HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES’ UNION

PROVINCIAL OFFICE:
5000 North Fraser Way, Burnaby, BCV5J 5M3 - TEL: 604-438-5000 - FAX: 604-739-1510 « WEB: www.heu.org

February 28, 2018 Via email: citizenengagement@gov.bc.ca

Honourable David Eby, Q.C.
Attorney General of B.C.

c/o Ministry of Attorney General
PO Box 9044 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC

V8W 9E2

Dear Attorney General:

Re: Electoral Reform — How We Vote — Recommendations from HEU on 2018
Referendum

With 49,000 members, the Hospital Employees” Union (HEU) is B.C.’s largest health union.
Our members work in hundreds of occupations in hospitals, care homes, community
agencies, First Nations health centres and other settings in every corner of this province.

In response to your request for recommendations about how the province should conduct the
upcoming referendum on proportional representation, HEU — as an organization committed
to strengthening our democratic institutions — is pleased to make the following submission.

For the past 70 years, B.C. has used the first-past-the-post voting system based on a winner-
takes all outcome to determine who is elected to the legislature. As a system for electing
members of the provincial legislature, it has worked well enough. However over the past few
decades, there has been a steady decline in voter participation in our provincial elections.
Moreover, with each passing election, the province is being more sharply divided into two
distinct regions — one that has representation in the Premier’s cabinet and one that does not.

For those reasons, we support the provincial government’s decision to hold a referendum on
modernizing our electoral system. Citizens should have the right to choose for themselves
whether or not they want to keep the current first-past-the-post system, or opt for a new
voting system that will make every vote count.

With regard to the referendum process, HEU endorses the submission to the Attorney
General by the Make Every Voter Count (MEVC) Society in whole (see attached MEVC
submission) and the three recommendations the society makes on the form of question,
timing of the vote and referendum financing.

over...

VICTOR ELKINS, President - JENNIFER WHITESIDE, Secretary-Business Manager « DONISA BERNARDO, Financial Secretary
The BC Health Services Division of the Canadian Union of Public Employees
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Below is a summary of the three recommendations:

1. Ballot Question: The ballot should include a specific question requesting a public
mandate to adopt proportional voting that is linked to a transparent public process to
choose a specific proportional system.

2. Timing of Referendum: The referendum campaign should not overlap with the fall
municipal election campaigns.

3. Campaign Finance and Third-Party Advertising Regulations: The referendum
should be subject to regulations that limit the influence of big money.

These recommendations were developed through extensive research, analysis and
consultations both with explicitly pro-reform individuals and organizations, and with other
non-governmental organizations, including HEU,

Thank you for this opportunity to reinvigorate public participation in our electoral system.
We look forward to the results of your engagement process and the upcoming referendum on
moving to a proportional voting system.

Yours truly,

R N N S
Victor Elkins Jennifer Whiteside Donisa Bernardo

President Secretary-Business Manager Financial Secretary
Enclosure
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