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Forest Professionals and Private Managed 

Forest Land 
A forest professional always seeks to understand the goals and objectives of landowners for their forest. 
These goals and objectives differ between Crown and private forest land and can change over time. 
However, common to any landowner is that forest professionals employed directly or indirectly follow the 
same professional obligations as other forest professionals working on Crown land. Forest professionals 
are a required, integral aspect of private forest management. 

Since 1912, with the introduction of the provinces first Forest Act, management of BC’s forests has relied 
on foresters. In 1947, with the passing of the Foresters Act, management of all forests and forest land in 
BC, public and private, must rely on the judgment and advice of forest professionals. The Foresters Act 
established the Association of BC Forest Professionals (ABCFP) to serve and protect the public interest 
respecting the practice of professional forestry by: 

 Establishing the standards of education and experience required to practice; 

 Ensuring the continuing competence of members; 

 Setting standards of professional practice, and ethical codes of conduct;  

 By implementing a complaint and discipline, process for the public and others to use if a forest 
professional does not meet their obligations; and  

 Uphold the public interest in forest stewardship on both Crown and private managed forest land. 

The ABCFP also ensures anyone who engages in the practice of professional forestry is registered with the 
association so they can be held to account for their practice and conduct. 

The Private Managed Forest Land Act (PMFL) and its oversight by the Managed Forest Council (MFC) define 
how BC’s private forest lands are managed. The PMFL Act was introduced to achieve mutually beneficial 
outcomes for the public and the landowner by creating incentives for private landowners who commit to 
sustainable forestry. 

The ABCFP supports the province’s review of the PMFL Act to improve its function and encourages 
government to consider PMFL Act amendments that prioritize good forest stewardship and support and 
strengthen the ongoing role of forest professionals. 

Recommendations 
Clear Objectives with Hierarchy. Clearly define PMFL stewardship objectives and strategies with 
measurable and auditable results for private land being managed under the PMFL. This will provide 
clear direction and guidance to forest professionals and improve forest planning (strategic, tactical, 
and operational) and support adaptive sustainable management on private managed forest land. 

Enhance Professional Independence. Under the PMFL Act, the land owner has the discretion and 
accountability to make investment, management, and operational decisions. Forest professionals 
provide advice and recommendations to land owners based on their knowledge and expertise 
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within the realm of the law, professional obligations, and with respect to balancing known forest 
stewardship goals and objectives.  

Expanding the use of professional certifications, assurance and conformance statements, and 
other similar mechanisms will better ensure management decisions made by landowners fully 
consider the independent professional advice and judgement provided by forest professionals. 

Resource and Technical Standards. Ensure resource and technical standards for PMFL are based on 
scientific and technical data developed by forest professionals and support sustainable forest 
management. 

Strengthen the Evidence Base and its Transparency. Forest stewardship decision-making by private 
managed forest land owners and forest professionals is most effective when supported by scientific 
evidence and monitoring and reporting of forest stewardship achievements. 

Reviewing the design and functioning of the PMFL Act with an eye to ensuring support for forest 
professionals to fulfil their role in the framework will uphold both private and public interests in forest 
management on private managed forest land in BC. 


