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PREAMBLE 

 

 

WHEREAS Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms the existing aboriginal and 

treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada and the courts have stated that aboriginal rights 

include aboriginal title;  

WHEREAS the courts have stated that reconciliation of the prior presence of aboriginal people and the 

assertion of sovereignty by the Crown is best achieved through negotiation and agreement rather than 

through litigation; 

WHEREAS the Parties intend that the Final Agreement will set out the right of Kitselas to practice the 

Tsimshian culture and use the Sm’algyx language in a manner consistent with the Final Agreement; 

WHEREAS the Parties intend to negotiate a Final Agreement to provide a basis for this reconciliation 

and to provide a basis for a new relationship; 

WHEREAS the negotiations of this Agreement have been conducted in an atmosphere of mutual 

respect and openness; 

WHEREAS the Parties have negotiated this Agreement under the British Columbia treaty process; 

WHEREAS the Parties desire certainty in respect of Kitselas ownership and use of lands and resources, 

Kitselas law-making authority and the relationship of Federal Law, Provincial Law and Kitselas Law; 

and 

WHEREAS this Agreement sets out the principles agreed to by the Parties as the basis for negotiating a 

Final Agreement; 

NOW THEREFORE THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
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CHAPTER 1 – DEFINITIONS 

 

In this Agreement: 

 

“Administrative Penalty” means a sanction or monetary penalty assessed and imposed under a 

statutory regime in which liability for breach of a regulatory requirement and the sanction or quantum 

of the monetary penalty are determined through an administrative process, rather than through 

prosecution or through an action in the civil courts. 

“Agreed-Upon Programs and Services” means those programs and services to be made available by 

Kitselas, towards which Canada or British Columbia agree to contribute funding. 

“Agreement” means this Agreement-in-Principle including all Schedules and Appendices to it. 

“Allocation” means in respect of a right to harvest Wildlife or Migratory Birds:  

a) a defined harvest quantity or quota; or  

b) a formula defining a harvest quantity or quota, 

if required as a conservation measure. 

“Aquatic Plants” includes all benthic and detached algae, brown algae, red algae, green algae, golden 

algae and phytoplankton, and all marine and freshwater flowering plants, ferns and mosses, growing in 

water or in soils that are saturated during most of the growing season. 

“Archaeological Human Remains” means human remains that are of aboriginal ancestry and not the 

subject of a police or coroner investigation. 

“Available Flow” means the volume of flow of water, determined by British Columbia, to be above 

that required: 

a) to ensure conservation of Fish and Stream habitats; 

b) to continue navigability; 

c) under Water Licences issued before and Water Licences issued under applications made 

before a date or dates agreed to by the Parties during Final Agreement negotiations, 

and taking into account any applicable requirements under Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

“Band” has the same meaning as “band” under the Indian Act. 

“BC Hydro” means the British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority and its successors and assigns. 

British Columbia” means, unless the context otherwise requires, Her Majesty the Queen in right of the 

Province of British Columbia 

“Canada” means, unless the context otherwise requires, Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada 

“Capital Transfer” means an amount paid by Canada or British Columbia to Kitselas under the 

Capital Transfer and Negotiation Loan Repayment Chapter. 

“Child” means an individual under the age of majority under Provincial Law. 

“Child Care” means the care, supervision, social or educational training, including pre-school 

education, or physical or mental rehabilitative therapy of children under the age of 13 years, with or 
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without charge, by caregivers other than the child’s parent, but does not include an educational program 

provided under the School Act or the Independent School Act or a Kitselas Law under paragraph 106 of 

the Self-Government Chapter. 

“Child in Care” means a Child who is in the custody, care or guardianship of a Director or an 

individual with comparable authority under Kitselas Law. 

“Child in Need of Protection” has the same meaning as under Provincial Law. 

“Child Protection Service” means a service that provides for the protection of Children, where the 

primary objective is the safety and well-being of Children, having due regard for: 

a) the protection from abuse, neglect or harm, or threat of abuse, neglect or harm, and any 

need for intervention; 

b) Children in Care; 

c) the support of families and caregivers to provide a safe environment and prevent abuse, 

neglect or harm, or threat of abuse, neglect or harm; and 

d) the support of kinship ties and a Child’s attachment to the extended family. 

“Community Correctional Services” means: 

a) community supervision of offenders subject to court orders, including youth justice 

court orders, and offenders on conditional and interim release, including temporary 

release from a youth custody centre; 

b) preparation of reports for courts, correctional centres, youth custody centres, crown 

counsel and parole boards; 

c) supervision of diverted offenders and development and operation of diversion programs; 

d) community-based programs and interventions for offenders, including alternative to 

custody programs; 

e) identification of and referral to appropriate community resources; 

f) programs to meet the needs of youth in conflict with the law; and 

g) other community correctional and community youth justice services as may be delivered 

by British Columbia or Canada. 

“Conflict” means an actual conflict in operation or an operational incompatibility. 

“Consult” and “Consultation” mean provision to a Party of: 

a) notice of a matter to be decided; 

b) sufficient information in respect of the matter to permit the Party to prepare its views on 

the matter;  

c) a reasonable period of time to permit the Party to prepare its views on the matter;  

d) an opportunity for the Party to present its views on the matter; and  

e) a full and fair consideration of any views on the matter so presented by the Party.  

“Contaminated Site” means a “contaminated site” as defined in the Environmental Management Act. 

“Contamination” has the same meaning as contamination under Provincial Law. 



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

5 

 

“Crown” means Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada or Her Majesty the Queen in right of 

British Columbia, as the case may be. 

“Crown Corridor” means a road, highway or right-of-way, including the road allowance, that is on 

Crown land and is used for transportation or public utility purposes that are set out in Appendix D. 

“Direct” has the same meaning, for the purposes of distinguishing between a direct tax and an indirect 

tax, as in class 2 of section 92 of the Constitution Act, 1867. 

“Director” means a person designated by the Minister under the Child, Family and Community Service 

Act or the Adoption Act. 

“Disagreement” means any dispute or negotiation to which paragraph 7 of the Dispute Resolution 

Chapter applies. 

 “Domestic Purposes” means food, social and ceremonial purposes. 

“Effective Date” means the date on which the Final Agreement takes effect. 

“Eligibility Criteria” means the criteria established in accordance with paragraph 2 of the Eligibility 

and Enrolment Chapter. 

“Enrolment Appeal Board” means the appeal board established in accordance with paragraph 21 of 

the Eligibility and Enrolment Chapter. 

“Enrolment Committee” means the committee established in accordance with paragraph 13 of the 

Eligibility and Enrolment Chapter. 

“Enrolment Register” means the register established under subparagraph 15.c) of the Eligibility and 

Enrolment Chapter. 

“Environment” means the components of the Earth and includes: 

a) air, land, and water including all layers of the atmosphere; 

b) all organic and inorganic matter and living organisms; and 

c) the interacting natural systems that include components referred to in (a) and (b). 

“Environmental Assessment” means an assessment of the environmental effects of a project. 

“Environmental Emergency” means an uncontrolled, unplanned, or accidental release, or release in 

contravention of Federal Law, Provincial Law or Kitselas Law, of a substance into the Environment or 

the reasonable likelihood of such a release into the Environment, that: 

a) has or may have an immediate or long-term harmful effect on the Environment; 

b) constitutes or may constitute a danger to the Environment on which human life depends; 

or 

c) constitutes or may constitute a danger to human life or health. 

“Federal Expropriating Authority” means the Government of Canada or any other Person authorized 

under federal legislation to expropriate land or an interest in land. 

“Federal Law” includes federal statutes, regulations, ordinances, Orders-in-Council and the common 

law. 
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“Federal Project” means a “project” on federal lands or “designated project”, as defined in the 

Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, that is subject to an Environmental Assessment under 

that Act. 

“Federal Settlement Legislation” means the Act of Parliament that gives effect to the Final 

Agreement. 

“Final Agreement” means the agreement among Kitselas, Canada and British Columbia which will be 

negotiated based on this Agreement. 

“First Nation Government in British Columbia” means the government of a First Nation in British 

Columbia which has a treaty or a lands claims agreement in effect with Canada and British Columbia.  

“Fiscal Financing Agreement” means an agreement negotiated among the Parties in accordance with 

the Fiscal Relations Chapter of the Final Agreement. 

“Fish” means:  

a) fish, shellfish, crustaceans and marine animals excluding whales;  

b) the parts of fish, shellfish, crustaceans, and marine animals excluding whales; and 

c) the eggs, sperm, spawn, larvae, spat, juvenile stages and adult stages of fish, shellfish, 

crustaceans and marine animals excluding whales. 

“Forest Practices” means Timber harvesting, road construction, road maintenance, road use, road 

deactivation, silviculture treatments, including grazing for the purposes of brushing, botanical forest 

products collecting, and fire use, but does not include Timber marking or scaling, manufacture of 

Timber, or export of Timber. 

“Forest Resources” means all Timber Resources and Non-Timber Resources, including all biota, but 

does not include Wildlife, Migratory Birds, water, Fish or Aquatic Plants. 

“Former Federal Lands” means any lands which are transferred to Kitselas on the Effective Date 

which were under the ownership, administration or control of Canada immediately before the Effective 

Date. 

“Former Kitselas Indian Reserves” means the lands identified in Appendix B-2. 

“Gathering Area” means the areas to be set out in Appendix F to the Final Agreement, but does not 

include lands that are administered or occupied by the Minister of National Defence or areas 

temporarily being used for military training from the time that notice has been given to Kitselas until 

the temporary use is completed. 

“Geothermal Resources” means the natural heat of the Earth and all substances that derive an added 

value from it, including steam, water and water vapour heated by the natural heat of the Earth and all 

substances dissolved in the steam, water or water vapour obtained from a well, but does not include:  

a) water that has a temperature less than 80
o
C at the point where it reaches the surface; or 

b)  hydrocarbons. 

“Groundwater” means water below the surface of the ground. 

“Harvest Area” means the areas to be set out in Appendix F to the Final Agreement, but does not 

include lands that are administered or occupied by federal departments or agencies or areas temporarily 

being used for military training from the time that notice has been given to Kitselas until the temporary 

use is completed. 
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“Heritage Site” means a site of archaeological, historical or cultural significance including graves and 

burial sites. 

“Implementation Plan” means the plan described under the Implementation Chapter of the Final 

Agreement. 

“Indian” has the same meaning as “Indian” in the Indian Act. 

“Indian Reserve” has the same meaning as “reserve” in the Indian Act. 

“Initial Enrolment Period” means the period of time during which the Enrolment Committee 

operates, to be determined in the Final Agreement. 

“Intellectual Property” means any intangible property right resulting from intellectual activity in the 

industrial, scientific, literary or artistic fields, including, but not limited to, any rights relating to 

patents, copyrights, trademarks, industrial designs or plant breeders’ rights. 

“Kitselas” means the collectivity that comprises all Kitselas individuals. 

“Kitselas Archaeological Human Remains” means Archaeological Human Remains that are 

determined to be of Kitselas ancestry. 

“Kitselas Area” means the area to be set out in Appendix A to the Final Agreement. 

“Kitselas Artifact” means any object created by, traded to, commissioned by, or given as a gift to a 

Kitselas individual or the Kitselas community, or that originated from the Kitselas community, and that 

has past and ongoing importance to Kitselas culture or spiritual practices, but does not include any 

object traded to, commissioned by, or given as a gift to another aboriginal group or Person. 

“Kitselas Capital” means all land, cash and other assets transferred to Kitselas, or recognized as 

owned by Kitselas, under the Final Agreement. 

“Kitselas Certificate” means a certificate of the Kitselas Government as described under subparagraph 

7.b) of the Land Title Chapter. 

“Kitselas Child” means a Child who is a Kitselas Participant. 

“Kitselas Constitution” means the constitution of Kitselas as provided for and ratified in accordance 

with the Final Agreement. 

“Kitselas Corporation” means a corporation that is incorporated under Federal Law or Provincial 

Law, all of the shares of which, except any qualifying shares that directors are required to own under 

Federal Law or Provincial Law, are owned legally and beneficially by: 

a) Kitselas; 

b) one or more Kitselas settlement trusts; 

c) one or more corporations where each such corporation is itself a Kitselas Corporation; or 

d) any combination of Persons set out in (a), (b) and (c). 

“Kitselas Family” means a family where one or both parents or guardians live together with one or 

more Children and: 

a) at least one of the parents or guardians is a Kitselas Participant; or 

b) at least one of the Children is a Kitselas Child.  

“Kitselas Government” means the government of Kitselas. 
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“Kitselas Institution” means the Kitselas Government or a Kitselas Public Institution. 

“Kitselas Lands” means those lands identified in Appendix B. 

“Kitselas Law” means a law made pursuant to Kitselas law-making authority set out in the Final 

Agreement and includes the Kitselas Constitution. 

“Kitselas Participant” means an individual who is enrolled under the Final Agreement in accordance 

with the Eligibility and Enrolment Chapter. 

“Kitselas Private Lands” means those Kitselas Lands that have been designated as Kitselas Private 

Lands. 

“Kitselas Project” means a project on Kitselas Lands that is subject to an Environmental Assessment 

under Kitselas Law but does not include a Provincial Project. 

“Kitselas Public Institution” means a body, board, commission or any other similar entity established 

under Kitselas Law, including a school board or health board, but for greater certainty does not include 

the Kitselas Government. 

“Kitselas Public Lands” means Kitselas Lands other than Kitselas Private Lands. 

“Kitselas Public Officer” means: 

a) a member, commissioner, director, or trustee of a Kitselas Public Institution; 

b) a director, officer or employee of a Kitselas Corporation whose principal function is to 

provide public programs or services reasonably similar to those provided by federal, 

provincial or municipal governments, rather than to engage in commercial activities; 

c) an officer or employee of the Kitselas Government or a Kitselas Institution; 

d) an election official within the meaning of a Kitselas Law; or  

e) a volunteer who participates in the delivery of services by Kitselas, a Kitselas Institution, 

or a body referred to in (b), under the supervision of an officer or employee of Kitselas, 

a Kitselas Institution, or a body referred to a body referred to in (b). 

“Kitselas Right to Gather Plants” means the right of Kitselas to gather Plants under the Final 

Agreement. 

“Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds” means the right of Kitselas to harvest Migratory Birds 

under the Final Agreement. 

“Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife” means the right of Kitselas to harvest Wildlife under the Final 

Agreement. 

“Kitselas Road” means any road on Kitselas Lands under the administration and control of Kitselas, 

including any road set out in Appendix B to the Final Agreement. 

“Kitselas Section 35 Rights” means the rights, anywhere in Canada, of Kitselas, that are recognized or 

affirmed by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. 

“Local Government” has the same meaning as “local government” in the Local Government Act. 

“Logs” means logs of all species of wood which are controlled under Canada’s Export Control List, 

Group 5, Item number 5101, pursuant to section 3(1)(e) of the Export and Import Permits Act. 
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“Migratory Birds” means “migratory birds” as defined under Federal Law enacted further to 

international conventions that are binding on British Columbia, and for greater certainty, includes their 

eggs and inedible by-products such as feathers and down. 

“Mineral” means an ore of metal, or natural substance that can be mined, and includes rock, dimension 

stone, and other materials from mine tailings, dumps and previously mined deposits of minerals. 

“Minister” means the federal or provincial minister having responsibility for the exercise of powers in 

relation to the matter in question and any person with authority to act in respect of the matter in 

question. 

“National Marine Conservation Area” means lands and water areas named and described in the 

schedules to the Canada National Marine Conservation Areas Act and administered under Federal Law 

and includes a national marine conservation area reserve. 

“National Park” means the lands and waters named and described in the schedules to the Canada 

National Parks Act and administered under Federal Law and includes a national park reserve. 

“Natural Gas” means all fluid hydrocarbons that are not defined as Petroleum, and includes coalbed 

gas and hydrogen sulphide, carbon dioxide and helium produced from a well. 

“NAV CANADA” means the “Corporation” as that term is defined in the Civil Air Navigation Services 

Commercialization Act. 

“Neutral” means an individual appointed to assist the Parties to resolve a Disagreement and, except in 

subparagraph  24.d) of the Dispute Resolution Chapter and Appendix J, includes an arbitrator. 

“Neutral Appointing Authority” means the British Columbia International Commercial Arbitration 

Centre, or if the centre is unavailable to make a required appointment, any other independent and 

impartial body or individual acceptable to the Parties. 

“Non-Participant Resident” means an individual who has reached the age of majority under 

Provincial Law, is ordinarily resident on Kitselas Lands and is not a Kitselas Participant. 

“Non-Timber Resources” means all Forest Resources, other than Timber Resources, including 

medicinal plants, fungi, branches, bark, cones, bushes, roots, moss, mushrooms, ferns, floral greens, 

herbs, berries, spices, seeds and plants associated with grazing.  

“Participant” means an individual who is enrolled and entitled to benefits under the Kitselas Final 

Agreement. 

“Parties” means Kitselas, Canada and British Columbia and “Party” means any one of them. 

“Periodic Review Date” means the 15th anniversary of the Effective Date or a date that occurs every 

15 years after that date. 

“Person” includes an individual, a partnership, a corporation, a trust, an unincorporated association or 

other entity, or a government or any agency or political subdivision thereof, and their heirs, executors, 

administrators and other legal representatives. 

“Petroleum” means crude petroleum and all other hydrocarbons, regardless of specific gravity, that are 

or can be recovered in liquid form from a pool or that are or can be recovered from oil sand or oil shale.  

“Placer Mineral” means ore of metal and every natural substance that can be mined and that is either 

loose, or found in fragmentary or broken rock that is not talus rock and occurs in loose earth, gravel and 

sand, and includes rock or other materials from placer mine tailings, dumps and previously mined 

deposits of placer minerals. 
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“Plants” means all flora and fungi, but does not include Aquatic Plants or Timber Resources except for 

the bark, boughs, burls and roots of Timber Resources.  

“Private Lands” means, for the purposes of the Forest Resources Chapter, lands that are not Crown 

lands. 

“Provincial Expropriating Authority” means a provincial ministry or agency or any person with the 

authority to expropriate land or an interest in land under provincial legislation. 

“Provincial Law” includes provincial statutes, regulations, ordinances, Orders-in-Council, by-laws and 

the common law. 

“Provincial Project” means a “reviewable project” as defined in the British Columbia Environmental 

Assessment Act and that is subject to an Environmental Assessment under that Act. 

“Provincial Protected Area” means provincial Crown land established or designated as a provincial 

park, ecological reserve, conservancy or protected area under Provincial Law. 

“Provincial Road” means a road under the administration and control of British Columbia. 

“Provincial Settlement Legislation” means the Act of Legislature that gives effect to the Final 

Agreement. 

“Public Planning Process” means a planning process established by British Columbia to develop: 

a) plans, objectives or guidelines for land, marine or resource use, at any of a variety of 

scales from the regional to the landscape level; and 

b) plans, objectives or guidelines for specific land, marine and resource use sectors, such as 

commercial recreation, but not operational plans concerning specific land, marine and 

resource use proposals. 

“Public Utility” means: 

a) A Person, or the Person’s lessee, trustee, receiver or liquidator who owns or operates in 

British Columbia equipment or facilities for the: 

i) production, gathering processing, storage, transmission, sale, supply, distribution 

or delivery of petroleum, or petroleum products or by-products; 

ii) production, generation, gathering, processing, storage, transmission, sale, supply, 

distribution or delivery of gas (including natural gas, natural gas liquids, 

propane, and coal bed methane), electricity, steam or water or any other agent for 

the production of light, heat, cold or power; 

iii) emission, transmission or reception of information, messages or communications 

by guided or unguided electromagnetic waves, including systems of cable, 

microwave, optical fibre or radio communications, if that service is offered to the 

public for compensation; or 

b) a local or regional authority providing services in connection with air quality, dikes, 

water, sewage, solid waste disposal and wastewater treatment, 

but for the purposes of this definition, Person does not include a Person engaged in the 

petroleum industry who is not otherwise a Public Utility. 
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“Railway” means a company, established under Provincial Law or Federal Law, authorized to 

construct, own or operate a railway, including: 

a) all branches, extensions, sidings, stations, depots, wharves, rolling stock, equipment, 

works, property and works connected with the railway and all railway bridges, tunnels, 

or other structures connected with the railway, and 

b) communications or signalling systems and related facilities and equipment used for 

railway purposes. 

“Railway Corridors” means any lands identified as “Railway Corridor” in the Appendices to the Final 

Agreement. 

“Range Practices” means: 

a) grazing of livestock;  

b) cutting of hay;  

c) activities related to grazing of livestock or cutting of hay; or  

d) activities related to constructing, modifying, or maintaining a structure, an excavation, a 

livestock trail, or an improvement to forage quality or quantity for purposes of range 

development. 

“Range Resources” means those plant communities that are associated with grazing. 

“Ratification Committee” means the committee established in accordance with paragraph 3 of the 

Ratification of the Final Agreement Chapter. 

“Registrar” means the “registrar” as defined in the Land Title Act. 

“Responsible Person” means a “responsible person” as defined in the Environmental Management 

Act. 

“Review Period” means a time period beginning on a Periodic Review Date, and ending on a date six 

months later, or another date as the Parties may agree. 

“Right of Way” means an interest in a defined area of land on which a grant is given for a specified 

use, including use for a road, Public Utility or Railway. 

“Safety and Well-Being of Children” includes those guiding principles under section 2 of the Child, 

Family and Community Service Act. 

“Settlement Legislation” means Federal Settlement Legislation and Provincial Settlement Legislation. 

“Site Profile” means “site profile” as defined in the Environmental Management Act. 

“Species at Risk” means a species that is identified by federal legislation as an extirpated, endangered 

or threatened species or a species of special concern. 

“Specific Claims Policy” means the policy described in the Specific Claims Policy and Process Guide 

(2009). 

“Stream” means a natural watercourse or source of water supply, whether usually containing water or 

not, and a lake, river, creek, spring, ravine, swamp and gulch, but does not include Groundwater. 

“Submerged Lands” means lands below the “natural boundary” as defined in the Land Act. 
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“Subsurface Resources” means:  

a) earth, including diatomaceous earth, soil, peat, marl, sand and gravel;  

b) slate, shale, argillite, limestone, marble, clay, gypsum, volcanic ash and rock;  

c) minerals, including Placer Minerals;  

d) coal, Petroleum and Natural Gas; 

e) Geothermal Resources; and 

f) fossils. 

“Subsurface Tenures” means those tenures to be listed in Appendix C-3 of the Final Agreement. 

“Surveyor General’s Guidelines” means guidelines published by the British Columbia Surveyor 

General which instruct a British Columbia Land Surveyor as to a specific methodology to follow in 

undertaking a particular component(s) of the field survey and/or preparation of a survey plan required 

by the Final Agreement. 

“Tenured Subsurface Resources” means those Subsurface Resources subject to Subsurface Tenures. 

“Timber” or “Timber Resources” means trees, whether living, standing, dead, fallen, limbed, bucked 

or peeled. 

“Trade and Barter” does not include sale. 

“Water Licence” means a licence, approval or other authorization under Provincial Law for the 

storage, diversion, extraction or use of water and for the construction, maintenance and operation of 

works. 

“Wildfire Suppression Agreement” means an agreement entered into by British Columbia, Canada, 

and Kitselas in accordance with paragraph 17 of the Forest Resources Chapter. 

“Wildlife” means:  

a) all vertebrate and invertebrate animals, including mammals, birds, reptiles, and 

amphibians; and 

b) the eggs, juvenile states, and adult stages of all vertebrate and invertebrate animals,  

but does not include Fish or Migratory Birds. 

“Wildlife Management Area” means provincial Crown land established as a Wildlife management 

area under Provincial Law. 
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CHAPTER 2 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

 

Nature of this Agreement 

1. The Parties acknowledge and agree that this Agreement and any of its provisions are not legally 

binding on any of the Parties and are without prejudice to the respective legal positions of the 

Parties before the Effective Date and neither this Agreement nor any related communications 

over the course of these negotiations will be used against any of the Parties in any court 

proceeding or any other forum, including international fora, or be construed as creating, 

abrogating, negating, denying, recognizing, defining, or amending any rights or obligations of 

any of the Parties except as expressly provided for in the Final Agreement only upon the 

Effective Date. 

2. Based upon this Agreement, the Parties will begin as soon as practicable to negotiate a Final 

Agreement. 

3. Before the conclusion of a Final Agreement, the Parties will address fisheries matters and make 

changes to any other parts of the Final Agreement, including the certainty provisions, that may 

be affected, and the Final Agreement will reflect the agreement of the Parties. 

Nature of the Final Agreement 

4. The Final Agreement, once ratified by the Parties, will be legally binding and can be relied on 

by all Parties and all persons. 

5. Upon ratification of the Final Agreement by the Parties, the Final Agreement will be a treaty 

and a land claims agreement within the meaning of sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 

1982. 

6. Canada and British Columbia will recommend to Parliament and the Legislature, respectively, 

Settlement Legislation to bring into effect the Final Agreement. 

7. Ratification of the Final Agreement by the Parties in accordance with the Ratification Chapter is 

a condition precedent to the validity of the Final Agreement and, unless so ratified, the Final 

Agreement is of no force or effect. 

Assurances 

8. Kitselas will represent and warrant to Canada and British Columbia in the Final Agreement that, 

in respect of the matters dealt with in the Final Agreement, it has the authority to enter into the 

Final Agreement on behalf of all persons who through Kitselas have or may exercise any 

aboriginal rights, including aboriginal title, in Canada, or who may make any claims to such 

rights. 

9. Canada and British Columbia represent and warrant to Kitselas that, in relation to the matters 

dealt with in the Final Agreement, they have the authority to enter into the Final Agreement 

within their respective authorities. 
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Constitution of Canada 

10. The Final Agreement will not alter the Constitution of Canada, including: 

a) the distribution of powers between Canada and British Columbia; 

b) the identity of Kitselas as aboriginal people of Canada within the meaning of the 

Constitution Act, 1982; and 

c) sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. 

11. The Final Agreement will provide that the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, including 

section 25, applies to the Kitselas Government in respect of all matters within its authority. 

Character of Kitselas Lands and Other Kitselas Lands 

12. After the Effective Date, there will be no “Lands reserved for the Indians” within the meaning 

of the Constitution Act, 1867 for Kitselas and there will be no Indian Reserves for the use and 

benefit of Kitselas and, for greater certainty, Kitselas Lands are not “Lands reserved for the 

Indians” within the meaning of the Constitution Act, 1876, and is not an Indian Reserve. 

Application of Federal Law and Provincial Law 

13. Any licence, permit or other authorization to be issued by Canada or British Columbia under the 

Final Agreement will be issued under Federal Law or Provincial Law and will not be part of the 

Final Agreement, and the Final Agreement will prevail to the extent of any Conflict or 

inconsistency with the licence, permit or other authorization. 

14. Federal Law and Provincial Law will apply to Kitselas, Kitselas Participants, Kitselas 

Institutions, Kitselas Corporations, and on Kitselas Lands. 

15. The Final Agreement will confirm that Federal Settlement Legislation enacted to bring into 

effect the Final Agreement will prevail over other Federal Law to the extent of any Conflict, and 

Provincial Settlement Legislation enacted to bring into effect the Final Agreement will prevail 

over other Provincial Law to the extent of any Conflict. 

16. The Final Agreement will prevail to the extent of any Conflict or inconsistency with a Federal 

Law or Provincial Law. 

Relationship of Laws 

17. Notwithstanding any other rule of priority in the Final Agreement, if the Kitselas Law has an 

incidental impact on, or if one of the aspects of the Kitselas Law is with respect to, a subject 

matter over which: 

a) the Kitselas Government will not have law-making authority under the Final Agreement; 

or 

b) the Kitselas Government will have law-making authority under the Final Agreement but 

for which Federal Law and Provincial Law prevail to the extent of a Conflict, 

and if the Kitselas Law is in Conflict with a Federal Law or Provincial Law, then the Federal 

Law or Provincial Law will prevail to the extent of the Conflict. 

18. Notwithstanding any other rule of priority in the Final Agreement, Federal Law in relation to 

peace, order and good government, criminal law, human rights, and the protection of the health 

and safety of all Canadians, or other matters of overriding national importance will prevail in 

the event of any Conflict with Kitselas Law. 
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19. Canada will recommend to Parliament that Federal Settlement Legislation enacted to bring into 

effect the Final Agreement make Provincial Law apply to Kitselas, Kitselas Institutions, 

Kitselas Participants, Kitselas Lands and other Kitselas lands if those Provincial Laws do not 

apply of their own force. 

20. Unless otherwise provided in the Final Agreement, Kitselas Law will not apply to Canada or 

British Columbia. 

21. Any Kitselas Law that is inconsistent or in Conflict with the Final Agreement will be of no 

force or effect to the extent of the inconsistency or Conflict. 

22. The Final Agreement will provide for the consistency of Kitselas Law and other exercises of 

power with Canada’s international legal obligations. 

23. For greater certainty, Kitselas law-making authorities set out in the Final Agreement do not 

extend to criminal law and procedure, Intellectual Property, official languages of Canada, 

aeronautics, navigation, shipping, and labour relations and working conditions. 

Application of the Indian Act 

24. Except for the purposes of determining whether an individual is an Indian, and subject to the 

Indian Act Transition and the Taxation Chapters, the Indian Act will have no application to 

Kitselas, Kitselas Participants, Kitselas Institutions or Kitselas Lands as of the Effective Date. 

25. Subject to paragraph 6 of the Indian Act Transition Chapter, the Framework Agreement on 

Kitselas Land Management, the First Nations Land Management Act and the Kitselas Land 

Code have no application to Kitselas, Kitselas Participants, Kitselas Institutions or Kitselas 

Lands. 

26. For so long as the First Nations Land Management Act is in force, Canada will indemnify 

Kitselas, and Kitselas will indemnify Canada, in relation to former Kitselas Indian Reserves, in 

the same manner and under the same conditions as would be the case if that Act applied to those 

lands. 

Other Rights, Benefits and Programs 

27. The Final Agreement will not affect the ability of Kitselas Participants to enjoy rights and 

benefits for which they would be eligible as Canadian citizens or permanent residents of 

Canada. 

28. Subject to paragraph 29, nothing in the Final Agreement will affect the ability of Kitselas, 

Kitselas Institutions or Kitselas Participants to participate in, or benefit from, federal or 

provincial programs for aboriginal people, registered Indians or other Indians, in accordance 

with general criteria established for those programs from time to time. 

29. Kitselas Participants will be eligible to participate in programs established by Canada or British 

Columbia and to receive public services from Canada or British Columbia, in accordance with 

general criteria established for those programs or services from time to time, to the extent that 

Kitselas has not assumed responsibility for those programs or public services under the Fiscal 

Financing Agreement. 
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Court Decisions 

30. If a superior court of a province, the Federal Court of Canada, or the Supreme Court of Canada 

finally determines any provision of the Final Agreement is invalid or unenforceable: 

a) the Parties will make best efforts to amend the Final Agreement to remedy or replace the 

provision; and  

b) the provision will be severable from the Final Agreement to the extent of the invalidity 

or unenforceability, and the remainder of the Final Agreement will be construed, to the 

extent possible, to give effect to the intent of the Parties. 

31. No Party will challenge, or support a challenge to, the validity of any provision of the Final 

Agreement. 

32. A breach of the Final Agreement by a Party does not relieve any Party from its obligations 

under the Final Agreement. 

Certainty 

Full and Final Settlement  

33. The Final Agreement will constitute the full and final settlement in respect of any aboriginal 

rights, including aboriginal title, in Canada that Kitselas may have. 

Exhaustively Set Out Rights 

34. The Final Agreement will exhaustively set out Kitselas Section 35 Rights, the attributes and the 

geographic extent of those rights, and the limitations to those rights, to which the Parties have 

agreed, and those rights will be: 

a) any aboriginal rights, including aboriginal title, modified as a result of the Final 

Agreement and the Settlement Legislation, of Kitselas in and to its Kitselas Lands and 

other lands and resources in Canada; 

b) the jurisdictions, authorities and rights of Kitselas and the Kitselas Government; and 

c) the other Kitselas Section 35 Rights. 

 Modification and Continuation 

35. Notwithstanding the common law, as a result of the Final Agreement and the Settlement 

Legislation, any aboriginal rights, including any aboriginal title, of Kitselas, as they may have 

existed anywhere in Canada before the Effective Date, including the attributes and geographic 

extent of those rights, are modified, and continue as modified, as set out in the Final Agreement. 

36. For greater certainty, any aboriginal title of Kitselas anywhere that it may have existed in 

Canada before the Effective Date, including its attributes and geographic extent will be 

modified and continue as the estates in fee simple to those areas identified in the Final 

Agreement as Kitselas Lands. 
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Purpose of Modification 

37. The purpose of the modification referred to in paragraph 35 will be to ensure that as of the 

Effective Date: 

a) Kitselas has, and can exercise, its Kitselas Section 35 Rights set out in the Final 

Agreement, including the attributes and geographic extent of those rights, and the 

limitations to those rights, to which the Parties have agreed;  

b) Canada, British Columbia and all other persons can exercise their rights, authorities, 

jurisdictions and privileges in a manner consistent with the Final Agreement; and 

c) Canada, British Columbia and all other persons do not have any obligations in respect of 

any aboriginal rights, including aboriginal title, that Kitselas may have to the extent that 

those rights, including title, might be in any way other than or different in attributes or 

geographic extent from, the Kitselas Section 35 Rights set out in the Final Agreement. 

Rights Not Extinguished 

38. For greater certainty, any aboriginal rights including aboriginal title that Kitselas may have will 

not be extinguished but will be modified and continue as modified as set out in the Final 

Agreement. 

Release of Past Claims 

39. The Final Agreement will provide that Kitselas will release Canada, British Columbia and all 

other persons from all suits, claims, demands, actions or proceedings, of whatever kind, whether 

known or unknown, that Kitselas ever had, now has or may have in the future, relating to or 

arising from any act or omission before the Effective Date that may have affected, interfered 

with or infringed any aboriginal right, including aboriginal title, of Kitselas as it may have 

existed anywhere in Canada before the Effective Date. 

Indemnities 

40. The Final Agreement will provide that Kitselas will indemnify and forever save harmless 

Canada or British Columbia, as they case may be, from any and all damages, costs, excluding 

fees and disbursements of solicitors and other professional advisors, losses or liabilities, that 

Canada or British Columbia, respectively, may suffer or incur in connection with or as a result 

of any suit, action, cause of action, claim, proceeding or demand before or after the Effective 

Date relating to or arising from: 

a) the existence of an aboriginal right, including aboriginal title, of Kitselas that is 

determined to be other than, or different in attributes or geographical extent from, the 

Kitselas Section 35 Rights set out in the Final Agreement; or 

b) any act or omission by Canada or British Columbia, before the Effective Date, that may 

have affected, interfered with or infringed any aboriginal right, including aboriginal title, 

of Kitselas as it may have existed anywhere in Canada before the Effective Date. 
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41. The Final Agreement will provide that a Party who is the subject of a suit, claim, demand, 

action or proceeding that may give rise to a requirement to provide payment to that Party 

pursuant to an indemnity under the Final Agreement: 

a) will vigorously defend the suit, claim, demand, action or proceeding; and 

b) will not settle or compromise the suit, claim, demand, action or proceeding except with 

the consent of the Party who has granted the indemnity, which consent will not be 

arbitrarily or unreasonably withheld or delayed. 

Specific Claims 

42. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Final Agreement, nothing in the Final Agreement 

will preclude Kitselas from pursuing any claims that fall within the scope of Canada’s Specific 

Claims Policy, in accordance with that policy, the Specific Claims Tribunal Act, or in court. 

43. For greater certainty, if Kitselas pursues a specific claim in court, Canada reserves the right to 

plead all defences available to it including limitation periods, the doctrine of laches, and lack of 

admissible evidence, and Kitselas reserves the right to make all possible counter arguments 

available to it. 

44. Claims referred to in paragraph 42 will not result in any land being declared to be, or being set 

aside as, “Lands reserved for the Indians” within the meaning of the Constitution Act, 1867 for 

Kitselas or an Indian Reserve for the use and benefit of Kitselas. 

Other Aboriginal Peoples 

45. The Final Agreement will not affect, recognize or provide any rights under section 35 of the 

Constitution Act, 1982 for any aboriginal people other than Kitselas. 

46. If a superior court of a province, the Federal Court of Canada or the Supreme Court of Canada 

finally determines that any aboriginal people, other than Kitselas, has a right under section 35 of 

the Constitution Act, 1982 that is adversely affected by a provision of this Agreement: 

a) that provision will operate and have effect to the extent it does not adversely affect that 

right; and 

b) if the provision cannot operate and have effect in a way that it does not adversely affect 

that right, the Parties will make best efforts to amend this Agreement to remedy or 

replace that provision. 

47. The Final Agreement will provide that if Canada or British Columbia enters into a treaty or a 

land claims agreement, within the meaning of sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, 

with any other aboriginal people and that treaty or land claims agreement adversely affects a 

Kitselas Section 35 Right as set out in the Final Agreement: 

a) Canada or British Columbia, or both, as the case may be, will provide Kitselas with 

additional or replacement rights or other appropriate remedies; and 

b) at the request of Kitselas, the Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach agreement on 

the provision of those additional or replacement rights or other appropriate remedies. 

Periodic Review 

48. The Parties recognize and acknowledge that the Final Agreement will provide a foundation for 

an ongoing relationship amongst the Parties and commit to conducting a periodic review of the 

Final Agreement in accordance with paragraphs 49 to 55. 
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49. At least sixty days before each Periodic Review Date, each Party will provide the other Parties 

with written notice if the Party wishes to discuss a matter contemplated by paragraph 50, and if 

no notice is provided by any Party, the Parties will forego engaging in a review for that Review 

Period. 

50. The purpose of the periodic review is to provide an opportunity for the Parties to meet and 

discuss: 

a) practicability of the harmonization of the Kitselas legal and administrative systems, 

including law-making authorities that are being exercised by Kitselas under the Final 

Agreement, with those of British Columbia and Canada; 

b) practicability of processes established by the Parties in accordance with the Final 

Agreement; and 

c) other matters with respect to the implementation of the provisions of the Final 

Agreement as the Parties may agree in writing. 

51. Unless the Parties agree otherwise, the discussion under paragraph 50 will take place on the 

Periodic Review Date and such other dates as the Parties agree, but will not exceed the 

applicable Review Period, and within 60 days of the end of that discussion each Party will 

provide the other Parties with its written response on any matter discussed during that Review 

Period. 

52. The periodic review contemplated by paragraphs 48 to 55 and all discussions and information 

relating to the matter of the periodic review are without prejudice to the respective legal 

positions of the Parties, unless the Parties otherwise agree, and nothing made or done with 

respect to a periodic review, including the discussions or the responses provided by the Parties, 

except for any amendments made pursuant to paragraph 54, creates any legally binding rights or 

obligations. 

53. Except for the Parties’ commitment to meet and provide written responses as set out in 

paragraph 51, neither the periodic review process contemplated by paragraphs 48 to 55, nor the 

decisions and actions of the Parties relating in any way to the periodic review process are: 

a) subject to the process set out in the Dispute Resolution Chapter; or 

b) reviewable by a court or in any other forum. 

54. For greater certainty: 

a) none of the Parties are required to agree to amend the Final Agreement or any agreement 

contemplated by the Final Agreement as a result of the periodic review contemplated by 

paragraphs 48 to 55; 

b) if the Parties agree to amend the Final Agreement any such amendment will be made in 

accordance with paragraphs 56 to 60; and 

c) if the Parties agree to amend an agreement contemplated by the Final Agreement, the 

agreement will be amended in accordance with its terms. 

55. Each of the Parties will be responsible for its own costs in relation to the periodic review 

process. 

Amendment Provisions 

56. The Final Agreement will only be amended with the agreement of the Parties. 
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57. Any one or more of the Parties may propose an amendment to the Final Agreement. 

58. In the event of a proposal pursuant to paragraph 57, the Parties agree that, before they proceed 

with amending the Final Agreement they may attempt to find other means of satisfying the 

interests of the Party or Parties proposing the amendment. 

59. The processes for ratifying amendments to the Final Agreement after the Effective Date will be 

set out in the Final Agreement. 

60. The Parties agree to take the necessary steps to implement amended provisions of the Final 

Agreement as soon as possible after the amendment has been ratified by all of the Parties. 

Interpretation 

61. To the extent of any inconsistency, the provisions in the General Provisions Chapter of the Final 

Agreement will prevail over the provisions in the other chapters of the Final Agreement. 

62. The terms of the Final Agreement will not be presumed to be interpreted in favour of any Party. 

63. No agreement, plan, guideline or other document made by a Party or Parties that is referred to in 

or contemplated by the Final Agreement, including an agreement that is reached as a result of 

negotiations that are required or permitted by the Final Agreement is: 

a) part of the Final Agreement; or 

b) a treaty or land claims agreement, or recognizes or affirms aboriginal or treaty rights, 

within the meaning of sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. 

64. In this Agreement: 

a) a reference to a statute will include every amendment to it, every regulation made under 

it, and any law enacted in substitution for, or in replacement of it; 

b) a reference to “Canada’s international legal obligations” will include those which are in 

effect on, or after, the Effective Date; 

c) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, the use of the singular will include the 

plural, and the use of the plural will include the singular; 

d) “or” is used in its inclusive sense, meaning X or Y, or both X and Y; 

e) “and” is used in its joint sense, meaning X and Y, but not either alone; 

f) “will” denotes an obligation that, unless this Agreement provides to the contrary, must 

be carried out as soon as practicable after the Effective Date or the event that gives rise 

to the obligation; 

g) “may” is to be construed as permissive, but the use of the words “may not” are to be 

construed as disempowering; 

h) “including” means “including, but not limited to”, and “includes” means “includes, but 

not limited to”; 

i) “harvest” includes an attempt to harvest; 

j) unless it is otherwise clear from the context, a reference in a chapter of this Agreement 

to a “paragraph”, “subparagraph” or “Schedule” means a paragraph, subparagraph or 

schedule of that chapter, and 
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k) headings and subheadings are for convenience only, do not form a part of this 

Agreement, and in no way define, limit, alter or enlarge the scope or meaning of any 

provision of this Agreement. 

65. For greater certainty, the Parties acknowledge that the Official Languages Act applies to the 

Final Agreement, including the execution of the Final Agreement. 

66. The Final Agreement may set out other provisions concerning interpretation of the Final 

Agreement. 

Consultation 

67. The Final Agreement will provide that neither Canada nor British Columbia has any obligation 

to consult with Kitselas except: 

a) as provided for in the Final Agreement; 

b) as provided for in federal or provincial legislation; 

c) as provided for in other agreements with Kitselas; and 

d) as may be required at common law in relationship to an infringement of a Kitselas 

Section 35 Right. 

68. Nothing in the Final Agreement, nor any action or authority taken, exercised or carried out by 

Canada or British Columbia in accordance with the Final Agreement is, or will be interpreted as 

an infringement of a Kitselas Section 35 Right. 

Information and Privacy 

69. For the purposes of federal and provincial access to information and privacy legislation, 

information that the Kitselas Government provides to Canada or British Columbia in confidence 

is deemed to be information received or obtained in confidence from another government. 

70. If the Kitselas Government requests disclosure of information from Canada or British 

Columbia, the request will be evaluated as if it were a request by a province for disclosure of 

that information, but Canada and British Columbia are not required to disclose to the Kitselas 

Government information that is only available to a particular province or particular provinces or 

that is not available to any provinces. 

71. The Parties may enter into agreements in respect of any one or more of the collection, 

protection, retention, use, disclosure and confidentiality of personal, general or other 

information in accordance with any applicable legislation, including federal and provincial 

access to information and privacy legislation. 

72. Canada or British Columbia may provide information to the Kitselas Government in confidence 

if Kitselas has made a law or has entered into an agreement with Canada or British Columbia, as 

the case may be, under which the confidentiality of the information will be protected. 

73. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement: 

a) Canada and British Columbia are not required to disclose any information that they are 

required to or authorized to withhold under any Federal Law or Provincial Law, 

including under sections 37 to 39 of the Canada Evidence Act;  
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b) if federal or provincial legislation allows the disclosure of certain information only if 

specified conditions for disclosure are satisfied, Canada and British Columbia are not 

required to disclose that information unless those conditions are satisfied; and 

c) the Parties are not required to disclose any information that may be withheld under a 

privilege at law. 

Entire Agreement 

74. The Schedules and Appendices to the Final Agreement will form part of the Final Agreement. 

75. The Final Agreement will be the entire agreement among the Parties in relation to the subject 

matter of the Final Agreement and, except as set out in the Final Agreement, there is no 

representation, warranty, collateral agreement, condition, right or obligation affecting the Final 

Agreement. 

No Implied Waiver 

76. Any waiver of: 

a) a provision of the Final Agreement; 

b) the performance by a Party of an obligation under the Final Agreement; or 

c) a default by a Party of an obligation under the Final Agreement, 

will be in writing and signed by the Party or Parties giving the waiver and will not be a waiver 

of any other provision, obligation or subsequent default.  

Obligation to Negotiate 

77. Whenever the Parties are obliged under any provision of the Final Agreement to negotiate and 

attempt to reach agreement, all Parties will participate in the negotiations unless the Parties 

otherwise agree. 

78. Where the Final Agreement provides that the Parties, or any two of them, “will negotiate and 

attempt to reach agreement”, those negotiations will be conducted as set out in the Dispute 

Resolution Chapter, but none of the Parties are obliged to proceed to arbitration under Stage 

Three of the Dispute Resolution Chapter unless, in a particular case, they are required to do so 

under paragraph 28 of the Dispute Resolution Chapter. 

Official Languages 

79. For greater certainty, the Parties acknowledge that the Official Languages Act applies to the 

Final Agreement, including the execution of the Final Agreement. 

Assignment 

80. Unless the Parties otherwise agree, the Final Agreement may not be assigned, either in whole or 

in part, by any Party. 

Enurement 

81. The Final Agreement will enure to the benefit of and be binding on the Parties and their 

respective permitted assigns. 
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Deposit of Final Agreement 

82. The Parties will deposit a copy of the Final Agreement and any amendments to the Final 

Agreement, including any instruments giving effect to an amendment, in the following 

locations: 

a) by Canada in: 

i) the Library of Parliament; and  

ii) the library of the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development in the 

National Capital Region. 

b) By British Columbia in: 

i) the Legislative Library of British Columbia; and 

ii) the Office of the Registrar of Land Titles of British Columbia; 

c) by Kitselas in their main office; and 

d) any other locations agreed to by the Parties. 

Notice 

83. In paragraphs 84 to 88, “communication” includes a notice, document, request, response, 

approval, authorization, confirmation or consent. 

84. Unless otherwise described in this Agreement, a communication between or among the Parties 

under this Agreement will be in writing and will be: 

a) delivered personally or by courier; 

b) transmitted by fax or email; or 

c) mailed by any method for which confirmation of delivery is provided. 

85. A communication is considered to have been given, made or delivered, and received: 

a) if delivered personally or by courier, at the start of business on the next business day 

after the business day on which it was received by the addressee or a responsible 

representative of the addressee; 

b) if transmitted by fax or email and the sender receives confirmation of the transmission, 

at the start of business on the business day next following the day on which it was 

transmitted; or 

c) if mailed by prepaid registered post in Canada, when the postal receipt is acknowledged 

by the addressee. 

86. The Parties may agree to give, make or deliver a communication by means other than those 

provided in paragraphs 84 and 85. 

87. The Parties will provide to each other addresses for delivery of communications under the Final 

Agreement, and subject to paragraph 88, will deliver a communication to the address provided 

by each Party. 

88. If no other address for delivery of a particular communication has been provided by a Party, a 

communication will be delivered, mailed to the address or transmitted to the fax number of, the 

intended recipient as set out below: 
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For: Canada 

Attention: Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 

House of Commons 

Room 583, Confederation Building 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0A6 

Fax Number: (819) 953-4941 

 

For: British Columbia 

Attention: Minister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation 

Room 310, Parliament Buildings 

PO Box 9052 Stn Prov Govt 

Victoria, British Columbia 

V8W 9E2 

Fax Number: (250) 356-6595 

 

For: Kitselas 

Attention: Kitselas Government 

2225 Gitaus Road 

Terrace, British Columbia 

V8G 0A9 

Fax Number: (250) 635-5335  

 

  



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

25 

 

CHAPTER 3 – LANDS 

 

 

General 

1. On the Effective Date, Kitselas Lands will consist of approximately 36,158.7 hectares, 

including: 

a) 1,069.1 hectares, more or less, of Former Kitselas Indian Reserves, identified in 

Appendix B-2; 

b) 35,089.6 hectares, more or less, of former provincial Crown land, identified in Appendix 

B-3; and 

c) other lands identified in Appendix B to the Final Agreement. 

2. For greater certainty, the lands identified in Appendix B do not include: 

a) any fee simple lands held by third parties; 

b) submerged lands, except where those lands form part of an existing Indian Reserve held 

on behalf of Kitselas; and 

c) lands encumbered by Provincial Roads, Rights of Way, gas transmission pipelines, 

legally established recreation sites and trails or developed gravel pits, as identified in 

Appendix B to the Final Agreement. 

3. For greater certainty, Railway Corridors will not form part of Kitselas Lands. 

4. Subject to paragraph 3, the Parties agree that Kitselas may raise further issues or concerns 

regarding the exclusion of Railway Corridors from Kitselas Lands during Final Agreement 

negotiations. 

5. As soon as practicable after this Agreement is signed, Canada and British Columbia, as 

appropriate, will seek approval to protect the provincial Crown land referred to in subparagraph 

1(b). British Columbia will seek the approval to put in place: 

a) a Part 13 designation under the Forest Act; 

b) a section 16 map reserve under the Land Act; and 

c) a no staking reserve and no disposition notice under the Mineral Tenure Act. 

6. As soon as practicable after this Agreement is approved by Kitselas, British Columbia will 

implement an incremental treaty agreement for the transfer of the agreed lands to Kitselas, or a 

company designated by Kitselas, subject to the following conditions: 

a) the parcels will become Kitselas Lands on the Effective Date; 

b) the parcels will at no time be added to an Indian Reserve held by Kitselas or any other 

Indian Band or First Nation; and 

c) such other conditions as Kitselas and British Columbia may agree. 

7. Before the Final Agreement, Kitselas may propose other land for consideration during Final 

Agreement negotiations. The Final Agreement will set out the precise description, location and 

amount of Kitselas Lands for Kitselas. 
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Other Kitselas Lands 

8. The Final Agreement may provide for agreed upon fee simple lands acquired by Kitselas to be 

included as Kitselas Lands. 

9. Kitselas ownership of any lands that may be agreed upon in paragraph 8 will be: 

a) subject to interests identified in Appendix C to the Final Agreement; and 

b) will not include Subsurface Resources unless the Subsurface Resources were included in 

the original grant. 

10. In the event that  Kitselas will be required to issue replacement tenures on lands referred to in 

paragraph 8, or to assume existing tenures, the terms and conditions of those tenures will be 

included as part of the Final Agreement. 

Ownership of Kitselas Lands 

11. On the Effective Date, Kitselas will own Kitselas Lands in fee simple and Kitselas fee simple 

ownership of Kitselas Lands will not be subject to any condition, proviso, restriction, exception, 

or reservation set out in the Land Act, or any comparable limitation under Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

12. In accordance with the Final Agreement, Kitselas Constitution, and Kitselas Law, Kitselas may 

transfer interests in its Kitselas Lands without the consent of Canada or British Columbia. 

13. Except as provided in paragraph 15 of Appendix E, or with the consent of Canada and British 

Columbia in accordance with paragraph 16, a parcel of Kitselas Lands does not cease to be 

Kitselas Lands as a result of the disposition of an interest in such parcel. 

14. If Kitselas wishes to dispose of a fee simple estate in a parcel of Kitselas Lands it will, before 

the disposition, register the indefeasible title to that parcel under the Land Title Act in 

accordance with the Final Agreement. For greater certainty, any Kitselas Lands registered under 

the Land Title Act will continue to be Kitselas Lands. 

15. If Kitselas transfers the estate in fee simple in a parcel of its Kitselas Lands to any person other 

than to a: 

a) Kitselas Participant; 

b) Kitselas Corporation; or 

c) Kitselas Institution, 

expropriation by a Provincial Expropriating Authority of such land may occur in accordance 

with Provincial Law and not subject to the Provincial Expropriation provisions. 

16. Kitselas may remove a parcel of land from Kitselas Lands with the consent of Canada and 

British Columbia.  

17. In considering whether to consent to the removal of a parcel of land from Kitselas Lands in 

accordance with a request under paragraph 16, Canada and British Columbia may consider: 

a) necessary jurisdictional, administrative and servicing arrangements; 

b) the views of any affected Local Government or neighbouring First Nation; 

c) whether the removal of the land will have an impact on fiscal arrangements negotiated 

between Kitselas and Canada or British Columbia; 
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d) whether the removal of the land will have any legal or financial implications for Canada 

or British Columbia; or 

e) any other matter that Canada or British Columbia considers relevant. 

18. If Canada and British Columbia consent to the removal of a parcel of land from Kitselas Lands 

then, upon receipt by Kitselas of Canada and British Columbia’s written consent: 

a) Kitselas will register the parcel of land in the Land Title Office, if it is not registered; 

b) the parcel will cease to be Kitselas Lands; and 

c) Appendix B will be amended in accordance with the process set out in the General 

Provisions Chapter. 

19. All methods of acquiring a right in or over land by prescription or by adverse possession, 

including the common law doctrine of prescription and the doctrine of the lost modern grant, are 

abolished in respect of Kitselas Lands. 

20. If, at any time, any parcel of Kitselas Lands, or any estate or interest in a parcel of Kitselas 

Lands, finally escheats to the Crown, the Crown will transfer, at no charge, that parcel, estate or 

interest to Kitselas. 

21. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will negotiate provisions regarding the granting of 

security instruments and enforcement of creditor’s remedies for Kitselas Lands not registered in 

the Land Title Office. 

Exterior Boundary Surveys 

22. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will determine the need for any exterior boundary 

surveys of Kitselas Lands, and the timing, order and priority of any such surveys. Canada and 

British Columbia will, as agreed between them, pay the costs of any such exterior boundary 

surveys of Kitselas Lands. 

Cost of Surveys 

23. Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, neither Canada nor British Columbia is responsible for 

the costs associated with the survey, registration and transfer of any parcel of land acquired by 

Kitselas following the Effective Date. 

Interests 

24. On the Effective Date, title to Kitselas Lands will be free and clear of all interests, except:  

a) interests on Former Kitselas Indian Reserves to be replaced on the Effective Date as set 

out in Appendix C-1; 

b) interests on former provincial Crown land to be replaced on the Effective Date as set out 

in Appendix C-2; 

c) interests to continue in accordance with Provincial Law as set out in Appendix C-3; 

d) interests to be granted or issued by Kitselas on the Effective Date as set out in Appendix 

C-4; and 

e) the privately owned subsurface resources as set out in Appendix D. 

25. Subject to paragraph 24, every interest that before the Effective Date encumbered or applied to 

Kitselas Lands will cease to exist. 
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26. On the Effective Date, Kitselas will execute documents granting or issuing to each person 

named in Appendices to the Final Agreement that person’s interest relating to its Kitselas 

Lands, as described in Appendix C-1, C-2 and C-4. 

27. A document executed in accordance with paragraph 26 for an interest listed in Appendix C-1, 

C-2 and C-4 will be in the applicable form described in Appendix C-5, and in all cases will 

include any modifications agreed upon in writing before the Effective Date by the Kitselas 

Indian Band and the person entitled to the interest. 

28. A document referred to in paragraph 26 is deemed to be: 

a) delivered by Kitselas on the Effective Date; and 

b) executed and delivered by the applicable person named in Appendix C-1, C-2 and C-4 

on the Effective Date. 

29. Kitselas will physically deliver the applicable document: 

a) to the applicable person named in Appendix C-1, C-2 and C-4; or 

b) to any other person who, before the Effective Date, was identified by the Parties as the 

correct interest holder, and the Parties will amend Appendix C-1, C-2 and C-4 in 

accordance with the amendment provisions in the General Provisions Chapter to reflect 

the correction. 

30. If, following the Effective Date, Canada or British Columbia notifies Kitselas that an interest 

granted in accordance with paragraph 26: 

a) is in the name of a person who was not entitled to the interest on the Effective Date; or 

b) contains a clerical error or a wrong description of a material fact, 

the appropriate Parties will take reasonable measures to rectify the error. 

31. Any right of way of the nature described in section 218 of the Land Title Act that is granted by 

Kitselas under the Final Agreement will be legally binding and enforceable notwithstanding that 

Kitselas Lands to which the right of way relates are not subject to the Land Title Act. 

32. The interests listed in Appendices C-1 to C-4 are retained by the persons who hold those 

interests on the Effective Date in accordance with the existing terms and conditions of the 

interest on the Effective Date, modified where appropriate to reflect ownership of the land by 

Kitselas and Provincial Law. If such an interest is not renewed or replaced when it expires in 

accordance with its terms or Provincial Law, that interest ceases to exist. 

33. If, after the Effective Date, BC Hydro or Telus is requested by Kitselas, to construct facilities 

for the provision of electrical or telecommunications services on Kitselas Lands, Kitselas will 

grant or issue to BC Hydro and Telus an interest for such facilities on terms substantially the 

same as those to be set out in Appendix C-5 in the Final Agreement regarding a Right of Way. 

Replacement of Certificates of Possession and Other Interests 

34. On the Effective Date, Kitselas will issue to each person named in Appendix C-1 to the Final 

Agreement, an interest for the parcel of Kitselas Lands ascribed to that person and described in 

Appendix C-1 to the Final Agreement. 
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35. A person to whom Kitselas issues an interest in accordance with paragraph 34 has substantially 

the same right to possess the described parcel of Kitselas Lands as the person had as the holder 

of the certificate of possession under the Indian Act or other interests under the Kitselas land 

code under the First Nations Land Management Act, immediately before the Effective Date, 

modified to reflect the law-making authority of the Kitselas Government over such lands and 

ownership of such lands by Kitselas in accordance with the Final Agreement. 

Submerged Lands 

36. Subject to paragraph 40, Submerged Lands do not form part of Kitselas Lands and nothing in 

this Agreement affects British Columbia’s ownership of Submerged Lands. 

37. British Columbia will notify Kitselas of any proposed disposition of an interest in, or use or 

occupation of, Submerged Lands that are wholly contained within its Kitselas Lands. 

38. British Columbia will not, in respect of Submerged Lands that are wholly contained within 

Kitselas Lands: 

a) grant an estate in fee simple; 

b) grant a lease that, with any rights of renewal, may exceed 25 years; 

c) transfer administration and control for a period that may exceed 25 years; or 

d) otherwise dispose of an interest in, or authorize the use or occupation of, Submerged 

Lands if that disposition, use or occupation would adversely affect those Kitselas Lands 

or the applicable Kitselas interests described in the Final Agreement, 

without the consent of Kitselas. 

39. Paragraphs 37 and 38 do not affect the riparian rights of the upland owners of Kitselas Lands 

adjacent to Submerged Lands. 

40. Submerged Lands which are part of Former Kitselas Indian Reserves form part of the Kitselas 

Lands. 

41. No transfer of Submerged Lands to Kitselas in accordance with the Final Agreement includes 

the exclusive right to fish, property rights in fish or the right to allocate fish. 

Accretions to First Nation Lands 

42. Kitselas will own lawful accretions to Kitselas Lands. 

43. If Kitselas provides to Canada and British Columbia a certificate issued by the Surveyor 

General of British Columbia confirming that there has been a lawful accretion, then upon 

receipt of the certificate by Canada and British Columbia the accreted land will become Kitselas 

Lands and Appendix B will be amended in accordance with the process set out in paragraphs 56 

to 60 of the General Provisions Chapter. 

Indemnity and Confirmation 

44. British Columbia will indemnify and forever save harmless Kitselas from any damages, losses, 

liabilities or costs, excluding fees and disbursements of solicitors and other professional 

advisors, that Kitselas may suffer or incur in connection with or as a result of any claims, 

demands, actions or proceedings relating to or arising out of: 
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a) the omission from Appendix C of the name of a person who, immediately before the 

Effective Date, had an interest in Kitselas Lands that had been granted by British Columbia; 

or 

b) the incorrect naming of a person in Appendix C as a person entitled to an interest, where 

another person was actually entitled, immediately before the Effective Date, to the interest 

in Kitselas Lands that had been granted by British Columbia. 

Site Remediation on Kitselas Lands 

45. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will identify any Kitselas Lands in Appendix B to the 

Final Agreement that may require appropriate remediation in accordance with the 

Environmental Management Act. 

46. If, after the Effective Date, Kitselas decides to develop lands set out pursuant to paragraph 45, it 

will provide notice of such development to British Columbia. 

47. After receiving notice in accordance with paragraph 46, British Columbia will inspect the 

applicable site and if it is determined that site is a Contaminated Site, British Columbia will 

undertake or cause to be undertaken appropriate remediation of the site in accordance with the 

Environmental Management Act and paragraph 48. 

48. In determining whether a site referred to in paragraph 47 is a Contaminated Site and in 

determining the extent of the appropriate remediation of such site, the use of that site is deemed 

to be the use to be described in a Schedule of the Final Agreement. 

49. British Columbia or any person undertaking the inspection or remediation of a site in 

accordance with paragraph 47, will provide Kitselas with notice: 

a) before commencing any inspection or remediation; and 

b) the opportunity to observe any inspection or remediation. 

50. Nothing in this Agreement limits the ability of British Columbia to recover costs incurred in 

inspecting and remediating a site referred to in paragraph 47 from any third party determined to 

be a Responsible Person in respect of the Contamination of that site. 

51. British Columbia is not liable in respect of the Contamination of any site referred to in 

paragraph 45 which occurs after the Effective Date. 

52. The transfer of Former Federal Lands to Kitselas in accordance with this Agreement does not, 

in and of itself, result in British Columbia being determined to be a Responsible Person in 

respect of any potential Contamination of any Former Federal Lands. 

53. British Columbia is not required to prepare and provide a Site Profile for any lands transferred 

to Kitselas in accordance with this Agreement. 

Additions to Kitselas Lands 

54. At any time after the Effective Date, at Kitselas’ request, and with the agreement of British 

Columbia, Kitselas may add to Kitselas Lands, land that is: 

a) owned in fee simple by Kitselas; 

b) within the Kitselas Area; and 

c) outside of municipal boundaries, or within municipal boundaries if the municipality 

consents. 
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55. At any time after the Effective Date, with the agreement of Canada, Kitselas may add to 

Kitselas Lands land that is: 

a) owned in fee simple by Kitselas; 

b) within the Kitselas Area; and 

c) in areas free from overlap with another First Nation unless that First Nation consents; 

56. When making a decision pursuant to paragraphs 54 and 55, Canada and British Columbia may 

take into account other matters that Canada or British Columbia considers relevant. 

57. Nothing in paragraph 54 or 55 obligates Canada or British Columbia to pay any costs associated 

with the purchase or transfer of the land that is added to Kitselas Lands under paragraph 54 or 

55or any other costs related to the addition of the land to Kitselas Lands. 

58. Kitselas will own the Subsurface Resources on land that is added to Kitselas Lands under 

paragraph 54 or 55 if: 

a) the fee simple title includes ownership of the Subsurface Resources; or 

b) British Columbia owns the Subsurface Resources and British Columbia and Kitselas 

agree. 

59. If Kitselas adds land to Kitselas Lands under paragraph 54 or 55, the land will, if necessary, be 

surveyed in accordance with the Final Agreement, and the Parties will amend Appendix B, in 

accordance with the amendment provisions of the General Provisions Chapter, to reflect the 

addition of the land, and the land will become Kitselas Lands when the amendment takes effect. 

Continuation of Interests 

60. A parcel of land added to Kitselas Lands in accordance with paragraphs 54 to 59 continues to be 

subject to any interest existing immediately before the parcel of land becomes Kitselas Lands, 

unless the holder of such interest otherwise agrees in writing. 

61. For greater certainty, Kitselas’ ownership of Subsurface Resources is subject to any Subsurface 

Tenures existing immediately before the acquisition of the parcel of land by Kitselas and those 

Subsurface Tenures continue to be administered by British Columbia in accordance with 

paragraphs 7 to 14 of the Subsurface Resources Chapter. 

Expropriation  

Limits on Provincial Expropriation of Kitselas Lands 

62. Before the Final Agreement, BC and Kitselas will agree on the principles and processes in 

respect of expropriation on Kitselas Lands by a Provincial Expropriating Authority 

Limits on Federal Expropriation of Kitselas Lands 

63. Canada acknowledges that it is of fundamental importance to maintain the size and integrity of 

Kitselas Lands and, therefore as a general principle interests in Kitselas Lands will not be 

expropriated. 

64. An interest in Kitselas Lands may be expropriated by a Federal Expropriating Authority in 

accordance with federal legislation, Appendix E and with the consent of the Governor-in-

Council. 
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65. If a Federal Expropriating Authority expropriates Kitselas Lands, only the most limited interest 

in Kitselas Lands necessary and will be expropriated for the shortest time possible. 

66. Nothing in the Final Agreement affects or limits the application of the Emergencies Act or any 

successor legislation and the Emergencies Act continues to apply in all aspects to Kitselas 

Lands. 

Law-Making 

67. The Kitselas Government may make laws with respect to: 

a) the use of Kitselas Lands, including: 

i) management; 

ii) land use planning, zoning and development; and 

iii) designation, including the designation of Kitselas Public Lands or Kitselas 

Private Lands; 

b) the creation, allocation, ownership and disposition of interests or estates in Kitselas 

Lands including: 

i) fee simple estates or any lesser estate or interest; 

ii) mortgages; 

iii) leases, licences, permits, easements, and Rights of Way, including Rights of Way 

and covenants similar to those in sections 218 and 219 of the Land Title Act; and 

iv) any conditions or restrictions, including restrictions on alienation, on such estates 

or interests; 

c) the establishment and operation of a Kitselas land title or land registry system for 

Kitselas Lands that are not registered in the Land Title Office; and 

d) expropriation for public purposes and public works by the Kitselas Government of 

interests or estates in Kitselas Lands where Kitselas provides fair compensation to the 

owner of the estate or interest and the expropriation is of the smallest estate or interest 

necessary for the public purpose or public work. 

68. Notwithstanding subparagraph 67.d) Kitselas may not expropriate: 

a) interests or estates, granted or continued on the Effective Date, or thereafter replaced in 

accordance with the Final Agreement, unless specifically provided for in the Final 

Agreement; 

b) interests or estates expropriated or otherwise acquired after Effective Date by a Federal 

Expropriating Authority or a Provincial Expropriating Authority; and 

c) any other interests upon which the Parties have agreed to in the Final Agreement. 

69. For the purposes of subparagraph 67.b), Kitselas may make laws with respect to estates or 

interests in Kitselas Lands that are:  

a) not recognized under Federal Law or Provincial Law; or 

b) recognized under Federal Law or Provincial Law provided that they are consistent with 

Federal Law or Provincial Law with respect to those estates or interests. 
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70. For greater certainty, a Kitselas Law under subparagraph 67.b)iv) in respect of an interest 

granted under paragraph 35 is not inconsistent with common law principles. 

71. Subject to paragraph 72, Kitselas Law under paragraph 67 prevails to the extent of a Conflict 

with Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

72. Federal Law or Provincial Law with respect to matrimonial real property prevails to the extent 

of a Conflict with Kitselas Law made under subparagraphs 67.b) and 67.c). 

73. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will address the issue of Kitselas land use and the 

continued safe operation of the Terrace Airport, and make any necessary changes to the Final 

Agreement to reflect the agreement of the Parties. 

Agricultural Land Reserve 

74. Before the Final Agreement the Parties will address the question of agricultural land reserve 

designations on Kitselas Lands. 

Commercial Recreation Tenure 

75. Before the Final Agreement, Kitselas and British Columbia will develop management plans for 

proposed commercial recreation tenures that British Columbia and Kitselas may agree to, 

which: 

a) set out the recreational activities; 

b) reflect the environmental values in the defined area; 

c) set out the boundaries of the operating areas; and  

d) set out phase-in periods for the operations. 

76. After the Effective Date and upon satisfactory application by Kitselas, British Columbia will 

issue commercial recreation tenures to Kitselas for the operating areas described in the 

management plans in paragraph 75. 

77. During the phase-in period for any commercial recreation tenures to be issued under paragraph 

76, British Columbia will not issue other commercial recreation tenures which would directly 

conflict with the management plans for Kitselas commercial recreation tenures. 
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CHAPTER 4 - LAND TITLE 

 

 

Federal Title Registration 

1. Federal land title and land registry laws, other than laws with respect to the survey and 

recording of interests or estates that are owned by Canada and are in Kitselas Lands, do not 

apply to any parcel of Kitselas Lands. 

Land Title System 

2. The Land Title Act does not apply to a parcel of Kitselas Lands for which: 

a) no application has been made under the Land Title Act in accordance with the Final 

Agreement for the registration of an indefeasible title; 

b) an application has been made under the Land Title Act in accordance with the Final 

Agreement for the registration of an indefeasible title and that application has been 

withdrawn or rejected; or 

c) the indefeasible title under the Land Title Act has been cancelled in accordance with the 

Final Agreement. 

3. If Kitselas applies under the Land Title Act, in accordance with the Final Agreement, for the 

registration of an indefeasible title to a parcel of Kitselas Lands, then, effective from the time of 

application and until the application has been withdrawn or rejected, or the indefeasible title is 

cancelled, the Land Title Act, but not any Kitselas Law with respect to land title or land 

registration made pursuant to the Final Agreement, applies to the parcel. 

Application for Registration of Indefeasible Title 

4. Only Kitselas may apply under the Land Title Act for the initial registration of an indefeasible 

title to a parcel of Kitselas Lands for which no indefeasible title is registered at the time of 

application, and such application may be made in the name of Kitselas or on behalf of another 

person. 

5. Kitselas will, as soon as practicable after the Effective Date, apply for the registration of 

indefeasible title under paragraph 4 to those parcels of Kitselas Lands for which no indefeasible 

title is registered and for which Kitselas has granted a Tenure or replacement Tenure identified 

in Appendix C-1, C-2 and C-4.  

Land Title Fees 

6. If Kitselas applies for the registration of an indefeasible title to a parcel of Kitselas Lands for 

which no indefeasible title has been registered after the Effective Date, and the proposed 

registered owner in fee simple is Kitselas, a Kitselas Corporation, or a Kitselas Public 

Institution, no land title fees are payable with respect to the application by which the proposed 

registered owner becomes the registered owner. 

Kitselas Certificate 

7. Kitselas, when applying for the registration of an indefeasible title to a parcel of Kitselas Lands 

under paragraph 4, will provide to the Registrar: 
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a) a description of the boundaries of the parcel; 

b) a certificate of the Kitselas Government certifying that, on the date of the Kitselas 

Certificate, the person named as the owner in fee simple in the Kitselas Certificate is the 

owner of the estate in fee simple of the parcel, and certifying that the Kitselas Certificate 

sets out all: 

i) subsisting conditions, provisos, restrictions, exceptions, and reservations 

contained in the original or any other conveyance or disposition from Kitselas 

whether in favour of Kitselas or another person; 

ii) interests or estates; and 

iii) charges with respect to a debt owed to Kitselas, to which the estate in fee simple 

of the parcel is subject; and  

c) registrable copies of all documents necessary to register all of the items referred to in 

subparagraph 7(b). 

8. A Kitselas Certificate will expire if: 

a) within seven days of the date of the Kitselas Certificate, Kitselas has not made an 

application for registration of an indefeasible title to the parcel referred to in the Kitselas 

Certificate; or 

b) an application under subparagraph 8(a) has been made but that application has been 

withdrawn or rejected. 

Registration of Indefeasible Title 

9. If Kitselas makes an application for the registration of indefeasible title to a parcel of Kitselas 

Lands under paragraph 4, and if the Registrar is satisfied that: 

a) a good safe holding and marketable title in fee simple for the parcel has been established 

by Kitselas; 

b) the boundaries of the parcel are sufficiently defined by the description provided by 

Kitselas; 

c) all of the estates, interests, and other charges set out in the Kitselas Certificate are 

registrable under the Land Title Act; and 

d) the Kitselas Certificate has not expired under paragraph 8, 

then the Registrar must: 

e) register the indefeasible title to the parcel; 

f) make a note on the indefeasible title that the parcel is Kitselas Lands and may be subject 

to conditions, provisos, restrictions, exceptions, and reservations in favour of Kitselas or 

another person; 

g) register as charges the estates and interests set out in subparagraph 7.b)ii) and the other 

charges set out in subparagraph 7.b)iii); and 

h) provide a copy of the indefeasible title to Kitselas. 
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10. The Registrar is entitled to rely on, and is not required to make any inquiries with respect to, the 

matters certified in the Kitselas Certificate and a person deprived of an estate, interest, 

condition, proviso, restriction, exception or reservation, in or to a parcel of Kitselas Lands as a 

result of the reliance by the Registrar on the Kitselas Certificate, and the issuance by the 

Registrar of an indefeasible title based on the Kitselas Certificate, will have no recourse, at law 

or in equity, against the Registrar, the Assurance Fund established under Part 19.1 of the Land 

Title Act or British Columbia or Canada. 

11. No title adverse to, or in derogation of, the title of the registered owner of a parcel of Kitselas 

Lands under the Land Title Act will be acquired by length of possession and, for greater 

certainty, subsection 23(4) of the Land Title Act does not apply with respect to Kitselas Lands. 

Cancellation of Indefeasible Title 

12. Kitselas, and no other person, may apply under the Land Title Act in accordance with this 

Chapter for cancellation of the registration of an indefeasible title to a parcel of Kitselas Lands. 

13. Kitselas, when applying under the Land Title Act in accordance with this Chapter for the 

cancellation of the registration of an indefeasible title to a parcel of Kitselas Lands, will provide 

to the Registrar an application for cancellation of registration and will deliver to the Registrar 

any indefeasible title that may have been issued with respect to that parcel. 

14. Upon receiving an application from Kitselas for cancellation of the registration of an 

indefeasible title to a parcel of Kitselas Lands under paragraphs 12 and 13, and if: 

a) the registered owner of the estate in fee simple to the parcel is Kitselas, a Kitselas 

Corporation, a Kitselas Public Institution, and consents in writing; and 

b) the indefeasible title to the parcel is free and clear of all charges, except those in favour 

of Kitselas, 

then the Registrar will cancel the registration of the indefeasible title. 
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CHAPTER 5 – SUBSURFACE RESOURCES 

 

 

General 

1. Kitselas will own Subsurface Resources on or under Kitselas Lands where, before the Effective 

Date, Canada or British Columbia owns the Subsurface Resources. 

2. Kitselas ownership of Subsurface Resources is subject to the Subsurface Tenures listed in 

Appendix C-3.  

3. Subject to paragraph 12, Kitselas, as owner of Subsurface Resources, has authority to set fees, 

rents, royalties and other charges, except taxes, for exploration, development, extraction and 

production of Subsurface Resources owned by Kitselas.  

4. Nothing in the Final Agreement confers authority on Kitselas to make laws in relation to the 

exploration for, development, production, use and application of nuclear energy and atomic 

energy and the production, possession and use, for any purpose, of nuclear substances, 

prescribed substances, prescribed equipment and prescribed information. 

5. Nothing in the Final Agreement confers authority on Kitselas to make laws in respect of: 

a) spacing and target areas related to Petroleum and Natural Gas and Geothermal 

Resources, and conservation and allocation of Petroleum and Natural Gas and 

Geothermal Resources among parties having interests in the same reservoir; and  

b) Subsurface Tenures listed in Appendix C-3 and related Tenured Subsurface Resources. 

6. Before the Final Agreement, British Columbia and Kitselas will address the relationship 

between Provincial Law with respect to Subsurface Resources and Kitselas Law with respect to 

land use. 

Tenured Subsurface Resources 

7. Subject to paragraph 11, the Subsurface Tenures: 

a) continue in accordance with Provincial Law and the Final Agreement; and 

b) will be administered by British Columbia in accordance with Provincial Law and the 

Final Agreement. 

8. Provincial Law applies to any exploration, development, extraction and production of Tenured 

Subsurface Resources as if the Tenured Subsurface Resources were owned by British Columbia. 

9. In administering the Subsurface Tenures and Tenured Subsurface Resources, British Columbia 

may grant, as necessary, any related extensions, renewals, continuations, replacements or issue 

any further rights as the Tenured Subsurface Resources are developed. 

10. In administering the Subsurface Tenures and Tenured Subsurface Resources, British Columbia 

will notify the Kitselas Government before changing or eliminating any rents or royalties 

applicable to the Tenured Subsurface Resources. 
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11. British Columbia will: 

a) ensure that any rents and royalties applicable to Tenured Subsurface Resources that 

British Columbia would be entitled to receive after the Effective Date if those Tenured 

Subsurface Resources were owned by British Columbia, and any interest earned on 

those rents and royalties, are paid to Kitselas; and 

b) retain for administrative purposes any fees, charges or other payments applicable to 

Subsurface Tenures and Tenured Subsurface Resources under Provincial Law. 

12. Kitselas does not have the authority to establish fees, rents, royalties or other charges in relation 

to Subsurface Tenures, or the exploration, development, extraction or production of Tenured 

Subsurface Resources. 

13. Kitselas Lands will be treated as private lands under Provincial Law relating to Subsurface 

Resources for the purposes of resolving any access issues and compensation rights associated 

with any proposed entrance, occupation or use of Kitselas Lands by holders of Subsurface 

Tenures. For greater certainty, a holder of a Subsurface Tenure must obtain the agreement of the 

owner of Kitselas Lands before entering, occupying or using an area of Kitselas Lands, and any 

disagreements may be resolved under Provincial Law relating to access and compensation 

disputes involving Subsurface Resources. 

14. If a Subsurface Tenure forfeits, or is abandoned or surrendered, to British Columbia under 

Provincial Law, the Tenured Subsurface Resources and Kitselas Lands will no longer be subject 

to that Subsurface Tenure. 
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CHAPTER 6 – WATER 

 

 

Water Reservation 

1. Subject to there being sufficient Available Flow, the Final Agreement will provide for a water 

reservation under the Water Act in favour of Kitselas. 

2. The Kitselas water reservation established under the Water Act for Kitselas will specify the 

volume of unrecorded water, the Streams that are subject to the water reservation and the extent 

to which the water reservation applies to particular streams. 

3. Water reserved pursuant to the Kitselas water reservation may be used for domestic, industrial 

and agricultural purposes and excludes those purposes set out in paragraphs 28 to 32 of this 

Chapter. 

4. The Final Agreement will provide that the Kitselas water reservation will have priority over all 

Water Licences on that Stream, other than existing Water Licences on that Stream, Water 

Licences applied for on that Stream before a date to be agreed upon before the Final Agreement, 

and Water Licences issued from a water reservation established on that Stream before the date 

to be agreed upon before the Final Agreement. 

Water Licences 

5. A person seeking a Water Licence for volumes of water to be applied against the Kitselas water 

reservation must obtain written consent from Kitselas before submitting that application to 

British Columbia.  

6. If a person applies to British Columbia under paragraph 5 for a Water Licence for volumes of 

flow to be applied against the Kitselas water reservation and:  

a) Kitselas has consented to the application; 

b) the application conforms to provincial regulatory requirements; 

c) there is sufficient unrecorded volume of flow in the Kitselas water reservation in 

accordance with paragraph 1; 

d) where required, the application includes provisions for storage where the monthly 

Available Flow during periods of low flow is insufficient to meet proposed 

consumption; and 

e) the application is for a volume of flow that, together with the total volume of flow 

licensed for that Stream under the Final Agreement, does not exceed the percentage of 

monthly Available Flow for that Stream as set out in the Final Agreement, 

 then British Columbia will approve the application and issue the Water Licence. 

7. A Water Licence issued to a person for use on Kitselas Lands under paragraph 6 will not be 

subject to any rentals, fees, or other charges, except taxes, by British Columbia. 

8. For greater certainty, a person may apply for Water Licences under paragraph 6 for use of water 

off Kitselas Lands. 
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9. The volume of flow approved in a Water Licence issued under paragraph 6 will be deducted 

from the unrecorded volume of flow in the Kitselas water reservation established under 

paragraph 1. 

10. If a Water Licence issued pursuant to paragraph 6 is cancelled, expires or otherwise terminates, 

the volume of flow in that Water Licence will be added back to the unrecorded volume of flow 

in Kitselas’ water reservation established under paragraph 1. 

11. The total volumes of flow under the Water Licences applied against Kitselas’ water reservation 

established in paragraph 1for each Stream will not exceed the monthly percentage of the 

Available Flow of that Stream as listed in a Schedule to the Final Agreement. 

12. The Final Agreement will not preclude Kitselas or Kitselas Participants from applying for 

additional Water Licences under Provincial Law not provided for under the water reservation 

established under paragraph 1. 

13. British Columbia will Consult with Kitselas respecting applications for Water Licences made 

after the Effective Date where the applicant may reasonably require access across or an interest 

in Kitselas Lands. 

14. If a person other than Kitselas, or a Kitselas Public Institution has a Water Licence and 

reasonably requires access across, or an interest in Kitselas Lands for the construction, 

maintenance, improvement or operation of works authorized under the Water Licence, Kitselas 

may not unreasonably withhold consent, and will take reasonable steps, to ensure that access or 

the granting of that interest, if the licence holder offers fair compensation to the owner of the 

estate or interest affected. 

15. If Kitselas, Kitselas Public Institution, Kitselas Corporation or a Kitselas Participant has a Water 

Licence approved under paragraph 6 and reasonably requires access across, or an interest in, 

Crown land for the construction, maintenance, improvement or operation of work authorized 

under the licence, British Columbia or Canada, as the case may be, will grant the access or 

interest on reasonable terms in accordance with Provincial Law. 

16. British Columbia or Kitselas may refer a dispute arising under paragraph 14 to be finally 

determined by arbitration in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Chapter. For the purposes 

of this paragraph, British Columbia will act on behalf of the third party on such terms and 

conditions as they may agree. 

17. Sections 27, 28, 29 and 30 of the Water Act respecting a licencee’s right to expropriate land do 

not apply on Kitselas Lands. 

18. For greater certainty, paragraph 14 does not apply to works, or access to works, on Kitselas 

Lands which are: 

a) authorized under the associated Water Licences referred to in Appendix C-3 Part 2 of 

this Agreement; and 

b) continue as provincial permits of occupation in accordance with provincial law or are 

replaced by Kitselas under paragraph 24 of the Lands Chapter. 

19. For greater certainty, the provisions of the Water Act regarding access for the construction, 

maintenance, improvement or operation of works across fee simple lands off Kitselas Lands 

apply with respect to Water Licences issued in accordance with paragraph 6. 
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20. Storage, diversion, extraction or use of water will be in accordance with Federal Law and 

Provincial Law. 

21. British Columbia may negotiate with Kitselas the role of Kitselas in the management and 

administration of Water Licences issued under Kitselas’ water reservation. 

Law-Making 

22. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of: 

a) the consent of Kitselas under subparagraph 6(a) to applications; and 

b) the supply and the use of water from a Water Licence issued in accordance with 

paragraph 6. 

23. A Kitselas Law under subparagraph 22.a) prevails to the extent of a Conflict with a Federal Law 

or Provincial Law. 

24. A Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with a Kitselas Law under 

subparagraph 22.b).  

Other  

25. If Federal Law or Provincial Law permits the sale of water, Kitselas may sell water in 

accordance with those laws. 

26. Nothing in the Final Agreement will alter Federal Law or Provincial Law in respect of property 

in water. 

27. Before the Final Agreement the Parties will address the issue of groundwater. 

Hydro Power Reservation 

28. In addition to the Kitselas water reservation established under paragraph 1, British Columbia 

will, subject to Available Flow, establish a water reservation of the unrecorded water of specific 

Streams identified in the Final Agreement in favour of Kitselas after the Effective Date to 

enable Kitselas to investigate the suitability of those Streams for hydro power purposes, 

including related storage purposes. 

29. If Kitselas applies for a water reservation for hydro power purposes on a Stream subject to the 

Kitselas hydro power reservation under paragraph 28, British Columbia, after considering the 

results of any investigation referred to in paragraph 28and subject to Available Flow, will 

establish a Kitselas hydro power reservation for hydro power purposes and any related storage 

purposes on that Stream if it considers that Stream to be suitable for hydro power purposes. 

30. If British Columbia establishes a water reservation for hydro power purposes on a Stream under 

paragraph 29, the Kitselas hydro power reservation under paragraph 28 will terminate in respect 

of that Stream. 

31. If, after British Columbia establishes a water reservation for hydro power purposes under 

paragraph 29, Kitselas applies for a Water Licence for hydro power purposes and any related 

storage purposes for a volume of flow from the Stream subject to that water reservation, British 

Columbia will grant the Water Licence if the proposed hydro power project conforms to Federal 

Law and Provincial Law, and there is sufficient Available Flow in the Stream. 

32. If British Columbia issues a Water Licence under paragraph 31, the water reservation 

established under paragraph 29will terminate in respect of that Stream. 
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Water Management 

33. Kitselas may participate in water planning processes in the Kitselas Area. 

34. With respect to the management of water within the Kitselas Area, Kitselas and Canada or 

British Columbia may negotiate agreements to: 

a) define respective roles and responsibilities of the Parties; 

b) coordinate activities related to: 

i) flood response and public safety; 

ii) protection of water quality; 

iii) water conservation; 

iv) Groundwater management and regulation; 

v) resource inventory; 

vi) monitoring of water quality and quantity; 

vii) management of and access to information; 

viii) water management objectives and planning; 

ix) any other matters as agreed to by the Parties; and 

c) identify watersheds that require water management planning. 

35. If a watershed includes both Kitselas Lands and provincial Crown land, and if Kitselas or 

British Columbia considers that the watershed is an important source of drinking water, British 

Columbia and Kitselas may negotiate agreements on the protection of drinking water in the 

area. 
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CHAPTER 7 - FOREST RESOURCES 

 

 

Forest Resources on Kitselas Lands 

1. On the Effective Date, Kitselas will own Forest Resources and Range Resources on Kitselas 

Lands. 

2. Kitselas Lands will be treated as Private Lands for the purposes of Provincial Law in respect of 

Forest Resources, Range Resources, Forest Practices and Range Practices. 

3. Kitselas, as owner of Kitselas Lands, will have exclusive authority to determine, collect and 

administer any fees, rents, or other charges except taxes relating to the harvesting of Forest 

Resources and Range Resources on Kitselas Lands. 

Law-Making 

4. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of Forest Resources, Range Resources, 

Forest Practices and Range Practices on Kitselas Lands.  

5. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 4.  

Timber Marking and Scaling 

6. Nothing in the Final Agreement will confer authority on the Kitselas Government to make laws 

applicable to timber marks, timber marking and scaling. 

7. For greater certainty, Provincial Law in respect of timber marks, timber marking and scaling 

will apply to Timber harvested on Kitselas Lands when transported off Kitselas Lands. 

Manufacture and Export of Timber Resources 

8. Timber harvested from Kitselas Lands will not be subject to any legal requirement under 

Provincial Law for use or manufacturing in British Columbia. 

9. Kitselas, or a person authorized by Kitselas, may export Logs harvested from Kitselas Lands in 

accordance with Federal Law and federal policy. 

Forest and Range Health 

10. Kitselas is responsible for the control of insects, diseases, invasive plants, animals or abiotic 

factors on Kitselas Lands which may affect the health of Forest Resources on Kitselas Lands. 

11. If Canada or British Columbia becomes aware of insects, diseases, invasive plants, animals or 

abiotic factors on Crown lands that may threaten the health of Forest Resources or Range 

Resources on adjacent Kitselas Lands, British Columbia or Canada, as the case may be, will 

notify Kitselas. 

12. If Kitselas becomes aware of insects, diseases, invasive plants, animals or abiotic factors on 

Kitselas Lands that may threaten Forest Resources or Range Resources on adjacent provincial 

or federal Crown lands, it will notify British Columbia or Canada, as the case may be.  

13. Following notification under paragraphs 11 and 12, Kitselas and British Columbia will develop 

an appropriate and reasonable co-operative response to minimize the impacts of such insects, 

diseases, invasive plants or abiotic factors. 
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14. Nothing in paragraphs 10, 11 or 12 limits the application of Federal Law or Provincial Law in 

relation to the health of Forest Resources or Range Resources. 

15. The Final Agreement will provide for information sharing in relation to Forest Practices on 

Kitselas Lands and on provincial Crown lands immediately adjacent to Kitselas Lands. 

Wildfire Suppression and Control 

16. Subject to the Wildfire Suppression Agreement entered into in accordance with paragraph 17 

and subject to paragraphs 18 and 21, Provincial Law with respect to the protection of resources 

from wildfire and for wildfire prevention and control will apply to Kitselas Lands as Private 

Lands. 

17. On the Effective Date, the Parties will enter into a Wildfire Suppression Agreement that will set 

out how the costs incurred by British Columbia for wildfire control on the Kitselas Lands for 

wildfires that originate on such lands, will be shared by British Columbia, Canada and Kitselas. 

18. Subject to the limitations on the scope of  Kitselas’ responsibility to pay wildfire control costs 

set out in the Wildfire Suppression Agreement, Kitselas will be responsible for one third of the 

costs incurred by British Columbia for wildfire control on Kitselas Lands for wildfires that 

originate on Kitselas Lands. 

19. If Kitselas caused or contributed to the spread of any wildfire due to its own negligence or 

wilful misconduct, Kitselas’ responsibility for costs is not limited by paragraphs 18. 

20. For greater certainty, the responsibility of Kitselas under paragraph 17 for the costs incurred by 

British Columbia for wildfire control does not include responsibility for any costs associated 

with wildfire control off Kitselas Lands. 

21. British Columbia will respond to a wildfire originating on Kitselas Lands on the same priority 

basis as provincial Crown land and in accordance with any priorities as set by the Minister. 

22. For the purposes of paragraph 17: 

a) unless terminated at the written request of Kitselas, the Wildfire Suppression Agreement 

will remain in effect between Kitselas and British Columbia, on the same terms, subject 

to those terms which Kitselas and British Columbia agree will be negotiated on a 

periodic basis; and  

b) Canada’s participation in the Wildfire Suppression Agreement will be limited to 

assuming a share of costs under that agreement for a period of 10 years commencing on 

the Effective Date. 

23. Subject to any cost-sharing arrangement which may be in effect between Canada and British 

Columbia regarding wildfire suppression on lands provided pursuant to land claims agreements, 

Canada and British Columbia may, at their respective discretion, enter into new agreements 

from time to time with respect to Canada's continuing participation in the Wildfire Suppression 

Agreement following the 10 year period referred to in subparagraph 22.b). 

24. Nothing under paragraph 17 or 18 limits the ability of any Party to pursue legal action against 

third parties. 

25. At the request of Kitselas, or in accordance with Provincial Law, British Columbia may enter on 

Kitselas Lands and assist in the provision of, or carry out, wildfire control. 
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Obligations Existing Before Effective Date 

26. Unless otherwise requested by Kitselas, British Columbia will ensure that any obligation that 

applies on Kitselas Lands in respect of Forest Practices and Range Practices will be fulfilled in 

accordance with Provincial Law. 

27. Kitselas will provide access to Kitselas Lands at no cost to British Columbia and to any tenure 

holder whose rights to Forest and Range Resources under paragraph 28 cease to be valid, and to 

their respective employees, agents, contractors, successors or assigns, so that they may fulfill 

the obligations referred to in paragraph 26. 

Timber Harvesting Rights Existing Before the Effective Date 

28. British Columbia will ensure that on the Effective Date, any portion of: 

a) any agreement under the Forest Act or Range Act; and 

b) any plan, permit or authorization associated with any agreement under the Forest Act or 

Range Act that applies on Kitselas Lands 

ceases to be valid. 

Forest Research Plots 

29. On the Effective Date, Kitselas will grant to British Columbia licences in the applicable form in 

Appendix C-5, to enter onto Kitselas Lands for the purpose of conducting forestry related 

studies, tests and experiments, for those research installations and growth and yield sites 

respectively identified for illustrative purposes as “Growth and Yield Plots” and “Research 

Installations” in Appendix C-4. 

Other 

30. Before the Final Agreement, British Columbia and Kitselas will negotiate and attempt to reach 

agreement on a long-term forest licence(s) to be held by Kitselas outside of treaty. 
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CHAPTER 8 – ACCESS 

 

 

General 

1. Except as modified by the Final Agreement: 

a) Kitselas, as owner of Kitselas Lands, has the same rights and obligations with respect to 

public access to Kitselas Lands as other owners of estates in fee simple have with respect to 

public access to their land; and 

b) with respect to unoccupied Kitselas Lands, Kitselas has liabilities and limitations on 

liabilities similar to those of the provincial Crown with respect to unoccupied provincial 

Crown land. 

2. Nothing in the Final Agreement will affect the public right of navigation on navigable waters. 

Designation of Kitselas Private Lands 

3. On the Effective Date, Kitselas Lands to be identified in Appendix G to the Final Agreement 

will be designated as Kitselas Private Lands. 

4. After the Effective Date, Kitselas may designate portions of Kitselas Lands as Kitselas Private 

Lands if: 

a) Kitselas has granted an interest comparable to an interest granted by British Columbia 

on provincial Crown lands that excludes public access; or 

b) the Kitselas Lands are used for commercial, cultural, resource development or other uses 

that are incompatible with public access. 

5. If Kitselas intends to designate Kitselas Lands as Kitselas Private Lands in accordance with 

paragraph 4, Kitselas will: 

a) provide reasonable notice to British Columbia, Canada and the public of the proposed 

designation; and 

b) consider any views advanced by British Columbia, Canada or the public in respect of the 

proposed designation. 

6. If Kitselas intends to change the locations or boundaries of Kitselas Private Land, it will: 

a) provide reasonable notice to British Columbia, Canada and the public of the proposed 

changes; and 

b) consider any views advanced by British Columbia, Canada or the public in respect of the 

proposed changes. 

7. If the designation of Kitselas Lands as Kitselas Private Lands has the effect of preventing public 

access to an area or location to which there is a public right of access under Federal Law or 

Provincial Law, such as navigable waters or Crown roads, Kitselas will provide reasonable 

alternative means of public access to that area or location. 
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8. For greater certainty, paragraph 7 will not apply where British Columbia and Kitselas agree that 

a reasonable alternative means of public access to an area or location, to which there is a public 

right of access under Federal Law or Provincial Law, across provincial Crown land already 

exists. 

9. Kitselas acknowledge that the public continues to have an interest in being able to access, for 

temporary recreational uses and temporary non-commercial purposes, Kitselas Public Lands. 

10. The Final Agreement will contain provisions for maintaining reasonable public access, for 

temporary recreational uses and temporary non-commercial purposes, to Kitselas Public Lands. 

Public Access on Kitselas Lands 

11. Kitselas will allow reasonable public access on Kitselas Public Lands for temporary recreational 

uses and temporary non-commercial purposes, including reasonable opportunities for the public 

to hunt and fish on Kitselas Public Lands, but public access does not include: 

a) harvesting or extracting resources unless authorized by Kitselas or as in accordance with 

the Final Agreement; 

b) causing damage to Kitselas Lands or resources on Kitselas Lands; 

c) causing a nuisance; or 

d) interfering with other uses authorized by Kitselas or interfering with the ability of 

Kitselas to authorize uses or dispose of its Kitselas Lands. 

12. For greater certainty, public access contemplated by paragraph 11 will be in accordance with 

Kitselas Law regulating public access to Kitselas Lands. 

Access to Interests on and Adjacent to Kitselas Lands 

13. As may be required, the Final Agreement will provide that Kitselas will allow reasonable access 

across Kitselas Lands, at no cost, to the interests that will be set out in the Final Agreement, 

consistent with the terms and conditions of those interests. 

14. If no other reasonable access exists across Crown land, Kitselas will allow reasonable access, at 

no cost, across Kitselas Lands to any interest located adjacent or in close proximity to Kitselas 

Lands, consistent with the terms and conditions of those interests. 

Access to Estates in Fee Simple 

15. Kitselas will allow reasonable access, at least as favourable as that which exists immediately 

before the Effective Date, across its Kitselas Lands at no cost to the estates in fee simple that 

will be set out in the Final Agreement or any subdivided portions thereof. 

16. British Columbia or Kitselas may refer any Disagreement in respect of paragraphs 13 or 15 to 

be finally determined by arbitration under the Dispute Resolution Chapter without having to 

proceed to Stages One or Two. 

17. For greater certainty, nothing in paragraphs 13 or 15 obligates Kitselas to pay any costs 

associated with access to a tenure or fee simple estate referred to in those paragraphs. 

18. Kitselas will take reasonable measures to notify the public of the terms and conditions 

respecting public access to Kitselas Public Lands. 
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Law-Making 

19. The Kitselas Government may make laws regulating public access on Kitselas Lands for the 

purposes of: 

a) public safety; 

b) prevention of harvesting or extracting of resources owned by Kitselas;  

c) prevention of nuisance or damage, including forest fire prevention; and 

d) protection of sensitive habitat. 

20. Kitselas Law made under subparagraph 19.b) prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal 

Law or Provincial Law. 

21. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law made 

under subparagraphs 19.a) 19.c) and 19.d). 

22. The Kitselas Government will notify British Columbia and Canada in respect of a Kitselas Law 

proposed by it that would significantly affect public access on Kitselas Public Lands. 

Access to Kitselas Lands 

23. Residents and interest holders on Kitselas Lands will have access to their property and ancillary 

interests, including access on Kitselas Roads, subject to the terms and conditions of their leases, 

permits and tenures.  

24. Agents, employees, contractors, and representatives of Canada, British Columbia, Local 

Government, Public Utilities, Railways and NAV CANADA, or any other successor entity, and 

members of the Canadian Armed Forces, or peace officers appointed under Federal Law or 

Provincial Law, may, in accordance with Federal Law or Provincial Law, enter, cross and stay 

temporarily on Kitselas Lands at no cost to: 

a) deliver and manage programs and services; 

b) carry out inspections; 

c) enforce law; 

d) carry out the terms of the Final Agreement; 

e) respond to emergencies and natural disasters; and 

f) carry out other duties under Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

25. The Final Agreement will not affect the ability of persons acting in an official capacity pursuant 

to lawful authority to have access to Kitselas Lands. 

26. The Final Agreement will not limit the authority of Canada or the Minister of National Defence 

to carry out activities related to national defence and security on Kitselas Lands, without 

payment of any fees or other charges to Kitselas except as provided for under Federal Law. 

27. Unless otherwise agreed, Canada or British Columbia will provide reasonable notice of entry to 

Kitselas Lands under paragraphs 24 to 26 to the Kitselas Government: 

a) before the entry if it is practicable to do so; or 

b) as soon as practicable after the entry. 
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28. The requirement to provide reasonable notice under paragraph 27 does not apply to peace 

officers, investigators or federal and provincial law enforcement officers carrying out duties 

under Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

29. Any person exercising a right of access in accordance with paragraph 24 will act in accordance 

with Federal Law or Provincial Law, including the payment of compensation for any damage to 

Kitselas Lands if required by Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

Kitselas Access to Crown Lands 

30. Agents, employees, contractors, and representatives of the Kitselas Government may, in 

accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law and the terms of any uses authorized by the 

Crown, enter, cross and stay temporarily on Crown land, at no cost to: 

a) deliver and manage programs and services; 

b) carry out inspections; 

c) respond to emergencies and natural disasters;  

d) enforce Kitselas Law; 

e) carry out the terms of the Final Agreement; and 

f) carry out other duties under Kitselas Law. 

31. Unless otherwise agreed, the Kitselas Government will provide reasonable notice of entry onto 

Crown land under paragraph 30 to Canada or British Columbia as the case may be: 

a) before the entry if it is practicable to do so; or 

b) as soon as practicable after the entry. 

32. Any person exercising a right of access in accordance with paragraph 30 will act in accordance 

with Federal Law or Provincial Law, including the payment of compensation for any damage if 

required by Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

33. If an authorized use or disposition of provincial Crown land would deny Kitselas reasonable 

access to Kitselas Lands, British Columbia will provide Kitselas with reasonable alternative 

means of access to Kitselas Lands. 

34. For greater certainty, in addition to the access provisions set out in this Chapter, Kitselas 

Participants will have the same access on provincial Crown land as other residents under 

Provincial Law. 
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CHAPTER 9 – ROADS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 

 

 

Kitselas Roads and Crown Corridors 

1. All Kitselas Roads on Kitselas Lands will be owned by Kitselas. 

2. For greater certainty, Crown Corridors set out in Appendix D are not part of Kitselas Lands and 

are owned by British Columbia. The width of Crown Corridors is 30 metres unless otherwise 

specified in Appendix D. 

3. British Columbia will Consult with Kitselas regarding new uses or major road construction 

within Crown Corridors adjacent to Kitselas Lands. 

Crown Corridors No Longer Required 

4. If British Columbia no longer requires any portion of a Crown Corridor identified in Appendix 

D, it will transfer the estate in fee simple, including the Subsurface Resources if they are owned 

by the Crown, for that portion of the Crown Corridor to Kitselas. 

5. If Kitselas acquires a portion of a Crown Corridor in accordance with paragraph 4, such parcel 

of land will be added to Kitselas Lands upon Kitselas becoming the owner of such parcel of 

land and Appendix B is deemed to be amended to reflect such addition to Kitselas Lands, unless 

Kitselas provides notice to British Columbia and Canada before the date of such transfer that 

such lands are not to be added to Kitselas Lands. 

Realignment of Provincial Roads 

6. If British Columbia acquires by agreement or expropriates an estate or interest in a parcel of 

Kitselas Lands for the purpose of realigning all or a portion of a Provincial Road: 

a) at the request of Kitselas, British Columbia will transfer to Kitselas that portion of the 

Provincial Road on or adjacent to Kitselas Lands that is no longer required for road, 

highway or Public Utility purposes and that land will become Kitselas Lands; 

b) the estate or interest transferred to or expropriated by British Columbia for the purpose 

of such realignment will be the same as the estate or interest held by British Columbia in 

the pre-existing Provincial Road; and 

c) upon completion of any transfers or expropriation under this paragraph, Appendices B 

and D will, where appropriate, be amended in accordance with the process set out in the 

amendment provisions of the General Provisions Chapter. 

7. Where Kitselas does not request a transfer under subparagraph 6(a): 

a) British Columbia will not transfer its interest in the pre-existing Provincial Road to 

Kitselas; 

b) Kitselas will transfer any Kitselas Lands between the pre-existing Provincial Road and 

the new Provincial Road to British Columbia; and 

c) British Columbia will compensate Kitselas for the value of the estate or interest acquired 

by British Columbia under subparagraphs 6(b) and 7(b). 
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Entry on Kitselas Lands Outside Crown Corridors 

8. In addition to the provisions of the Access Chapter, British Columbia, a Local Government or a 

Public Utility and their employees, agents, contractors, or representatives will have access to 

Kitselas Lands, including Kitselas Roads, at no cost for the purpose of undertaking works, 

including: 

a) constructing drainage works; 

b) carrying out repairs; 

c) maintaining slope stability;  

d) removing dangerous Timber or other hazards; or 

e) carrying out vegetation management, 

where the work is necessary for constructing, operating, maintaining, repairing, replacing, 

removing or protecting Crown Corridors, Rights of Way, Public Utility works or other works 

located on Rights of Way or Public Utility works located on or adjacent to Kitselas Lands. 

9. Paragraph 8 is subject to the terms of any grant issued by Kitselas to British Columbia, a Local 

Government or a Public Utility. 

10. Unless otherwise agreed to by Kitselas, Timber removed from Kitselas Lands in accordance 

with paragraph 8 remain the property of Kitselas. 

Work Plan 

11. Before commencing any work referred to in paragraph 8, British Columbia, a Local 

Government or a Public Utility will deliver to Kitselas a written work plan describing the effect 

and extent of the proposed work on Kitselas Lands. 

12. Kitselas will, within 30 days of receiving a work plan under paragraph 11, notify British 

Columbia, a Local Government or a Public Utility, as the case may be, if it approves the work 

plan, such approval not to be unreasonably withheld. 

13. If Kitselas does not approve a work plan prepared by British Columbia under paragraph 11, the 

dispute will be finally determined by arbitration under the Dispute Resolution Chapter without 

having to proceed through Stages One and Two. 

14. Notwithstanding paragraphs 11 to 13, BC Hydro’s obligations with respect to work plan 

requirements will only be as set out in the Rights of Way granted to BC Hydro under the Final 

Agreement and other Rights of Way entered into between BC Hydro and Kitselas from time to 

time and paragraphs 11 to 13 shall not apply to BC Hydro. 

Undertaking Works 

15. In undertaking works referred to in paragraph 8, the person undertaking the work will minimize 

the damage to and time spent on Kitselas Lands, and will pay fair compensation for any 

interference with or damage to Kitselas Lands that results from work undertaken by or on behalf 

of the party. 

16. If British Columbia or Kitselas do not agree on compensation under paragraph 15 with respect 

to the works undertaken by British Columbia, the dispute will be finally determined by 

arbitration under the Dispute Resolution Chapter without having to proceed through Stages One 

and Two. 
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Emergency Works 

17. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Final Agreement, British Columbia, a Local 

Government, or a Public Utility may access Kitselas Lands and undertake works and take steps 

on Kitselas Lands that are urgently required in order to repair or protect works constructed on 

Crown Corridors or Rights of Way, or to protect individuals or vehicles using Crown Corridors 

or Rights of Way. 

18. A person undertaking works under paragraph 17 will notify Kitselas that it has undertaken 

works on Kitselas Lands. 

Public Utilities 

19. Kitselas will issue the Public Utility Rights of Way identified in Appendix C-2, as provided for 

in paragraphs 22 to 31 of the Lands Chapter. 

20. With the prior written approval of Kitselas, a Public Utility may extend or locate and install new 

distribution works on Kitselas Lands on substantially the same terms and conditions as 

contained in Appendix C-5 where extended or new works are necessary to meet demand for 

service on or off Kitselas Lands. 

21. With the prior written approval of Kitselas, a Public Utility may extend or locate and install new 

transmission works on Kitselas Lands on substantially the same terms and conditions as 

contained in Appendix C-5 where extended or new transmission works are necessary to meet 

demand for service on Kitselas Lands. 

22. Kitselas will not unreasonably withhold approval for works referred to in paragraphs 20 or 21. 

23. Nothing in paragraph 20 requires a Public Utility to obtain the approval of Kitselas for usual 

service extensions or connections to Public Utility works or to deliver and manage service to 

customers of a Public Utility. 

24. Kitselas Law will not apply to the regulation of the business of a Public Utility, nor the 

planning, development, construction, repair, maintenance, operation or decommissioning of a 

Public Utility’s authorized works. 

25. Without limiting the generality of paragraph 24, Kitselas Law and Kitselas’ use or occupation of 

Kitselas Lands will not impair or frustrate: 

a) a Public Utility’s authorized use or occupation of its Public Utility Rights of Way or the 

Public Utility’s works located on its Public Utility Rights of Way; or  

b) a Public Utility’s authorized use or occupation of Kitselas Lands or the Public Utility’s 

works located on Kitselas Lands. 

26. Without limiting paragraph 24, Kitselas shall, upon notice by BC Hydro, which may enforce 

this section in legal proceedings, indemnify BC Hydro from and against any cost or liability 

arising or incurred as a result of BC Hydro complying with a Kitselas Law that regulates or 

purports to regulate BC Hydro's undertaking or works on Kitselas Lands, to the extent that such 

costs or liabilities are in excess of those that would have arisen or been incurred under any 

existing applicable Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

27. Public Utility Rights of Way established after the Effective Date on or adjacent to Kitselas 

Lands will be subject to the provisions of the Final Agreement. 
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Consultation Regarding Traffic Regulation 

28. Upon request of Kitselas, British Columbia will Consult with Kitselas with respect to existing 

regulation by British Columbia of traffic and transportation on a Crown Corridor that is adjacent 

to a settled area on Kitselas Lands. 

Access and Safety Regulation 

29. British Columbia will retain the authority to regulate all matters relating to: 

a) the location and design of intersecting roads giving access to Crown Corridors from 

Kitselas Lands, including: 

i) regulating or requiring signs, signals, or other traffic control devices on Crown 

Corridors; 

ii) regulating or requiring merging lanes, on ramps and off ramps; or 

iii) requiring contributions to the cost of the matters referred to in subparagraphs 

29(a)( i) and 29(a)(ii); and 

b) the height and location of structures on Kitselas Lands immediately adjacent to Crown 

Corridors, only to the extent reasonably required to protect the safety of the users of 

Crown Corridors. 

30. Subject to provincial requirements, including those set out in paragraph 29, British Columbia 

will not unreasonably deny Kitselas access to a Provincial Road from Kitselas Lands. 

31. British Columbia will provide Kitselas with any licence, permit or approval required under 

Provincial Law to join or intersect a Provincial Road with a Kitselas Road if: 

a) the application for the required licence, permit or approval complies with Provincial 

Law, including the payment of any prescribed fees; and 

b) the joining or intersecting Kitselas Road complies with standards established under 

Provincial Law for equivalent Provincial Roads. 

32. Subject to provisions of the Final Agreement, British Columbia will not zone or otherwise 

regulate land use on Kitselas Lands adjacent to Crown Corridors. 

33. Kitselas will Consult with British Columbia on any access or public safety issue associated with 

land use decisions relating to the development of Kitselas Lands adjacent to Crown Corridors. 

Roads 

34. Kitselas Roads will be administered, controlled and maintained by Kitselas. 

35. In accordance with the Final Agreement, unless otherwise designated as private, Kitselas will 

allow public use of Kitselas Roads. 

Gravel 

36. Kitselas will have reasonable access at no cost, other than the cost of extraction, refinement and 

transportation, to sufficient quantities of gravel and related aggregate materials from existing 

gravel on provincial Crown lands in the vicinity of Kitselas Lands to fulfill any obligations it 

may have to construct, maintain or repair roads or Rights of Way on Kitselas Lands. 
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37. British Columbia will have reasonable access at no cost, other than the cost of extraction, 

refinement and transportation, to sufficient quantities of gravel and related aggregate materials 

from existing gravel on Kitselas Lands. Gravel and related aggregate materials extracted from 

those sites will be used to fulfill any obligations British Columbia may have to construct, 

maintain or repair roads and public Rights of Way. 

38. The Final Agreement will contain provisions for Kitselas and British Columbia to prepare 

gravel management plans in respect of paragraphs 36 and 37 respectively. 
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CHAPTER 10 – FISHERIES 

 

 

1. As set out in paragraph 3 of the General Provisions Chapter, while this Agreement does not 

address fisheries matters, the Parties will address those matters before the Final Agreement. 

2. For greater certainty, this Agreement is not intended to affect any aboriginal fishing rights that 

Kitselas may have. 
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CHAPTER 11 – WILDLIFE 

 

 

General 

1. Kitselas will have the right to harvest Wildlife for Domestic Purposes within the Harvest Area  

throughout the year in accordance with the Final Agreement. 

2. The Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife will be limited by measures necessary for conservation, 

public health or public safety. 

3. The Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife is held by Kitselas and cannot be alienated. 

4. The Final Agreement will provide that if Canada and British Columbia enter into a treaty with a 

Tsimshian First Nation, other than Kitselas, that provides for harvesting of Wildlife by Kitselas 

Participants in areas outside the Harvest Area, the Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach 

agreement to amend the boundaries of the Harvest Area to include those additional areas and to 

make other necessary amendments to the Final Agreement. 

5. The Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife is a right to harvest in a manner that is consistent with 

the communal nature of Kitselas’ harvest for Domestic Purposes, and periods of harvest as 

determined by Kitselas. 

6. Kitselas Participants may exercise the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife except as otherwise 

provided under Kitselas Law. 

7. The Minister retains the authority for managing and conserving Wildlife and Wildlife habitat 

and will exercise that authority consistent with the Final Agreement. 

8. The Final Agreement will not alter Federal Law or Provincial Law in respect of property in 

Wildlife. 

Harvest Areas 

9. The exercise of the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife in Area A of the Harvest Area set out in 

Appendix F is subject to a protocol in effect between the Kitselas Nation and the Kitsumkalum 

Nation. 

10. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will address the exercise of the Kitselas Right to 

Harvest Wildlife in Area B of Appendix F. 

11. The Kitselas Nation will provide a copy of a protocol referred to in paragraph 9 and any 

amendments to Canada and British Columbia and will notify Canada and British Columbia if a 

protocol is cancelled. 

BC Reasonable Opportunity Language 

12. British Columbia may authorize the use or disposition of provincial Crown lands, and any 

authorized use or disposition may affect the method, times and locations of harvesting Wildlife 

under the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife, provided that British Columbia ensures that those 

authorized uses or dispositions do not deny Kitselas the reasonable opportunity to harvest 

Wildlife under the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife. 



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

62 

 

13. For the purposes of paragraph 12, Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and attempt to 

reach agreement by the Effective Date on a process to evaluate the impact of the uses or 

dispositions of provincial Crown land on Kitselas’ reasonable opportunity to harvest Wildlife. 

14. The Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife will be exercised in a manner that does not interfere with 

authorized uses or dispositions of provincial Crown land existing as of the Effective Date or 

authorized in accordance with paragraph 12. 

Incidental Use 

15. Kitselas Participants may use the resources on provincial Crown land for purposes reasonably 

incidental to the exercise of the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife, subject to Federal Law and 

Provincial Law. 

Harvesting on Federal Crown Lands 

16. The Final Agreement will not preclude Kitselas from entering into an agreement with a federal 

department or agency that provides for access and harvesting on land administered or occupied 

by that department or agency by Kitselas Participants in accordance with that agreement and 

Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

Harvesting on Fee Simple Lands 

17. Kitselas Participants may exercise the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife on lands that are 

privately owned in fee simple off Kitselas Lands, but access for the purposes of harvesting will 

be in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

18. If lands owned by another First Nation fall within the Harvest Area, Kitselas Participants may 

exercise the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife on those lands, provided access for purposes of 

harvesting will be in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law and the laws or 

agreements of the other First Nation respecting access to those lands. 

Licences and Fees 

19. Kitselas Participants will not be required to have federal or provincial licences or pay any fees 

or royalties to Canada or British Columbia relating to the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife. 

20. Nothing in the Final Agreement will affect Canada’s ability to require Kitselas Participants to 

obtain licences or registration certificates, where applicable, for acquisition, possession, 

transport, carrying and use of firearms under Federal Law. 

Harvesting Outside the Harvest Area 

21. The Final Agreement will not preclude Kitselas Participants from harvesting Wildlife outside of 

the Harvest Area throughout Canada in accordance with: 

a) Federal Law and Provincial Law; 

b) any agreements, that are in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law, between 

Kitselas and other aboriginal people; or 

c) any arrangements between other aboriginal people and Canada or British Columbia. 



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

63 

 

Documentation 

22. The Kitselas Government will issue documentation to Kitselas Participants to harvest or 

transport Wildlife under the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife in the Harvest Area. 

23. Documentation issued under paragraph 22 will: 

a) be in the English language, which version is authoritative, and, at the discretion of 

Kitselas, in the Sm’algyx language; 

b) include sufficient information to identify the Kitselas Participant; and 

c) meet any other requirements under Kitselas Law. 

Conservation Measures of a Wildlife Species 

24. The Minister may establish or vary conservation measures in respect of Wildlife species in the 

Harvest Area. 

25. The Minister will Consult with Kitselas regarding a conservation measure, proposed by the 

Minister or Kitselas, related to a Wildlife species within the Harvest Area, including the role of 

Kitselas in the development and implementation of the conservation measure. 

26. When considering a conservation measure under paragraph 24, the Minister will take into 

account all relevant information, including: 

a) the conservation risk to the Wildlife species; 

b) the population of the Wildlife species: 

i) within the Harvest Area; and 

ii) within its normal range or area of movement outside the Harvest Area; and 

c) the necessity for and the nature of the proposed conservation measure. 

27. Before authorizing the implementation of a conservation measure which will affect the Kitselas 

Right to Harvest Wildlife, the Minister will use reasonable efforts to minimize the impact of the 

conservation measure on the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife. 

28. The Minister will provide to Kitselas: 

a) a copy of any approved conservation measure in respect of a Wildlife species within the 

Harvest Area; and  

b) at the request of Kitselas written reasons for the adoption of that conservation measure. 

29. If the Minister determines that establishing or varying an Allocation for Kitselas is the 

necessary conservation measure, British Columbia and Kitselas will negotiate and attempt to 

reach agreement on that Allocation. 

30. If British Columbia and Kitselas fail to agree on an Allocation or variation under paragraph 29, 

the dispute will be finally determined by arbitration under the Dispute Resolution Chapter. 

31. In determining the Allocation or variation under paragraph 29, the arbitrator must take into 

account all relevant information provided by Kitselas and British Columbia. 
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Law-Making 

32. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife 

for: 

a) the distribution of harvested Wildlife among Kitselas Participants; 

b) designating Kitselas Participants to harvest Wildlife; 

c) the administration of documentation of those individuals authorized to harvest Wildlife; 

d) the methods, timing and location of the harvest of Wildlife; 

e) Trade and Barter of Wildlife harvested by Kitselas Participants under paragraph 39; and 

f) other matters as set out in the Final Agreement. 

33. Kitselas Law under paragraph 32 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

34. The Kitselas Government will make laws to require all Kitselas Participants to comply with any 

conservation measures established by the Minister that affect the Kitselas Right to Harvest 

Wildlife. 

35. The Kitselas Government will make laws to require all Kitselas Participants who harvest 

Wildlife under the Final Agreement, or transport Wildlife harvested under the Final Agreement, 

to carry documentation issued by the Kitselas Government and produce that documentation on 

request by an authorized individual. 

36. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with a Kitselas Law under 

paragraphs 34 or 35. 

Wildlife Advisory Management Processes 

37. Kitselas will have the right to participate in any public Wildlife advisory management processes 

established by British Columbia that includes any portion of the Harvest Area. 

38. The Minister may request recommendations from the Wildlife advisory management process 

under paragraph 37 before determining whether a Wildlife species will be or continue to be a 

subject to a conservation measure. 

Trade and Barter and Sale 

39. Kitselas will have the right to Trade and Barter between themselves, or with other aboriginal 

people of Canada, any Wildlife, Wildlife parts, including meat and furs, harvested under the 

Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife. 

40. Kitselas Participants may exercise the right to Trade and Barter except as otherwise provided in 

a Kitselas Law under subparagraph 32.e). 

41. Kitselas and Kitselas Participants may, in accordance with Federal Law or Provincial Law, sell 

Wildlife and Wildlife parts, including meat and furs, harvested under the Kitselas Right to 

Harvest Wildlife. 

Trapping 

42. Registered traplines that exist on the Effective Date, and that are located wholly or partly on 

Kitselas Lands, will be set out in Appendix C-3. They will be retained by the persons who hold 

those interests and may be transferred or renewed in accordance with Provincial Law. 



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

65 

 

43. Kitselas will allow reasonable access to Kitselas Public Lands by a person who holds a 

registered trapline set out in Appendix C-3, or any renewal or replacement of that trapline, or by 

any person who has written permission from that registered trapline holder to trap within the 

registered trapline area for the purpose of carrying out trapping activities. 

44. If a trapline set out in Appendix C-3 becomes vacant by reason of abandonment or operation of 

law, British Columbia will not grant registration to that portion of the trapline located on 

Kitselas Lands without the consent of Kitselas. 

45. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties may develop a process for the sale of traplines which 

may not be part of the Final Agreement. 

46. If the holder of a registered trapline set out in Appendix C-3 agrees to transfer the trapline to 

Kitselas, British Columbia will consent to and register the transfer. 

Guiding and Angling 

47. Guide outfitter licences and certificates and angling guide licences that exist on the Effective 

Date, and that are located wholly or partly on Kitselas Lands, will be set out in Appendix C-3. 

They will be retained by the persons who hold those interests and may be transferred or 

renewed in accordance with Provincial Law. 

48. Kitselas will allow reasonable access to Kitselas Public Lands by a person who holds a guide 

outfitter licence and certificate or an angling guide licence as set out in Appendix C-3 or any 

renewal or replacement of such guide outfitter licence and certificate or angling guide licence, 

and their respective employees, agents and other representatives for the purpose of carrying out 

guiding activities. 

49. Before the Final Agreement the Parties may develop a process for the purchase of guide 

outfitter licences which may not be part of the Final Agreement. 

50. British Columbia will not grant the privilege of guiding for game on any portion of Kitselas 

Lands not included in a guide outfitter licence or certificate on Effective Date without the 

consent of Kitselas. 

51. If a privilege of guiding for game exercisable in an area that is wholly or partly within Kitselas 

Lands ceases by reason of non-renewal of the privilege or operation of law, including by 

exercise of administrative discretion, British Columbia will not grant a privilege of guiding for 

game on that portion included in Kitselas Lands without the consent of Kitselas.  

52. If an angling guide licence set out in Appendix C-3 becomes vacant by reason of abandonment 

or operation of law, British Columbia will not issue a new angling guide licence to that portion 

of such watercourse within Kitselas Lands without the consent of Kitselas. 

Transport and Export 

53. Kitselas Participants may, in accordance with: 

a) Federal Law and Provincial Law; and 

b) Kitselas Law under paragraph 35, 

transport Wildlife or Wildlife parts, including meat, harvested under the Kitselas Right to 

Harvest Wildlife. 

54. Any export of Wildlife or Wildlife parts, including meat or fur harvested under the Kitselas 

Right to Harvest Wildlife will be in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law. 
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CHAPTER 12 – MIGRATORY BIRDS 

 

 

General 

1. Kitselas will have the right to harvest Migratory Birds for Domestic Purposes within the 

Harvest Area throughout the year in accordance with the Final Agreement. 

2. The Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds will be limited by measures necessary for 

conservation, public health or public safety. 

3. Kitselas Participants may exercise the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds except as 

otherwise provided under Kitselas Law. 

4. The Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds will be held by Kitselas and cannot be alienated. 

5. The Minister retains authority for managing and conserving Migratory Birds and Migratory 

Bird habitat. 

6. Kitselas Participants will not be required to have federal or provincial licenses, or pay fees or 

royalties to Canada or British Columbia relating to the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory 

Birds. 

7. Nothing in the Final Agreement will affect Canada’s ability to require Kitselas Participants to 

obtain licenses for the use and possession of firearms under Federal Law on the same basis as 

other aboriginal people of Canada.  

8. The Final Agreement will not alter Federal Law or Provincial Law in respect of property in 

Migratory Birds. 

Harvest Areas 

9. The exercise of the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds in Area A of the Harvest Area set 

out in Appendix F is subject to a protocol in effect between Kitselas and the Kitsumkalum First 

Nation. 

10. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will address the exercise of the Kitselas Right to 

Harvest Migratory Birds in Area B of Appendix F. 

11. Kitselas will provide a copy of a protocol referred to in paragraph 9 and any amendments to 

Canada and British Columbia and will notify Canada and British Columbia if a protocol is 

cancelled. 

Provincial Reasonable Opportunity 

12. British Columbia may authorize the use or disposition of provincial Crown lands, and any 

authorized use or disposition may affect the method, times and locations of harvesting 

Migratory Birds under the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds, provided that British 

Columbia ensures that those authorized uses or dispositions do not deny Kitselas the reasonable 

opportunity to harvest Migratory Birds under the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds. 

13. For the purposes of paragraph 12, Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and attempt to 

reach agreement by the Effective Date on a process to evaluate the impact of uses and 

dispositions of provincial Crown land on Kitselas’ reasonable opportunity to harvest Migratory 

Birds. 
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14. The Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds will be exercised in a manner that does not 

interfere with authorized uses or dispositions of provincial Crown land existing as of the 

Effective Date or authorized in accordance with paragraph 12. 

Incidental Use 

15. In the Kitselas Harvest Area, the use of resources on Crown land for purposes reasonably 

incidental to the exercise of the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds is subject to Federal 

Law and Provincial Law. 

Harvesting on Federal Crown Lands 

16. The Final Agreement will not preclude Kitselas from entering into an agreement with a federal 

department or agency that provides for access and harvesting on land administered or occupied 

by that department or agency by Kitselas Participants in accordance with that agreement and 

Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

Harvest 

17. The Final Agreement will not preclude Kitselas Participants from harvesting Migratory Birds 

anywhere in Canada in accordance with: 

a) Federal Law and Provincial Law; 

b) any agreements, that are in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law, between 

Kitselas and other aboriginal people; or 

c) any arrangements between other aboriginal people and Canada or British Columbia. 

Trade and Barter 

18. Kitselas and Kitselas Participants, in accordance with any Kitselas Law under paragraph 24, 

have a right to Trade and Barter Migratory Birds harvested in accordance with the Final 

Agreement between themselves, or with other aboriginal people of Canada. 

Sale of Migratory Birds 

19. Kitselas and Kitselas Participants may sell Migratory Birds harvested under the Final 

Agreement in accordance with: 

a) any Federal Law and Provincial Law that permit the sale of Migratory Birds; and 

b) any Kitselas Law enacted under paragraph 24. 

20. Notwithstanding paragraph 19, Kitselas and Kitselas Participants may sell inedible byproducts, 

including down, of Migratory Birds harvested under the Final Agreement in accordance with 

any Kitselas Law under paragraph 24.. 

Transport and Export 

21. Kitselas and Kitselas Participants may transport Migratory Birds and inedible byproducts, 

including down, harvested under the Final Agreement in accordance with Federal Law and 

Provincial Law and Kitselas Law under paragraph 27. 

22. Notwithstanding paragraph 21, Migratory Birds harvested under the Final Agreement may be 

transported within Canada throughout the year. 
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23. Kitselas and Kitselas Participants may, in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law, 

export Migratory Birds, and their inedible by-products, including down, harvested under the 

Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds. 

Law-Making 

24. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory 

Birds for: 

a) the designation of Kitselas Participants who may harvest Migratory Birds under the 

Final Agreement; 

b) the administration of documentation of those individuals authorized to harvest under the 

Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds; 

c) the distribution of harvested Migratory Birds to Kitselas Participants; 

d) the methods, timing, and location of harvest of Migratory Birds under the Final 

Agreement; 

e) the Trade and Barter of Migratory Birds harvested under the Final Agreement; 

f) the sale of inedible byproducts, including down, of harvested Migratory Birds; and 

g) other matters agreed to by the Parties. 

25. Kitselas Law under paragraph 24 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

26. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory 

Birds for: 

a) the management of Migratory Birds and Migratory Bird habitat on Kitselas Lands; 

b) the sale of Migratory Birds, other than their inedible byproducts, if permitted by Federal 

Law and Provincial Law; and 

c) other matters agreed to by the Parties. 

27. The Kitselas Government will make laws to require all individuals who harvest or transport 

Migratory Birds under the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds to carry documentation 

issued by the Kitselas Government and produce that documentation on request by an authorized 

person. 

28. Federal Law or Provincial Law in relation to Migratory Birds prevails to the extent of a Conflict 

with Kitselas Law under paragraphs 26 and 27. 

29. The Kitselas Government will issue documentation to Kitselas Participants to harvest or 

transport Migratory Birds under the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds in the Harvest 

Area. 

30. The documentation referred to in paragraph 27 and issued by the Kitselas Government will: 

a) be in the English language, which version is authoritative, and, at the discretion of 

Kitselas, in the Sm’algyx language; 

b) include sufficient information to identify the person; and 

c) meet any other requirements set out by the Kitselas Government. 
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Consultation on International Negotiations on Migratory Birds 

31. Canada will Consult with Kitselas on the development of Canada’s positions in respect of 

international discussions or negotiations that may adversely affect the Kitselas Right to Harvest 

Migratory Birds.  

Conservation Measures 

32. The Parties may negotiate agreements concerning the conservation and management of 

Migratory Birds to address matters of common concern, including, but not limited to: 

a)  setting local conservation objectives; 

b) implementing conservation measures, such as the Allocation of harvests of a population 

of a Migratory Bird; 

c) matters related to stewardship and recovery of Species at Risk, such as: determining the 

occurrence and range of species; monitoring the status of species; developing and 

implementing education and public awareness programs; developing and implementing 

recovery strategies, action plans and Management plans; protecting and enhancing 

species' habitats; and, undertaking research projects in support of stewardship and 

recovery efforts for species; 

d) information sharing; or 

e) license and permit requirements. 

33. If, in the opinion of the Minister or Kitselas, conservation measures are needed within the 

Harvest Area to protect a particular population of Migratory Bird, and those measures are likely 

to affect the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds, the Parties will Consult with one 

another in respect of the need for such conservation measures and, where applicable, the 

development and implementation of such conservation measures. 

34. Canada and Kitselas will attempt to work in a collaborative way with other First Nations and 

will endeavour to work out such arrangements as are necessary to implement Migratory Birds 

agreements under paragraph 32. 

35. In establishing a conservation measure for a Migratory Bird population, the Minister will take 

into account, among other things, the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds. 
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CHAPTER 13 - GATHERING 

 

 

Gathering Rights 

1. Subject to the negotiation of the Gathering Area, Kitselas will have the right to gather Plants for 

Domestic Purposes on provincial Crown lands within the Harvest Area in accordance with the 

Final Agreement. 

2. The Kitselas Right to Gather Plants will be limited by measures necessary for conservation, 

public health or public safety. 

3. Before the Final Agreement the Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach agreement on the 

provisions that set out a right to harvest Timber or Timber Resources for Domestic Purposes 

within the Kitselas Area.  

4. The Kitselas Right to Gather Plants will be held by Kitselas and cannot be alienated. 

5. Kitselas Members may exercise the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants except as otherwise 

provided under Kitselas Law. 

6. Kitselas Participants are not required to have federal or provincial licences or to pay any fees or 

royalties to Canada or British Columbia relating to the exercise of the Kitselas Right to Gather 

Plants. 

7. The Final Agreement will not preclude Kitselas Participants from gathering Plants on provincial 

Crown lands in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

8. The Minister will retain authority for managing and conserving Plants and Plant habitat. 

9. The Final Agreement will not alter Federal Law or Provincial Law in respect of property 

interests in Plants. 

Reasonable Opportunity 

10. British Columbia may authorize uses of or dispose of provincial Crown lands, and any 

authorized use or disposition may affect the methods, times and locations of gathering Plants 

under the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants, provided that British Columbia ensures that those 

authorized uses or dispositions do not deny Kitselas the reasonable opportunity to gather Plants 

under the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants. 

11. For the purposes of paragraph 10, Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and attempt to 

reach agreement by the Effective Date on a process to evaluate the impact of uses and 

dispositions of provincial Crown land on Kitselas’ reasonable opportunity to gather Plants. 

12. The Kitselas Right to Gather Plants will be exercised in a manner that does not interfere with 

authorized uses or dispositions of provincial Crown land existing as of the Effective Date or 

authorized in accordance with paragraph 10. 

Incidental Use 

13. Kitselas Participants may use resources on provincial Crown land for purposes reasonably 

incidental to the exercise of the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants subject to Federal Law and 

Provincial Law. 
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Gathering Information 

14. Before the Effective Date, Kitselas will provide British Columbia with general information 

regarding where and when Kitselas exercises the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants, and what 

Plants are harvested. 

15. Kitselas and British Columbia may enter into an agreement with respect to information sharing 

regarding gathering. 

16. In the absence of agreement under paragraph 15, the Minister may request the following 

information with respect to the exercise of the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants: 

a) harvest location; 

b) time of harvest; and 

c) Plant species harvested. 

17. When making a request for information under paragraph 16, the Minister will provide Kitselas 

with sufficient information to enable it to be adequately informed of the purpose for the request. 

18. Kitselas will make reasonable efforts to provide the information requested under paragraph 16. 

19. If Kitselas is unable to provide the information requested under paragraph 16: 

a) Kitselas will provide the Minister with an explanation of why it is unable to provide the 

information; and  

b) if the Minister is unsatisfied with the explanation provided by Kitselas, the Minister may 

refer the matter for resolution in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Chapter. 

Trade, Barter and Sale 

20. Kitselas will have the right to Trade and Barter among themselves, or with other aboriginal 

people of Canada in British Columbia, any Plants gathered under the Kitselas Right to Gather 

Plants.  

21. Except as otherwise provided under Kitselas Law, Kitselas Participants may exercise the right 

to Trade or Barter Plants, under paragraph 20. 

22. Kitselas and Kitselas Participants may, in accordance with Federal Law or Provincial Law, sell 

Plants harvested under the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants. 

23. The Kitselas right to Trade and Barter under paragraph 20 is held by Kitselas and cannot be 

alienated. 

Law-Making 

24. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants for: 

a) designating Kitselas Participants to gather Plants; 

b) the distribution of gathered Plants among Kitselas Participants; and 

c) Trade and Barter of the Plants gathered by Kitselas Participants. 

25. Kitselas Law under paragraph 24 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 
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26. Kitselas will make laws to require Kitselas Participants gathering under the Kitselas Right to 

Gather Plants to comply with any conservation measures established by the Minister that affect 

the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants. 

27. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with a Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 26. 

Documentation 

28. The Final Agreement will address the issue of documentation including the priority of laws. 
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CHAPTER 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION 

 

 

Environmental Assessment 

1. Notwithstanding any decision made by Canada or British Columbia in respect of a Federal 

Project or Provincial Project, no Federal Project or Provincial Project on Kitselas Lands will 

proceed without the consent of Kitselas. 

2. The Final Agreement will contain provisions that specify, notwithstanding paragraph 1, consent 

of Kitselas is not required in respect of a Federal Project or Provincial Project if an interest in 

Kitselas Lands required for the project has been expropriated, or if the Federal Project or 

Provincial Project may be constructed under the existing Rights of Way granted under the Final 

Agreement. 

Kitselas Participation in Federal Environmental Assessments 

3. If a proposed Federal Project is to be located within the Kitselas Area or may reasonably be 

expected to adversely affect Kitselas Lands or Kitselas Section 35 Rights, Canada will ensure 

that Kitselas is provided with timely notice of the Environmental Assessment and information 

describing the Federal Project in sufficient detail to permit Kitselas to determine if it is 

interested in participating in the Environmental Assessment. 

4. If Kitselas confirms it is interested in participating in the Environmental Assessment of the 

Federal Project in accordance with paragraph 3: 

a) Canada will provide Kitselas with an opportunity to comment on the Environmental 

Assessment of the Federal Project, including: 

i) the scope of the assessment; 

ii) the environmental effects of the Federal Project; 

iii) any mitigation measures to be implemented; and  

iv) any follow-up programs to be implemented; 

b) Kitselas will have access to information in Canada’s possession related to the 

Environmental Assessment of the Federal Project in accordance with the public registry 

provisions in the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012; and 

c) during the course of the Environmental Assessment under the Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Act, 2012, Canada will give full and fair consideration to any comments 

made under subparagraph 4(a), and will respond to the comments, prior to making a 

decision that would have the effect of enabling the proposed Federal Project to be 

carried out in whole or in part. 

5. If a Federal Project described in paragraph 33 is referred to a panel under the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act, Kitselas will have the opportunity to propose to the Minister a 

list of names that the Minister may consider for appointment to any panel unless: 

a) the panel is a decision-making body, such as the National Energy Board; or 
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b) Kitselas is a proponent of the Federal Project. 

6. If a Federal Project described in paragraph 3 is referred to a panel under the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, Kitselas will have formal standing before that panel. 

Participation in Provincial Environmental Assessment Processes 

7. If a Provincial Project is located within the Kitselas Area or may reasonably be expected to 

adversely affect Kitselas Lands, the residents of such lands, or Kitselas Section 35 Rights, 

British Columbia will ensure Kitselas:  

a) is Consulted regarding the environmental, economic, social, heritage, or health effects of 

the Provincial Project; and 

b) receives an opportunity to participate in the Environmental Assessment of the Provincial 

Project. 

8. British Columbia will respond to any views provided by Kitselas to British Columbia in 

paragraph 7 before making a decision that would have the effect of enabling the Provincial 

Project to be carried out in whole or in part. 

Law-Making 

9. The Kitselas Government may make laws applicable on Kitselas Lands in respect of: 

a)  Environmental Assessment for Kitselas Projects; and 

b) environmental management relating to the protection, preservation and conservation of 

the Environment, including: 

i) prevention, mitigation and remediation of pollution and degradation of the 

Environment; 

ii) waste management, including solid wastes and wastewater; 

iii) protection of local air quality; and 

iv) Environmental Emergency response. 

10. Kitselas Law under subparagraph 9(a) in respect of Kitselas Projects that are also Federal 

Projects will have the equivalent effect of, or exceed, the requirements of the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act, 2012. 

11. If Kitselas exercises law-making authority under subparagraph 9(a), Canada and Kitselas will 

negotiate and attempt to reach agreement to: 

a) coordinate the respective Environmental Assessment requirements; and 

b) avoid duplication where the Kitselas Project is also a Federal Project. 

12. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 9. 

Community Watershed Lands 

13. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties may negotiate and attempt to reach agreement on 

watershed planning and management respecting specific community watersheds. 
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CHAPTER 15 – PARKS, PROTECTED AREAS, AND PUBLIC PLANNING 

 

 

Public Planning Processes 

1. Kitselas will have the right to participate in any Public Planning Process that may be established 

by British Columbia for an area either wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area in accordance 

with procedures established by British Columbia for that Public Planning Process. 

2. Kitselas may make proposals to British Columbia to establish a Public Planning Process for an 

area wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area. 

3. Nothing in the Final Agreement will obligate British Columbia to establish a Public Planning 

Process within the Kitselas Area. 

4. Kitselas will have the right to participate in the development of the terms of reference of any 

Public Planning Process under paragraphs 1 or 2. 

5. In participating in any Public Planning Process referred to in paragraphs 1 or 2, Kitselas may 

bring forward any matters it considers relevant, including any rights set out in the Final 

Agreement. 

6. British Columbia will review and take into consideration any matters brought forward under 

paragraph 5. 

7. British Columbia will provide Kitselas with the draft plan resulting from any Public Planning 

Process referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2, and Kitselas may provide written recommendations to 

the Minister on the draft plan which may be made public by British Columbia. 

8. After considering any written recommendations received from Kitselas and any matters the 

Minister considers appropriate, the Minister will provide written reasons for any Kitselas 

recommendations that are not accepted. 

9. At the request of Kitselas, the Minister will meet with Kitselas to discuss any concerns that 

Kitselas has with the Minister’s response under paragraph 8. 

10. British Columbia may proceed with any Public Planning Process even if Kitselas does not 

participate in the process. 

New Relationship 

11. Nothing in the Final Agreement will preclude Kitselas from participating in a provincial process 

or institution, including a process or institution that may address matters of shared decision 

making, or benefiting from any future provincial program, policy or initiative of general 

application to First Nations as British Columbia develops a new relationship with First Nations, 

including the enactment of legislation to support these initiatives. 

12. If British Columbia develops a process or institution under paragraph 11, at the request of either 

Party, Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and attempt to reach agreement respecting 

the establishment of a process or institution with respect to the applicable areas within 

watersheds as set out in Appendix H of the Final Agreement. 
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13. Nothing in the Final Agreement will preclude Kitselas from participating in, or benefiting from, 

provincial benefits-sharing programs of general application in accordance with the general 

criteria established for those programs from time to time. 

14. Nothing in the Final Agreement will preclude Kitselas from entering into arrangements for 

economic opportunities with third parties, provided that these arrangements are consistent with 

the Final Agreement. 

Parks and Protected Areas 

15. Kitselas may make proposals to British Columbia to establish a Provincial Protected Area 

within the Kitselas Area. 

16. Nothing in the Final Agreement will obligate British Columbia to establish a Provincial 

Protected Area within the Kitselas Area. 

17. Any Provincial Protected Area established after the Effective Date will not include Kitselas 

Lands without the consent of Kitselas. 

18. Subject to paragraph 19, Kitselas Participants may exercise the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants, 

the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds, and the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife within 

Provincial Protected Areas, in accordance with the Final Agreement. 

19. For greater certainty, the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants in Provincial Protected Areas is subject 

to negotiating a Gathering Area. 

20. Before the Final Agreement, British Columbia and Kitselas will attempt to reach an agreement 

with respect to provincial parks that addresses: 

a) park planning; 

b) management and operations; 

c) economic opportunities; and 

d) other matters agreed to by British Columbia and Kitselas. 

21. Before the Final Agreement, British Columbia and Kitselas will attempt to address the 

outcomes of the Great Bear Initiative and the applicable Land and Resource Management Plans 

as they relate to provincial parks. 

22. British Columbia will Consult with Kitselas in respect of: 

a) the establishment of new Provincial Protected Areas or Wildlife Management Areas;  

b) the preparation or modification of any management plan for a Provincial Protected Area 

wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area; 

c) the disposition or modification of boundaries of existing Provincial Protected Areas or 

Wildlife Management Areas; and 

d) changes in the use or designation of existing Provincial Protected Areas or Wildlife 

Management Areas, 

that may affect the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants, the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife or the 

Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds. 



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

79 

 

23. Before the Final Agreement, British Columbia and Kitselas will negotiate and attempt to reach 

agreement on potential economic opportunities, consistent with park management plans, to be 

addressed outside of the Final Agreement. 

Parks and Protected Areas Management Planning Processes 

24. Where a public management planning process is established for a Provincial Protected Area that 

is wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area, Kitselas may participate in the planning process in 

accordance with procedures established by British Columbia for that process. 

25. British Columbia may proceed with any process contemplated by paragraph 24 even if Kitselas 

does not participate in that process. 

26. Nothing in the Final Agreement obligates British Columbia to establish a public management 

planning process respecting any Provincial Protected Area. 

27. British Columbia will provide Kitselas with any draft public management plan for a Provincial 

Protected Area that is wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area. 

28. Kitselas may provide written recommendations on a draft management plan received under 

paragraph 27 which may be made public by British Columbia. 

National Park and National Marine Conservation Area Establishment 

29. If, after the Effective Date, any National Park or National Marine Conservation Area is 

proposed to be established wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area, before the establishment of 

that National Park or National Marine Conservation Area, Kitselas and Canada will negotiate 

and attempt to reach agreement for the exercise of: 

a) the Kitselas Right to Harvest Wildlife; 

b) the Kitselas Right to Harvest Migratory Birds; and 

c) the Kitselas Right to Gather Plants, 

in that proposed National Park or National Marine Conservation Area. 

30. Canada will Consult with Kitselas before establishing any new National Park or National 

Marine Conservation Area wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area. 

31. If, after the Effective Date, any National Park, or National Marine Conservation Area is 

established wholly or partly within the Kitselas Area, Kitselas and Canada will negotiate and 

attempt to reach agreement regarding Kitselas’ participation in a planning and management 

process to provide advice to the Minister for that National Park or National Marine 

Conservation Area. 
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 CHAPTER 16 – SELF-GOVERNMENT 

 

 

General 

1. Kitselas will have the right to self-government, and the authority to make laws, as set out in the 

Final Agreement. 

2. For greater certainty, the authority of the Kitselas Government to make laws in respect of a 

subject matter as set out in the Final Agreement includes the authority to make laws and to do 

other things as may be necessarily incidental to exercising its authority. 

3. The Kitselas Government may adopt Federal Law or Provincial Law in respect of matters 

within Kitselas’ law-making authority set out in the Final Agreement. 

Legal Status and Capacity 

4. Kitselas is a legal entity with the capacity, rights, powers and privileges of a natural person, 

including the ability to: 

a) enter into contracts and agreements; 

b) acquire and hold property or any interest in property, and sell or dispose of that property 

or interest; 

c) raise, invest, expend and borrow money; 

d) sue and be sued; and 

e) do other things ancillary to the exercise of its rights, powers and privileges. 

5. The rights, powers, and privileges of Kitselas will be exercised in accordance with: 

a) the Final Agreement; and 

b) Kitselas Law, including the Kitselas Constitution. 

6. Kitselas will act through the Kitselas Government in exercising its rights, powers, privileges and 

authorities, and in carrying out its duties, functions and obligations. 

Delegation 

7. Any law-making authority of Kitselas under the Final Agreement may be delegated by a 

Kitselas Law to: 

a) a Kitselas Public Institution;  

b) another First Nation Government in British Columbia or a public institution established 

by one or more First Nation Governments in British Columbia; 

c) a First Nation with a self-government agreement negotiated with British Columbia and 

Canada that provides for receiving delegated authority; 

d) Canada, British Columbia or a Local Government; or 

e) a legal entity as agreed to by the Parties, 
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if the delegation and the exercise of any law-making authority is in accordance with the Final 

Agreement and the Kitselas Constitution. 

8. Any authority of Kitselas under the Final Agreement other than a law-making authority may be 

delegated by a Kitselas Law to: 

a) any body set out in paragraph 7; or 

b) a legal entity in Canada, 

if the delegation and the exercise of any delegated authority is in accordance with the Final 

Agreement and the Kitselas Constitution. 

9. Any delegation under paragraph 7or paragraph 8 requires the written consent of the delegate. 

10. Kitselas may enter into agreements to receive authorities, including law-making authority, by 

delegation. 

Structure 

11. The Kitselas Government, as provided for under its Constitution and the Final Agreement, is the 

government of Kitselas.  

Kitselas Constitution 

12. Kitselas will have a Kitselas Constitution, consistent with the Final Agreement, which will 

provide: 

a) for a democratic Kitselas Government, including its duties, composition and 

membership; 

b) that the majority of the members of the executive and legislative branches of the Kitselas 

Government will be elected; 

c) that the Final Agreement sets out the authority of the Kitselas Government to make 

laws; 

d) for the process for the enactment of laws by the Kitselas Government; 

e) for a process for challenging the validity of Kitselas Law; 

f) for the establishment of Kitselas Public Institutions; 

g) that in the event of a conflict between the Kitselas Constitution and the provisions of any 

Kitselas Law, the Kitselas Law is, to the extent of the conflict, of no force or effect; 

h) that the Kitselas Government will be democratically accountable to the Kitselas 

Participants with elections at least every five years; 

i) for a system of financial administration comparable to standards generally acceptable for 

governments in Canada, through which the Kitselas Government will be financially 

accountable to the Kitselas Participants; 

j) for conflict of interest rules that are comparable to generally accepted conflict of interest 

rules for governments of similar size in Canada; 

k) for conditions under which Kitselas may dispose of land or interests in lands; 

l) for recognition and protection of rights and freedoms of Kitselas Participants; 
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m) that every person who is enrolled under the Final Agreement is entitled to be a Kitselas 

Participant; 

n) for a transitional Kitselas Government from the Effective Date until the first elected 

Kitselas Government takes office; 

o) for a process for the amendment of the Kitselas Constitution; and 

p) other provisions as determined by Kitselas. 

13. The Kitselas Constitution, once ratified in accordance with the Final Agreement, will come into 

force on the Effective Date. 

Appeal and Review of Administrative Decisions 

14. The Kitselas Government may establish processes for appeal or review of administrative 

decisions made by Kitselas Institutions and if those processes provide for a right of appeal to a 

court, the Supreme Court of British Columbia will have jurisdiction to hear those appeals. 

15. The Supreme Court of British Columbia has jurisdiction to hear applications for judicial review 

of administrative decisions taken by Kitselas Institutions under Kitselas Law, provided no 

application for judicial review of those decisions may be brought until all procedures for appeal 

or review provided by the Kitselas Government and applicable to that decision have been 

exhausted. 

16. The Judicial Review Procedure Act applies to an application for judicial review under paragraph 

15 as if the Kitselas Law were an “enactment” within the meaning of that Act. 

Registry of Laws 

17. The Kitselas Government will: 

a) maintain a public registry of Kitselas Law in the English language which will be the 

authoritative version and, at the discretion of the Kitselas Government, in the Sm’algyx 

language; and 

b) provide Canada and British Columbia with copies of Kitselas Law as soon as practicable 

after they are enacted. 

Notification of Provincial Legislation 

18. Subject to paragraph 24, or an agreement under paragraph 21, before legislation is introduced in 

the Legislative Assembly, or before a regulation is approved by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-

Council, British Columbia will notify Kitselas if: 

a) the Final Agreement provides the Kitselas Government law-making authority in respect 

of the subject matter of the legislation or regulation; 

b) the legislation or regulation may affect the protections, immunities, limitations in respect 

of liability, remedies over and rights referred to in paragraphs 161 to 162; or 

c) the legislation or regulation may affect: 

i) the rights, powers, duties, obligations; or 

ii) the protections, immunities, and/or limitations in respect of liability, 

referred to in paragraph 49 of the Emergency Preparedness section, 

except where this cannot be done for reasons of emergency or confidentiality. 
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19. If British Columbia does not notify Kitselas under paragraph 18 for reasons of emergency or 

confidentiality, British Columbia will notify Kitselas that the legislation has been introduced in 

the Legislative Assembly, or the regulation, as the case may be, has been deposited with the 

Registrar of Regulations. 

20. Notifications under paragraphs 18 and 19 will include: 

a) the nature and purpose of the proposed legislation or regulation; and 

b) the date the proposed legislation or regulation is anticipated to take effect, if it has not 

already done so. 

21. Kitselas and British Columbia may enter into an agreement establishing alternatives to the 

obligations which would otherwise apply under paragraphs 18 to 20 and 22. 

22. Subject to paragraph 23 and 24, or an agreement under paragraph 21, if, within 30 days after 

notice is given under paragraphs 18 or 19 or by agreement under paragraph 21, Kitselas makes a 

written request to British Columbia, then British Columbia and Kitselas will discuss the effect 

of the legislation or regulation, if any, on: 

a) a Kitselas Law; or 

b) a matter referred to in subparagraphs 18.b) or 18.c) 

23. If British Columbia establishes a process providing for collective discussion with First Nation 

Governments in British Columbia in relation to matters referred to in paragraph 22: 

a) Kitselas will be invited to participate in that process; and 

b) the process will be deemed to satisfy British Columbia’s obligation for discussion in 

respect of a particular matter under paragraph 22. 

24. If Kitselas is a member of a representative body, and with the consent of Kitselas, British 

Columbia and that body have entered into an agreement providing for consultation in respect of 

matters under paragraphs 18, 19 and 22, then consultations in respect of a particular matter will 

be deemed to satisfy British Columbia’s obligations for notification under paragraph 18, and 19 

and discussion under paragraph 22. 

25. Unless British Columbia agrees otherwise, Kitselas will retain the information provided under 

paragraphs 18 to 24 in strict confidence until such time, if ever, the draft legislation is given first 

reading in the Legislative Assembly or a regulation is deposited with the registrar of regulations, 

as applicable. 

26. The Parties acknowledge that nothing in paragraphs 18 to 24 is intended to interfere with British 

Columbia’s legislative process. 

27. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, to the extent that provincial legislation 

or a regulation referred to in paragraph 18 affects the validity of a Kitselas Law, the Kitselas 

Law will be deemed to be valid for a period of six months after the coming into force of the 

provincial legislation or regulation. 

Authorities 

28. The exercise of Kitselas jurisdiction and authority as set out in the Final Agreement will evolve 

over time. 
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Kitselas Government 

29. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the administration, management and 

operation of the Kitselas Government, including:  

a) the establishment of Kitselas Public Institutions, including their respective powers, 

duties, composition and membership but any incorporation of a Kitselas Public 

Institution must be under Federal Law or Provincial Law; 

b) the powers, duties, responsibilities, remuneration and indemnification of members, 

officials and appointees of a Kitselas Institutions; 

c) the establishment of Kitselas Corporations, but the registration or incorporation of 

Kitselas Corporations must be under Federal Law or Provincial Law; 

d) financial administration of Kitselas and Kitselas Institutions; and 

e) Kitselas elections, by-elections and referenda. 

30. The Kitselas Government will make laws that provide for reasonable access to information in 

the custody or control of a Kitselas Institution by:  

a) Kitselas Participants,  

b) Non-Participant Residents; and 

c) persons who receive services and programs from a Kitselas Institution. 

31. Subject to paragraph 32, Kitselas Law under paragraph 29 or 30 prevails to the extent of a 

Conflict with Federal Law or Provincial Law 

32. Federal Law or Provincial Law in respect of the protection of personal information prevails to 

the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under paragraph 29 or 30. 

Citizenship 

33. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of Kitselas citizenship.  

34. Kitselas citizenship does not: 

a) confer or deny rights of entry into Canada, Canadian citizenship, the right to be 

registered as an Indian under the Indian Act, or any of the rights or benefits under the 

Indian Act; or 

b) impose any obligation on British Columbia or Canada to rights or benefits, except as set 

out in the Final Agreement or in any Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

35. A Kitselas Law under paragraph 33 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

Devolution of Cultural Property 

36. In paragraphs 37 to 40, “cultural property” means: 

a) ceremonial regalia and similar personal property associated with a Kitselas chief or clan; 

and 

b) other personal property which has cultural significance to Kitselas. 

37. Kitselas may make laws for the devolution of cultural property of a Kitselas Participant who 

dies without a valid will.  
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38. Kitselas Law under paragraph 37 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

39. Kitselas has standing in any judicial proceeding in which:  

a) the validity of a will of a Kitselas Participant; or  

b) the devolution of cultural property of a Kitselas Participant, 

is at issue, including any proceedings under wills variation legislation. 

40. Kitselas may commence an action under Provincial wills variation legislation with respect to 

cultural property addressed by the will of a Kitselas Participant that provides for a devolution of 

cultural property. 

41. In proceedings to which paragraphs 39 or 40 applies, a court will consider, among other matters, 

any evidence and representations in respect of Kitselas Law and customs relating to the 

devolution of cultural property. 

42. The participation of Kitselas in proceedings pursuant to paragraphs 39 or 40will be in 

accordance with the applicable Rules of Court and will not affect the court's ability to control its 

process. 

Kitselas Assets 

43. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the use, possession, disposition and 

management of assets of Kitselas, a Kitselas Corporation or a Kitselas Public Institution 

located: 

a) on Kitselas Lands; and 

b) off Kitselas Lands. 

44. Kitselas Law under subparagraph 43.a) prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

45. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph  43.b). 

46. For greater certainty, the law making authority under paragraph 43 does not include authority to 

make laws regarding creditors’ rights and remedies. 

Peace, Order, and Public Safety 

47. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the regulation, control or prohibition of 

any actions, activities or undertakings on Kitselas Lands that constitute, or may constitute, a 

nuisance, a trespass, a threat to public order, peace or safety or a danger to public health. 

48. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 47. 
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Emergency Preparedness 

49. The Kitselas Government has: 

a) the rights, powers, duties, and obligations; and 

b) the protections, immunities and limitations in respect of liability, 

of a local authority under Federal Law and Provincial Law in respect of emergency 

preparedness and emergency measures on Kitselas Lands. 

50. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of its rights, powers, duties, and obligations 

under paragraph 49. 

51. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 50.  

52. For greater certainty, the First Nation Government may declare a state of local emergency, and 

exercise the powers of a local authority in respect of local emergencies in accordance with 

Federal Law and Provincial Law in respect of emergency measures, but any declaration and any 

exercise of those powers is subject to the authority of Canada and British Columbia under 

Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

53. Nothing in the Final Agreement affects the authority of: 

a) Canada to declare a national emergency; or 

b) British Columbia to declare a provincial emergency, 

in accordance with Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

54. Nothing in the Final Agreement will preclude Kitselas from accessing emergency programs in 

the same manner that local governments access such programs from the Federal and Provincial 

Governments.  

Regulation of Business 

55. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the regulation, licensing and prohibition 

of business on Kitselas Lands, including the imposition of licence fees or other fees. 

56. Unless otherwise provided in the Final Agreement, Kitselas Government law-making authority 

under paragraph 55 does not include the authority to make laws in respect of the accreditation, 

certification or professional conduct of professions and trades. 

57. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 55. 

Buildings and Structures 

58. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of the design, construction, maintenance, 

repair and demolition of public works, buildings and structures on Kitselas Lands. 

59. Kitselas Law may only establish standards that are different than or additional to the British 

Columbia Building Code pursuant to an Agreement with British Columbia. 

60. The Canada Labour Code applies to federal works, undertakings and businesses on Kitselas 

Lands. 

61. At the request of the Kitselas Government, British Columbia will negotiate and attempt to reach 

an agreement to enable the Kitselas Government to establish standards for buildings or 
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structures which are additional to or different from the standards established by the British 

Columbia Building Code. 

62. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 58. 

Public Works 

63. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of public works and related services on 

Kitselas Lands. 

64. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 63. 

Traffic, Parking, Transportation, and Highways 

65. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of parking, traffic, transportation and 

highways on Kitselas Lands to the same extent as municipalities in British Columbia. 

66. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 65. 

Health  

67. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of health services on Kitselas Lands: 

a) for Kitselas Participants; or 

b) provided by a Kitselas Institution. 

68. Kitselas Law under paragraph 67 will take into account the protection, improvement and 

promotion of public and individual health and safety. 

69. Kitselas Law under paragraph 67does not apply to health services provided by a provincially-

funded health institution, agency or body, other than an institution, agency or body established 

by Kitselas. 

70. At the request of any Party, the Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach agreement on the 

delivery and administration of federal and provincial health services and programs by a Kitselas 

Institution for individuals residing on Kitselas Lands. 

71. Subject to paragraph72 , Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with 

Kitselas Law under paragraph 67. 

72. Kitselas Law under paragraph 67 in respect of the organization and structure of a Kitselas 

Institution used to deliver health services on Kitselas Lands prevails to the extent of a Conflict 

with Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

Aboriginal Healers 

73. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of authorization, licensing and regulation 

of persons to practice as aboriginal healers within Kitselas Lands. 

74. The authority to make laws under paragraph 73 does not include the authority to regulate: 

a) medical or health practices that, or practitioners who, require licensing or certification 

under Federal Law or Provincial Law; or 

b) products or substances that are regulated under Federal Law or Provincial Law.  
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75. Any Kitselas Law under paragraph 73will include standards in respect of competence, ethics 

and quality of practice that are reasonably required to protect the public. 

76. Kitselas Law under paragraph 73prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

Family and Social Services 

77. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of family and social services, including 

income assistance and housing, provided by a Kitselas Institution. 

78. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with a Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 77. 

79. The Kitselas Government law-making authority under paragraph 77 does not include the 

authority to make laws in respect of the licensing and regulation of facility-based services off 

Kitselas Lands. 

80. If the Kitselas Government makes laws under paragraph 77, at the request of any Party, the 

Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach agreements in respect of exchange of information 

with regards to avoidance of double payments, and related matters. 

81. At the request of any Party, the Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach agreements for 

administration and delivery by a Kitselas Institution of federal or provincial social services and 

programs for all individuals residing on Kitselas Lands. 

Child Protection Services 

82. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of Child Protection Services on Kitselas 

Lands with respect to Children of Kitselas Families. 

83. Kitselas Law under paragraph 82 will: 

a) expressly provide that those laws will be interpreted and administered such that the 

safety and well-being of Children are the paramount considerations; and 

b) not preclude the reporting, under Provincial Law, of a Child in Need of Protection. 

84. If the Kitselas Government makes laws under paragraph 82, the Kitselas Government will: 

a) develop operational and practice standards intended to ensure the Safety and Well-Being 

of Children; 

b) participate in British Columbia’s information management systems, or establish an 

information management system that is compatible with British Columbia’s information 

systems, concerning Children in Need of Protection and Children in Care; 

c) allow for mutual sharing of information concerning Children in Need of Protection and 

Children in Care with British Columbia; and 

d) establish and maintain a system for the management, storage and disposal of Child 

Protection Services records and the safeguarding of personal Child Protection Services 

information. 

85. Notwithstanding any laws under paragraph 82, if there is an emergency in which a Child of a 

Kitselas Family on Kitselas Lands is a Child in Need of Protection, and Kitselas has not 

responded or is unable to respond in a timely manner, British Columbia may act to protect the 
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Child and, unless British Columbia and Kitselas otherwise agree in writing, British Columbia 

will refer the matter to Kitselas after the emergency. 

86. If the Kitselas Government has made a law under 82, and there is an emergency in which a 

Child under British Columbia’s authority is a Child in Need of Protection, Kitselas may act to 

protect the Child, and unless British Columbia and Kitselas agree otherwise in writing, Kitselas 

will refer the matter to British Columbia after the emergency. 

87. Kitselas Law under paragraph 82 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

88. At the request of Kitselas or British Columbia, Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and 

attempt to reach agreement in respect of Child Protection Services for: 

a) Children of Kitselas Families who reside on or off Kitselas Lands; or 

b) Children who are not members of Kitselas Families and who reside on Kitselas Lands. 

89. Where the Director becomes the guardian of a Kitselas Child, the Director will contact Kitselas 

and will make reasonable efforts to include Kitselas in planning for the Kitselas Child, including 

adoption planning. 

Child Custody  

90. The Kitselas Government will have standing in any judicial proceedings in British Columbia in 

which custody of a Kitselas Child is in dispute, and the court will consider any evidence and 

representations concerning Kitselas Law and customs in addition to any other matters they are 

required by law to consider. 

91. The participation of the Kitselas Government pursuant to paragraph 90 will be in accordance 

with the applicable rules of court and will not affect the court's ability to control its process. 

Adoption  

92. For the purposes of paragraphs 93 to 101, all relevant factors must be considered in determining 

a Child’s best interests, including those factors that must be considered under the Adoption Act. 

93. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of adoptions in British Columbia for: 

a) Kitselas Children; and 

b) Children who reside on Kitselas Lands to be adopted by Kitselas Participants. 

94. Kitselas Law under paragraphs 93will: 

a) expressly provide that the best interests of the child are the paramount consideration in 

determining whether an adoption will take place; and 

b) provide for the consent of individuals whose consent to a Child’s adoption is required 

under Provincial Law, subject to the power of the court to dispense with such consent 

under Provincial Law. 

95. If the Kitselas Government makes laws under paragraphs 93, Kitselas will: 

a) develop operational and practice standards that promote the best interests of the Child; 

and  

b) provide Canada and British Columbia with a record of all adoptions occurring under 

Kitselas Law. 
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96. The Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach agreement on the information that will be 

included in the record provided under subparagraph 95.b). 

97. Kitselas Law under paragraphs 93prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 

98. Kitselas Law under paragraphs 93applies to the adoption of a Kitselas Child residing off 

Kitselas Lands or a Child residing on Kitselas Lands who is not a Kitselas Child if the child has 

not been placed for adoption under the Adoption Act, and those individuals whose consent to the 

Child’s adoption is required under Provincial Law consent to the application of Kitselas Law to 

the adoption, or a court dispenses with the requirement for the consent required in subparagraph 

99.d) 

99. If a Director designated under Provincial Law becomes the guardian of a Kitselas Child, the 

Director will: 

a) provide notice to the Kitselas Government that the Director is the guardian of the 

Kitselas Child; 

b) provide notice to the Kitselas Government when the Director applies for continuing 

custody order; 

c) provide the Kitselas Government with a copy of the continuing custody order once the 

order is made and make reasonable efforts to involve the Kitselas Government in 

planning for the Kitselas Child; 

d) if requested by Kitselas, consent to the application of Kitselas Law to the adoption of 

that Kitselas Child, provided that it is in the best interests of the Kitselas Child; and 

e) in determining the best interests of the Kitselas Child under subparagraph 99(d), the 

Director will consider the importance of preserving the Kitselas Child’s cultural identity.  

100. Before placing a Kitselas Child for adoption, the adoption agency will make reasonable efforts 

to obtain information about the Kitselas Child’s cultural identity and discuss with a designated 

representative of the Kitselas Child’s placement. 

101. Paragraph 100does not apply if the Kitselas Child has reached the age where consent to 

adoption is required under Provincial Law and objects to the discussion taking place, or if the 

birth parent or other guardian of the Kitselas Child who requested that the Kitselas Child be 

placed for adoption objects to the discussion taking place. 

Child Care 

102. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of Child Care services on Kitselas Lands. 

103. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law made 

under paragraph 102. 

Language and Culture Education 

104. The Kitselas Government may make laws applicable on Kitselas Lands in respect of: 

a) the education of Sm’algyx language and Tsimshian culture provided by a Kitselas 

Institution, including:  

i) the certification and accreditation of teachers of Sm’algyx language and 

Tsimshian culture;  
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ii) the development and teaching of Sm’algyx language and Tsimshian culture 

curriculum; and 

b) the preservation, promotion and development of Sm’algyx language and Tsimshian 

culture. 

105. Kitselas Law under paragraph 104 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law.  

Kindergarten to Grade 12 Education 

106. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of kindergarten to grade 12 education 

provided by a Kitselas Institution on Kitselas Lands. 

107. Kitselas Law under paragraph 106 will: 

a) establish curriculum, examination and other standards that permit the transfer of students 

between school systems at a similar level of achievement and permit entry of students to 

the provincial post-secondary education systems; and 

b) provide for the certification, other than for the teaching of Sm’algyx language and 

culture, of teachers by a Kitselas Institution, or a body recognized by British Columbia 

in accordance with standards comparable to standards under Provincial Law applicable 

to individuals who teach in public or provincially funded independent schools in British 

Columbia. 

108. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of home education of Kitselas Participants 

on Kitselas Lands. 

109. Kitselas Law under paragraphs 106 and 108 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal 

Law or Provincial Law. 

110. At the request of Kitselas or British Columbia, Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and 

attempt to reach an agreement concerning the provision of kindergarten to grade 12 education 

by a Kitselas Institution to: 

a) persons other than Kitselas Children residing on Kitselas Lands; or 

b) Kitselas Children residing off Kitselas Lands. 

Post Secondary Education 

111. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of post-secondary education provided by a 

Kitselas Institution on Kitselas Lands, including:  

a) the establishment of post-secondary institutions with the ability to grant degrees, 

diplomas or certificates; 

b) the determination of the curriculum for post-secondary education institutions established 

by the Kitselas Government; and 

c) the provision for and coordination of adult education programs. 

112. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with a Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 111. 
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Solemnization of Marriages 

113. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of solemnization of marriages in British 

Columbia by individuals designated by the Kitselas Government. 

114. Individuals designated by the Kitselas Government to solemnize marriages:  

a) will be appointed by British Columbia as persons authorized to solemnize marriages; 

and  

b) have the authority to solemnize marriages under Provincial Law and Kitselas Law, and 

have all the associated rights, duties and responsibilities of a marriage commissioner 

under Provincial Law. 

115. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 113. 

Liquor Control 

116. The Kitselas Government may make laws in respect of prohibition of, and the terms and 

conditions for, the sale, exchange, possession, manufacture or consumption of liquor on Kitselas 

Lands. 

117. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 116. 

118. British Columbia will approve all applications made by or with the consent of the Kitselas 

Government for licenses or permits to sell liquor on Kitselas Lands, where the proposed sale 

complies with applicable Provincial Law. 

119. British Columbia will not issue a license, permit or other authority to sell liquor on Kitselas 

Lands without the consent of the Kitselas Government. 

120. A person with a licence, permit, or other authority to sell liquor on Kitselas Lands must 

purchase liquor from the British Columbia Liquor Distribution Branch or from any person 

authorized to sell liquor by the British Columbia Liquor Distribution Branch, in accordance 

with Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

121. British Columbia will, in accordance with Provincial Law, authorize persons designated by the 

Kitselas Government to approve or deny applications for special occasion licences to sell liquor 

on Kitselas Lands. 

Administration of Justice 

Penalties 

122. Kitselas Law may provide for the imposition of sanctions, including fines, Administrative 

Penalties, community service, restitution and imprisonment, for the violation of Kitselas Law. 

123. Except as provided in paragraph 6 of the Taxation Chapter, Kitselas Law may provide for: 

a) a maximum fine that is not greater than that which may be imposed for comparable 

regulatory offences punishable by way of summary conviction under Federal Law or 

Provincial Law; and 

b) a maximum Administrative Penalty that is not greater than that which may be imposed 

for a breach of a comparable regulatory requirement under Federal Law or Provincial 

Law. 
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124. Where there is no comparable regulatory offence or regulatory requirement under Federal Law 

or Provincial Law, the maximum fine or Administrative Penalty will not be greater than the 

general limit for offences under the Offence Act. 

125. Subject to paragraph 6 of the Taxation Chapter, Kitselas Law may provide for a maximum term 

of imprisonment that is not greater than the general limit for offences under the Offence Act. 

Enforcement of Kitselas Law 

126. The Kitselas Government is responsible for the enforcement of Kitselas Law. 

127. At the request of Kitselas, the Parties may negotiate and attempt to reach agreement for the 

enforcement of Kitselas Law by a police force or federal or provincial enforcement officials.  

128. The Kitselas Government may make laws for the enforcement of Kitselas Law, including: 

a) the appointment of officials to enforce Kitselas Law; and  

b) powers of enforcement provided such powers will not exceed those provided by Federal 

Law or Provincial Law for enforcing similar laws in British Columbia. 

129. The Kitselas Government law-making authority in paragraph 128 does not include the authority 

to: 

a) establish a police force, regulate police activities, or appoint peace officers (including 

but not limited to police officers); or 

b) authorize the acquisition, possession, transport, carrying or use of a firearm, 

ammunition, prohibited weapon or prohibited device as these terms are defined in Part 

III of the Criminal Code, 

but nothing in the Final Agreement prevents Kitselas from establishing a police force in 

accordance with Provincial Law. For greater certainty, nothing in paragraph 129 would prevent 

Kitselas Participants from acquiring, possessing, transporting, carrying or using a firearm or 

ammunition under Federal Law and Provincial Law. 

130. If the Kitselas Government appoints officials to enforce Kitselas Law, the Kitselas Government 

will: 

a) ensure that any Kitselas enforcement officials are adequately trained to carry out their 

duties having regard to recruitment, selection and training standards for other 

enforcement officers carrying out similar duties in British Columbia; and  

b) establish and implement procedures for responding to complaints against Kitselas 

enforcement officials. 

131. The Parties may negotiate agreements concerning enforcement of Federal Law, Provincial Law 

or Kitselas Law in respect of Wildlife and Migratory Birds. 

132. Kitselas Law made under the Wildlife and Migratory Birds Chapters may be enforced by 

persons authorized to enforce Federal Law, Provincial Law or Kitselas Law in respect of 

Wildlife and Migratory Birds in British Columbia, respectively. 

133. Federal Law or Provincial Law prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Kitselas Law under 

paragraph 128. 

134. Kitselas may, by a proceeding brought in Supreme Court of British Columbia, enforce, prevent 

or restrain the contravention of a Kitselas Law. 
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Adjudication of Kitselas Law 

135. The Provincial Court of British Columbia has jurisdiction to hear prosecutions of offences under 

Kitselas Law. 

136. The summary conviction proceedings of the Offence Act apply to prosecutions of offences under 

Kitselas Law. 

137. The Provincial Court of British Columbia or the Supreme Court of British Columbia, as the case 

may be, has jurisdiction to hear legal disputes arising between individuals under Kitselas Law. 

138. The Kitselas Government is responsible for the prosecution of all matters arising from Kitselas 

Law, including appeals, and may carry out this responsibility by: 

a) appointing or retaining individuals to conduct prosecutions and appeals in a manner 

consistent with the principle of prosecutorial independence and consistent with the 

overall authority and role of the Attorney General in the administration of justice in 

British Columbia;  

b) entering into agreements with Canada or British Columbia in respect of the conduct of 

prosecutions and appeals; or  

c) both subparagraphs 138(a) and 138(b). 

139. Unless the Parties agree otherwise, British Columbia will pay to the Kitselas Government any 

fines collected in respect of a penalty imposed on a person by the Provincial Court of British 

Columbia or the Supreme Court of British Columbia as the case may be, for an offence under a 

Kitselas Law, on a similar basis as British Columbia makes payments to Canada for fines 

collected by British Columbia in respect of an offence under a Federal Law. 

140. The Kitselas Government law-making authority does not include the authority to establish a 

court. 

141. The Final Agreement will provide that the Kitselas Government may propose individuals to the 

Judicial Council of British Columbia to be recommended for appointment and designation as 

judicial justices of the peace. 

142. For the purposes of paragraph 141, the Kitselas Government will: 

a) develop and implement a process, including eligibility criteria, for identifying 

candidates; and 

b) on submitting the name of a proposed candidate, disclose to the Judicial Council of 

British Columbia the nature and result of the processes referred to in subparagraph 

142(a). 

143. The Provincial Court Act will apply in all respects to: 

a) the appointment and designation by the Lieutenant Governor in Council of individuals 

recommended by the Judicial Council of British Columbia under paragraph 141; and 

b) judicial justices of the peace appointed and designated by the Lieutenant Governor under 

subparagraph 143(a). 

144. Judicial justices of the peace appointed under paragraph 141 will have jurisdiction to adjudicate 

offences established under Kitselas Law and such other offences as may be determined by the 

Chief Judge of the Provincial Court of British Columbia. 
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145. After receiving a written request from the Kitselas Government, the Parties will discuss and 

explore options for the establishment of a court, other than a court with inherent jurisdiction or a 

federal court, to adjudicate offences and other matters arising under Kitselas Law or laws of 

other First Nation Governments in British Columbia.  

Community Correctional Services 

146. The Kitselas Government may provide Community Correctional Services for persons charged 

with, or found guilty of, an offence under Kitselas Law and to carry out such other 

responsibilities as may be set out in an agreement under paragraphs 147 and 149. 

147. At the request of the Kitselas Government, the Kitselas Government and British Columbia will 

enter into agreements to provide Community Correctional Services in relation to persons who 

fall under the jurisdiction of British Columbia on Kitselas Lands for persons charged with, or 

found guilty of, an offence under a Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

148. Any agreements under paragraph 147 will address: 

a) recruitment and selection standards for individuals appointed by the Kitselas 

Government to provide community correctional services; 

b) adherence to provincial operational policy, including training standards;  

c) confirmation of the authority of the official charged with the responsibility for 

investigations, inspections and standards of corrections and youth justice services under 

Provincial Law; and 

d) provisions for the Kitselas Government to provide Community Correctional Services 

consistent with the needs and priorities of Kitselas. 

149. The Kitselas Government and British Columbia may enter into agreements to enable the 

Kitselas Government to provide rehabilitative community-based programs and interventions off 

Kitselas Lands for Kitselas Participants charged with, or found guilty of, an offence under a 

Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

150. The Final Agreement will not authorize the Kitselas Government to establish or maintain places 

of confinement, except for police jails or lockups operated by a police service established under 

Provincial Law or as provided for under an agreement referred to in paragraph 147. 

151. The Final Agreement will address matters, including the negotiation of an agreement between 

Canada and Kitselas related to Federal correctional facilities and services. 

Writ of Execution Against Kitselas 

152. A writ of execution against Kitselas must not be issued without leave of the Supreme Court of 

British Columbia, which on application may: 

a) permit its issue at a time and on conditions the court considers proper; or 

b) refuse to permit it to be issued or suspend action under it on terms and conditions the 

court thinks proper or expedient. 

153. In determining how it will proceed under paragraph 152, the court must have regard to: 

a) any reputed insolvency of Kitselas; 

b) any security afforded to the person entitled to the judgment by the registration of the 

judgment; 
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c) the delivery of programs or services by Kitselas that are not provided by municipalities 

in British Columbia, and the funding of those programs or services; and 

d) the immunities from seizure of assets of Kitselas as set out in this Agreement. 

Kitselas Government Liability 

Members of Kitselas Government 

154. No action for damages lies or may be instituted against a member or former  member of the 

executive or legislative branches of the Kitselas Government for:  

a) anything said or done, or omitted to be said or done, by or on behalf of Kitselas or the 

Kitselas Government by somebody other than that member or former member while he 

or she is, or was, a member; 

b) any alleged neglect or default in the performance, or intended performance, of a duty, or 

the exercise of a power, of Kitselas or the Kitselas Government while that person is, or 

was, a member; 

c) anything said or done or omitted to be said or done by that person in the performance, or 

intended performance, of the person’s duty or the exercise of the person’s power; or 

d) any alleged neglect or default in the performance, or intended performance, of that 

person’s duty or exercise of that person’s power. 

155. Subparagraphs 154.c) and 154.d) do not provide a defence if: 

a) the person has, in relation to the conduct that is the subject matter of the action, been 

guilty of dishonesty, gross negligence or malicious or wilful misconduct; or 

b) the cause of action is libel or slander. 

156. Subparagraphs 154.c) and 154.d) do not absolve Kitselas from vicarious liability arising out of a 

tort committed by an elected member or former elected member of the Kitselas Government for 

which Kitselas would have been liable had those subparagraphs not been in effect. 

Kitselas Public Officers 

157. No action for damages lies or may be instituted against a Kitselas Public Officer or former 

Kitselas Public Officer: 

a) for anything said or done or omitted to be said or done by that person in the 

performance, or intended performance, of the person’s duty or the exercise of the 

person’s power; or 

b) for any alleged neglect or default in the performance, or intended performance, of that 

person’s duty or exercise of that person’s power. 

158. Paragraph 157 does not provide a defence if: 

a) the Kitselas Public Officer has, in relation to the conduct that is the subject matter of the 

action, been guilty of dishonesty, gross negligence or malicious or wilful misconduct; or 

b) the cause of action is libel or slander. 

159. Paragraph 157 does not absolve any of the corporations or bodies referred to in the definition of 

Kitselas Public Officer from vicarious liability arising out of a tort committed by a Kitselas 
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Public Officer for which the corporation or body would have been liable had that paragraph not 

been in effect. 

160. Notwithstanding Paragraph 157, except as may be otherwise provided under Federal Law or 

Provincial Law, a Kitselas Public Officer does not have protections, immunities or limitations in 

respect of liability in respect of the provision of a service, if no persons delivering reasonably 

similar programs or services under Federal Law or Provincial Law have protections, immunities 

or limitations in respect of liability and rights under Federal Law or Provincial Law. 

Kitselas Government 

161. Kitselas and the Kitselas Government will have the protections, immunities, limitations in 

respect of liability, remedies over and rights provided to a municipality and its municipal 

council under provincial legislation. 

162. Subject to subparagraph 1(b) of immunities, limitations in respect the Access Chapter, Kitselas 

will have the protections, of liability, remedies over and rights provided to a municipality under 

the Occupiers Liability Act and, for greater certainty, has those protections, immunities, 

limitations in respect of liability, remedies over and rights, in respect of a road on Kitselas 

Lands used by the public, or by industrial or resource users, if Kitselas is the occupier of that 

road. 

Non-Participant Resident Representation  

163. The Final Agreement will provide that individuals residing on Kitselas Lands who are not 

Kitselas Participants: 

a) are consulted about the Kitselas Government decisions which directly and significantly 

affect them; and 

b) have means of participation in subordinate elected bodies whose activities directly and 

significantly affect them, including access to review and appeal procedures. 

164. In addition to the requirement to consult under paragraph 163, the Kitselas Government will 

provide Non-Participant Residents with the opportunity to participate in the decision-making 

processes of a Kitselas Public Institution if the activities of that Kitselas Public Institution 

directly and significantly affect Non-Participant Residents. 

165. The Kitselas Government will establish the means of participation under paragraph 163by 

Kitselas Law at the same time that it establishes a Kitselas Public Institution whose activities 

may directly and significantly affect Non-Participant Residents. 

Transitional Provisions 

Kitselas Government 

166. The Chief Councillor and Councillors of Kitselas Band Council under the Indian Act on the day 

immediately before the Effective Date are deemed the elected members of the Kitselas 

Government from the Effective Date until the office holders elected in the first election take 

office. 

167. The first election for the officers of the Kitselas Government will be initiated no later than six 

months after the Effective Date and the office holders elected in the election will take office no 

later than one year after the Effective Date. 
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Law-making by the Kitselas Government 

168. Before the Kitselas Government makes a Kitselas Law in respect of adoption, Child Protection 

Services, health services, family and social services, Child Care, or kindergarten to grade 12 

education, the Kitselas Government will give at least six months written notice of its intention 

to exercise the law-making authority to Canada and British Columbia. 

169. Upon agreement by the Parties, the Kitselas Government may exercise a law-making authority 

before the expiration of the six month notice period required in accordance with paragraph 168. 

170. At the written request of Canada or British Columbia made within three months of receiving 

notice under paragraph 168, Kitselas will Consult with Canada or British Columbia, as the case 

may be, in respect of: 

a) options to address the interests of the Kitselas Government through methods other than 

the exercise of law-making authority; 

b) the comparability of standards to be established under Kitselas Law to standards set out 

in Provincial Law; 

c) immunity of individuals providing services or exercising authority under Kitselas Law; 

d) readiness;  

e) quality assurance; and 

f) other matters agreed to by the Parties. 

171. At the written request of any Party made within three months of receiving notice under 

paragraph 168, the relevant Parties will discuss: 

a) any transfer of cases and related documentation from Federal or Provincial institutions 

to Kitselas Institutions, including any confidentiality and privacy considerations; 

b) any transfer of assets from Federal or Provincial institutions to Kitselas Institutions; 

c) any appropriate amendments to Federal Law or Provincial Law; and 

d) other matters agreed to by the Parties. 

172. The Parties may enter into agreements regarding any of the matters set out in paragraph 170 or 

171, but an agreement under this paragraph is not a condition precedent to the exercise of law-

making authority by the Kitselas Government, and such authority may be exercised immediately 

following the six-month notice period, or the notice period agreed upon in accordance with 

paragraph 168. 

Local Government & School District Relationships 

173. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will attempt to address the relationship that the Kitselas 

Government will have with the Kitimat Stikine, Central Coast and Skeena Queen Charlotte 

Regional Districts, including member municipalities of these Regional Districts and school 

districts within the Kitselas Area, on matters such as the delivery of and payment for services, 

coordination between the governments for common areas of responsibility, and representation 

of the Kitselas Government and residents of Kitselas Lands on the Kitimat Stikine, Central 

Coast and Skeena Queen Charlotte Regional Districts. 
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CHAPTER 17 - INDIAN ACT TRANSITION 

 

 

1. The Final Agreement will provide that the Indian Act applies after the Effective Date, with any 

modifications that the circumstances require, to the estate of an individual who: 

a) died testate or intestate before the Effective Date; and 

b)  at the time of death, was an Indian of the Kitselas Band. 

2. Before the Effective Date, Canada will take reasonable steps to: 

a) notify in writing all Indians of the Kitselas Band who have deposited wills with the 

Minister; and 

b) provide information to all Indians of the Kitselas Band who have not deposited wills 

with the Minister and to all individuals who may be eligible to be Enrolled under the 

Final Agreement, 

that their wills may not be valid after the Effective Date and that their wills should be reviewed 

to ensure validity under Provincial Law. 

3. The Final Agreement will provide that section 51 of the Indian Act applies after the Effective 

Date, with any modifications that the circumstances require to the property and estate of an 

individual whose property was administered under section 51 of the Indian Act immediately 

before the Effective Date, until that individual is declared to be no longer incapable under the 

Patients Property Act. 

4. The Indian Act applies, with any modifications that the circumstances require, to the estate of a 

Kitselas Participant: 

a) who executed a will in a form that complies with subsection 45(2) of the Indian Act 

before Effective Date; 

b) whose property was administered under section 51 of the Indian Act immediately before 

the Effective Date and at the time of death; and 

c) who did not execute a will that complies with the requirements as to form and execution 

under Provincial Law during a period after the Effective Date in which that individual 

was declared to be no longer incapable under the Patients Property Act. 

5. Sections 52 and 52.2 to 52.5 of the Indian Act apply, with any modifications that the 

circumstances require, where immediately before the Effective Date the Minister was 

administering property under the Indian Act to which an individual who is the infant child of an 

Indian is entitled, until the duties of the Minister in respect of the property have been 

discharged. 

Continuation of Indian Act Bylaws and Land Code 

6. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will agree to a period of time for the bylaws of the 

Kitselas Band, the Kitselas Land Code and any laws made under the Kitselas Land Code that 

were in effect immediately before the Effective Date to have effect after the Effective Date on 

Kitselas Lands. 



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

102 

 

7. The relationship between a bylaw of the Kitselas Band referred to in paragraph 6, the Kitselas 

Land Code and any Kitselas laws made under the Kitselas Land Code and Federal Law and 

Provincial Law, will be governed by the provisions of the Final Agreement governing the 

relationship between Kitselas Law and Federal Law and Provincial Law in respect of the subject 

matter of the bylaw, Kitselas Land Code or the law made under the Kitselas Land Code. 

8. The Kitselas Government may repeal, but not amend, that bylaw, Kitselas Land Code provision 

or law referred to in paragraph 6. 

9. Nothing in the Final Agreement precludes a person from challenging the validity of a bylaw of 

the Kitselas Band, a Kitselas Land Code provision or law referred to in paragraph 6. 

Transfer of Band Assets 

10. Subject to the Final Agreement, on the Effective Date, all of the rights, titles, interests, assets, 

obligations and liabilities of the Kitselas Band vest in Kitselas and the Kitselas Band under the 

Indian Act cease to exist. 

11. All moneys held by Canada pursuant to the Indian Act for the use and benefit of Kitselas, 

including capital and revenue moneys of the Kitselas Band and, shall be transferred by Canada 

to Kitselas as soon as practicable after the Effective Date. 

12. Upon transfer of the moneys referred to in paragraph 11, Canada will no longer thereafter be 

responsible for the collection of moneys payable: 

a) to or for the benefit of Kitselas; or  

b) except as provided in paragraphs 1, 3 and 4, to or for the benefit of a Kitselas 

Participant. 

13. For greater certainty, Canada will not be liable for any errors or omissions in the administration 

of all moneys held by Kitselas for the use and benefit of Kitselas that occur subsequent to the 

transfer of capital and revenue moneys of the Kitselas Band from Canada to Kitselas. 
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CHAPTER 18 - CAPITAL TRANSFER AND NEGOTIATION LOAN REPAYMENT 

 

 

Capital Transfer 

1. The Capital Transfer from Canada and British Columbia to Kitselas will be $34.7 million and 

will be paid in accordance with the Final Agreement. 

2. A provisional schedule of payments will be negotiated before initialling the Final Agreement 

such that: 

a) the timing and amounts of payments in the provisional schedule of payments will 

provide for a first payment to Kitselas on the Effective Date and subsequent payments 

on each anniversary of the Effective Date; 

b) the net present value of the amounts listed in the provisional schedule of payments will 

equal the amount set out in paragraph 1; and 

c) the net present value of the amounts listed in the provisional schedule of payments will 

be calculated using as a discount rate the most recent and appropriate Consolidated 

Revenue Fund Lending Rate available before initialling the Final Agreement from the 

Department of Finance, Canada, less one-eighth of one percent. 

3. A final schedule of payments will be determined on the Revision Date, in accordance with the 

following formula: 

Final Amount = Provisional Amount * (Effective Date FDDIPI / 1st Q 2012 FDDIPI) 

 Where,  

 “*” means multiplied by; 

 “/” means divided by; 

“Final Amount” refers to each amount in the final schedule of payments; 

“Provisional Amount” refers to the corresponding amount in the provisional schedule of 

payments; 

“Effective Date FDDIPI” refers to the value of the Canada Final Domestic Demand Implicit 

Price Index (FDDIPI) for the quarter before the Effective Date; 

“Revision Date” means the date which is 30 days before the Effective Date or as otherwise 

agreed to by the Parties; 

“1st Q 2012 FDDIPI” refers to the value of the Canada FDDIPI for the 1st quarter of the year 

2012; and 

the Effective Date FDDIPI and 1st Q 2012 FDDIPI values used will be the latest published 

values available from Statistics Canada on the Revision Date. 

4. Canada, subject to paragraph 9, and British Columbia will make payments to Kitselas in 

accordance with the final schedule of payments determined in accordance with paragraph 3. 
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Negotiation Loan Repayment 

5. Before the Final Agreement, Canada will determine the outstanding amount of negotiation loans 

made by Canada to Kitselas, including any interest that may have accrued to that date, in 

accordance with First Nation Negotiation Support Agreements. 

6. When it determines the outstanding negotiation loan amount in paragraph 5, Canada will 

prepare a provisional schedule for the repayment of the outstanding negotiation loan amount, 

such that the repayments will be proportional to the provisional schedule of payments referred 

to in paragraph 2. 

7. This provisional schedule will use an interest rate equal to the discount rate referred to in 

subparagraph 2.c). 

8. A final schedule of loan repayment amounts will be determined on the Revision Date by: 

a) determining the amount of any additional negotiation loans made by Canada to Kitselas 

after the initialling of the Final Agreement and before the Effective Date, and any further 

interest that may have accrued in respect of any negotiation loans, in accordance with 

First Nation Negotiation Support Agreements; and 

b) pro-rating the additional amount in subparagraph 8(a) over the provisional repayment 

schedule. 

9. Canada may deduct any amounts due pursuant to the final schedule of loan repayments referred 

to in paragraph 8 from Capital Transfer payments payable to Kitselas in accordance with 

paragraph 4. 

10. Kitselas may pay to Canada, in advance and on account, without bonus or penalty, amounts that 

will be credited against the loan repayment amounts set out in paragraph 8. 

Revenue Sharing 

11. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties will negotiate and attempt to reach agreement on 

sharing with Kitselas agreed-upon resource revenues originating in British Columbia and 

flowing to Canada or British Columbia. 
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CHAPTER 19 - FISCAL RELATIONS 

 

 

General 

1. The Parties acknowledge they each have a role in supporting Kitselas through direct or indirect 

financial support or through access to public programs and services, as set out in the Fiscal 

Financing Agreement or provided through other arrangements pursuant to the Final Agreement. 

2. In Final Agreement negotiations, the Parties will address fiscal matters including: 

a) Final Agreement provisions regarding the ongoing fiscal relationship among the Parties, 

including Agreed-Upon Programs and Services; 

b) funding arrangements to take effect no later than Effective Date that will set out terms, 

conditions and funding with respect to the responsibilities, including Agreed-Upon 

Programs and Services, assumed by Kitselas, taking into account its ability to contribute 

from its own source revenues; and 

c) any other matters agreed to by the Parties. 

3. The Parties have been advised that Canada is developing a new national fiscal policy, including 

a transparent methodology for determining levels of federal funding that may be provided to 

self governing aboriginal groups in Canada to support the delivery of Agreed-Upon Programs 

and Services, taking into account the ability of each self governing aboriginal group to generate 

revenues from its own sources. 

4. Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties in a Fiscal Financing Agreement, the creation of the 

Kitselas Government, the provision of Kitselas Government legislative authority under the Final 

Agreement, or the exercise of Kitselas Government legislative authority, does not create or 

imply any financial obligation or service responsibility on the part of any Party. 

5. Any funding required for the purposes of the Fiscal Financing Agreement, or any other 

agreement that is reached as a result of negotiations that are required or permitted under any 

provision of the Final Agreement and that provides for financial obligations to be assumed by a 

Party, is subject to the appropriation of funds: 

a) in the case of Canada, by the Parliament of Canada; 

b) in the case of British Columbia, by the Legislature of British Columbia; or 

c) in the case of Kitselas, by the Kitselas Government. 
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CHAPTER 20 - TAXATION 

 

 

Direct Taxation 

1. The Kitselas Government may make laws with respect to: 

a) Direct taxation of Kitselas Participants within Kitselas Lands in order to raise revenue 

for Kitselas Government purposes; and 

b) the implementation of any taxation agreement between it and Canada or British 

Columbia. 

2. The Kitselas Government law-making authority under subparagraph 1.a) will not limit the 

taxation powers of Canada or British Columbia. 

3. Any Kitselas Law made under this Chapter or any exercise of power by the Kitselas 

Government, will be subject to and will conform with Canada’s international legal obligations 

respecting taxation. 

Tax Agreements 

4. From time to time, at the request of Kitselas, Canada and British Columbia, together or 

separately, may negotiate and attempt to reach agreements with the Kitselas Government with 

respect to: 

a) the extent to which the Direct taxation law-making authority of the Kitselas Government 

under subparagraph 1.a) may be extended to apply to Persons, other than Kitselas 

Participants, within Kitselas Lands; and 

b) the manner in which the Kitselas Government law-making authority under subparagraph 

1.a), as extended by the application of subparagraph 4(a), will be coordinated with 

existing federal or provincial tax systems, including: 

i) the amount of tax room that Canada or British Columbia may be prepared to 

vacate in favour of taxes imposed by the Kitselas Government; and 

ii) the terms and conditions under which Canada or British Columbia may 

administer, on behalf of the Kitselas, taxes imposed by the Kitselas Government. 

Real Property Tax Coordination Agreement 

5. Before the Final Agreement, Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and attempt to reach 

agreement on: 

a) Kitselas’ authority to impose property taxes on Persons who are not Kitselas Participants 

in relation to those Persons’ ownership or occupation of Kitselas Lands; and 

b) the coordination of the exercise of the Kitselas taxation authority with British 

Columbia’s tax systems. 



KITSELAS AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

108 

 

Penalties 

6. A Kitselas Law in respect of taxation may provide for: 

a) a fine that is greater than the limits set out in paragraph 123 of the Self-Government 

Chapter; or 

b) a term of imprisonment that is greater than the limit set out in paragraph 125 of the Self-

Government Chapter, 

where there is an agreement to that effect as contemplated in paragraph 4 of this Chapter. 

Adjudication 

7. Notwithstanding paragraph 135 of the Self-Government Chapter, parties to an agreement under 

paragraph 4 may provide for an alternative approach to the appeal, enforcement or adjudication 

of Kitselas Law with respect to taxation. 

Kitselas Lands 

8. Kitselas is not subject to capital taxation, including real property taxes and taxes on capital or 

wealth, with respect to the estate or interest of Kitselas in Kitselas Lands on which there are no 

improvements or on which there is a designated improvement. 

9. In paragraph 8, “designated improvement” means: 

a) a residence of a Kitselas Participant; 

b) an improvement, all or substantially all of which is used for a public purpose or a 

purpose ancillary or incidental to the public purpose, including: 

i) a public governance or administration building, public meeting building, public 

hall, public school or other public educational institution, teacher age, public 

library, public health facility, public care facility, public seniors home, public 

museum, place of public worship, manse, fire hall, police facility, court, 

correction facility, public recreation facility, public park, or an improvement 

used for Kitselas cultural or spiritual purposes; 

ii) works of public convenience constructed or operated for the benefit of Kitselas 

Participants, occupiers of Kitselas Lands or individuals visiting or in transit 

through Kitselas Lands, including public utility works, public works used to treat 

or deliver water or as part of a public sewer system, public roads, public bridges, 

public drainage ditches, traffic signals, street lights, public sidewalks, and public 

parking lots; or 

iii) other improvements similar in nature to those described in subparagraphs 9(b)(i) 

and 9(b)(ii); 

c) an improvement that is used primarily for the management, protection or enhancement 

of a natural resource, including a Forest Resource, fishery or wildlife resource, other 

than an improvement that is used primarily in harvesting or processing a natural resource 

for profit; and 

d) Forest Resources and forest roads. 

10. In subparagraph 9.b), “public purpose” does not include the provision of property or services 

primarily for the purpose of profit. 
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11. For the purposes of paragraphs 8 and 9: 

a) for greater certainty, Kitselas Lands include the improvements on those lands; and 

b) an improvement is deemed to be on the land that is necessarily ancillary to the use of the 

improvement. 

12. For greater certainty, the exemption from taxation in paragraph 8 does not apply to a taxpayer 

other than Kitselas nor does it apply with respect to a disposition of Kitselas Lands or interests 

in those lands by Kitselas. 

13. For federal and British Columbia income tax purposes, proceeds of disposition received by 

Kitselas on expropriation of Kitselas Lands in accordance with the Lands Chapter will not be 

taxable. 

Transfer of Kitselas Capital 

14. A transfer under the Final Agreement of Kitselas Capital and a recognition of ownership of 

Kitselas Capital under the Final Agreement are not taxable. 

15. For purposes of paragraph 14, an amount paid to a Kitselas Participant is deemed to be a 

transfer of Kitselas Capital under the Final Agreement if the payment: 

a) reasonably can be considered to be a distribution of Capital Transfer received by 

Kitselas; and 

b) becomes payable to the Kitselas Participant within 90 days and is paid to the Kitselas 

Participant within 270 days from the date that Kitselas receives the Capital Transfer. 

16. For federal and British Columbia income tax purposes, Kitselas Capital is deemed to have been 

acquired by Kitselas at a cost equal to its fair market value on the later of: 

a) the Effective Date; and 

b) the date of transfer of ownership or the date of recognition of ownership, as the case may 

be. 

Indian Act Tax Exemption and Transitional Exemption 

17. Before the Final Agreement, the Parties agree to negotiate transitional tax measures to address 

the fact that the Indian Act will no longer apply after the Effective Date. These transitional 

measures will be negotiated in a way that provides a reasonably comparable effect to 

transitional tax measures in other treaties negotiated with other aboriginal groups in British 

Columbia. 

Tax Treatment Agreement 

18. The Parties will enter into a Tax Treatment Agreement which will come into effect on the 

Effective Date. 

19. Canada and British Columbia will recommend to Parliament and the Legislature of British 

Columbia, respectively, that the Tax Treatment Agreement be given effect and force of law 

under federal and provincial legislation. 
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CHAPTER 21 – CULTURE AND HERITAGE 

 

 

General 

1. Kitselas Participants have the right to practice Tsimshian culture and to use the Sm’algyx 

language in a manner consistent with the Final Agreement. 

2. Nothing in paragraph 1 creates or implies any financial obligation or service delivery 

responsibilities on the part of Canada or British Columbia. 

3. The Parties recognize the integral role of Kitselas Artifacts in the continuation of Kitselas 

culture, values and traditions, whether those Kitselas Artifacts are held by Kitselas, a Kitselas 

Corporation, Kitselas Participants, Parks Canada, the Canadian Museum of Civilization or the 

Royal British Columbia Museum. 

Law-Making 

4. The Kitselas Government may make laws applicable on Kitselas Lands in respect of: 

a) the conservation, protection and management of Heritage Sites, including public access 

to Heritage Sites; 

b) the conservation, protection and management of Kitselas Artifacts owned by Kitselas; 

c) the cremation or interment of Archaeological Human Remains found on Kitselas Lands 

or returned to Kitselas. 

5. Kitselas Law under subparagraph 4(a) will: 

a) establish standards and processes for the conservation and protection of Heritage Sites; 

and 

b) ensure the Minister is provided with information relating to: 

i) the location of Heritage Sites; and 

ii) any materials recovered from Heritage Sites. 

6. Information provided by Kitselas to British Columbia under subparagraph 5( b)will not be 

subject to public disclosure without the prior written consent of Kitselas. 

7. After Kitselas makes a law under paragraph 4, Provincial Law respecting heritage inspections, 

heritage investigations and the alteration of Heritage Sites will not apply to Kitselas Lands. 

8. British Columbia will not designate any Kitselas Lands as a provincial heritage site without the 

consent of Kitselas. 

9. A Kitselas Law under subparagraph 4(a) will not unreasonably deny public access to Heritage 

Sites on Kitselas Lands, but for greater certainty, nothing in this paragraph prevents Kitselas 

from restricting access when necessary to protect and preserve Heritage Sites. 

10. Kitselas Law under paragraph 4 prevails to the extent of a Conflict with Federal Law or 

Provincial Law. 
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Kitselas Artifacts 

11. The Final Agreement will set out provisions for the lending to, sharing of or transfer to Kitselas 

of Kitselas Artifacts, if any, in the permanent collection of the Canadian Museum of 

Civilization. 

12. The Final Agreement will set out provisions for the lending to or transfer to Kitselas of certain 

Kitselas Artifacts, if any, in the permanent collection of Parks Canada. 

13. The Final Agreement will set out provisions for the lending to, sharing of or transfer to Kitselas 

of Kitselas Artifacts, if any, in the permanent collection of the Royal British Columbia Museum. 

14. At the request of Kitselas, Canada or British Columbia, respectively, will make reasonable 

efforts to facilitate Kitselas’ access to Kitselas Artifacts, Kitselas Archaeological Human 

Remains, in other public collections in Canada. 

Archaeological Human Remains 

15. At the request of Kitselas, Canada or British Columbia will return any Kitselas Archaeological 

Human Remains and associated burial objects held by Canada or British Columbia at the 

Effective Date in accordance with Federal Law and policy and Provincial Law. 

16. If, after the Effective Date, Kitselas Archaeological Human Remains and associated burial 

objects come into the possession or under the control of Canada or British Columbia, Canada or 

British Columbia will, at the request of Kitselas, transfer the Kitselas Archaeological Human 

Remains and associated burial objects to Kitselas, in accordance with Federal Law and policy 

and Provincial Law. 

17. In the event of competing claims with another aboriginal group as to whether Archaeological 

Human Remains and associated burial objects are Kitselas Archaeological Human Remains and 

associated burial objects, Kitselas will provide to Canada or British Columbia, as applicable, 

written confirmation that the dispute has been resolved in favour of Kitselas before further 

negotiations of the transfer of the Kitselas Archaeological Human Remains and associated 

burial objects. 

Heritage Sites 

18. On the Effective Date, British Columbia will commence the provincial designation process 

under the Heritage Conservation Act for sites of cultural or historic significance set out in 

Appendix I of the Final Agreement. 

Place Names 

19. Kitselas and British Columbia will negotiate and attempt to reach agreement on a list of 

geographic features and places, set out in the Final Agreement, to be named or renamed with 

their traditional names. 

20. After the Effective Date, Kitselas may propose that British Columbia name or rename other 

geographic features with traditional names, and British Columbia will consider those proposals 

in accordance with Provincial Law and policy and procedures. 

21. At the request of Kitselas, British Columbia will record for inclusion in the British Columbia 

geographic names data base traditional names and historic background information submitted 

by Kitselas for the geographic features that are set out in the Final Agreement, in accordance 

with provincial policy and procedures. 
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CHAPTER 22 - DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

 

 

General 

1. In this Chapter and in Appendix J-1 to J-5, “Appendix” means Appendix J-1, J-2, J-3, J-4 or J-5 

to this Agreement. 

2. In this Chapter, and in each Appendix, a Party is deemed to be directly engaged in a 

Disagreement if another Party, acting reasonably, gives the first Party written notice requiring it 

to participate in a process described in this Chapter to resolve the Disagreement. 

3. The Parties share the following objectives: 

a) to cooperate with each other to develop harmonious working relationships; 

b) to prevent, or, alternatively, to minimize Disagreements; 

c) to identify Disagreements quickly and resolve them in the most expeditious and cost-

effective manner possible; and 

d) to resolve Disagreements in a non-adversarial, collaborative, and informal atmosphere. 

4. Except as otherwise provided, participating Parties may agree to vary a procedural requirement 

contained in this Chapter, or in an Appendix, as it applies to a particular Disagreement. 

5. Participating Parties may agree to, and the Supreme Court of British Columbia, on application, 

may order: 

a) the abridgment of a time limit; or 

b) the extension of a time limit, despite the expiration of that time limit, 

in this Chapter or in an Appendix. 

Scope: When This Chapter Applies to a Disagreement 

6. This Chapter does not apply to all disputes between or among the Parties, but is limited to the 

disputes described in paragraph 7. 

7. This Chapter only applies to:  

a) a dispute respecting: 

i) the interpretation, application or implementation of the Final Agreement, or 

ii) a breach or anticipated breach of the Final Agreement; 

b) a dispute, where provided for in the Final Agreement; or 

c) negotiations required to be conducted under any provision of this Agreement that 

provides that the Parties, or any of them, “will negotiate and attempt to reach 

agreement”.  
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8. This Chapter does not apply to: 

a) an agreement, plan, guideline or other document made between or among the Parties that 

is ancillary, subsequent, or supplemental to the Final Agreement unless the Parties have 

agreed that this Chapter applies to that agreement;  

b) the Implementation Plan; or 

c) a dispute, where excluded from this Chapter. 

9. Nothing in this Chapter limits the application of a dispute resolution process, under Federal Law 

or Provincial Law, to a dispute involving a person if that dispute is not a Disagreement. 

10. Nothing in any Federal Law or Provincial Law limits the right of a Party to refer a 

Disagreement to this Chapter.  

Disagreements to Go Through Stages 

11. The Parties desire and expect that most Disagreements will be resolved by informal discussions 

between or among the Parties, without the necessity of invoking this Chapter. 

12. Except as otherwise provided, Disagreements not resolved informally will progress, until 

resolved, through the following stages: 

a) Stage One: formal, unassisted efforts to reach agreement between or among the Parties, 

in collaborative negotiations under Appendix J-1; 

b) Stage Two: structured efforts to reach agreement between or among the Parties with the 

assistance of a Neutral, who has no authority to resolve the dispute, in a facilitated 

process under Appendix J-2, J-3 or J-4 as applicable; and 

c) Stage Three: final adjudication in arbitral proceedings under Appendix J-5, or in judicial 

proceedings. 

13. Except as otherwise provided, no Party may refer a Disagreement to final adjudication in Stage 

Three without first proceeding through Stage One and a facilitated process in Stage Two as 

required in this Chapter. 

14. Nothing in this Chapter prevents a Party from commencing arbitral or judicial proceedings at 

any time: 

a) to prevent the loss of a right to commence proceedings due to the expiration of a 

limitation period; or 

b) to obtain interlocutory or interim relief that is otherwise available pending resolution of 

the Disagreement under this Chapter. 

Stage One: Collaborative Negotiations 

15. If a Disagreement is not resolved by informal discussion, and a Party directly engaged in the 

Disagreement wishes to invoke this Chapter, that Party will deliver written notice, as required 

under Appendix J-1, as soon as practicable to the other Parties, requiring the commencement of 

collaborative negotiations. 

16. Upon receiving the notice under paragraph 15, a Party directly engaged in the Disagreement 

will participate in the collaborative negotiations. 
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17. A Party not directly engaged in the Disagreement may participate in the collaborative 

negotiations by giving written notice to the other Parties, preferably before the collaborative 

negotiations commence. 

18. If the Parties have commenced negotiations in the circumstances described in subparagraph 

7.c), then, for all purposes under this Chapter, those negotiations will be deemed collaborative 

negotiations. 

19. Collaborative negotiations terminate in the circumstances set out in Appendix J-1. 

Stage Two: Facilitated Processes 

20. Within 15 days of termination of collaborative negotiations that have not resolved the 

Disagreement, a Party directly engaged in a Disagreement, may require the commencement of a 

facilitated process, by delivering notice to the other Parties. 

21. Notice under paragraph 20: 

a) will include the name of the Party or Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement and a 

summary of the particulars of the Disagreement; and 

b) may propose the use of a particular facilitated process described in paragraph 23. 

22. Upon receiving a notice under paragraph 20, a Party directly engaged in the Disagreement will 

participate in a facilitated process described in paragraph 23. 

23. A Party not directly engaged in the Disagreement may participate in the facilitated process by 

giving written notice to the other Parties within 15 days of delivery of a notice under paragraph 

20.  

24. Within 30 days after delivery of a notice under paragraph 20, the Parties directly engaged in the 

Disagreement will attempt to agree to use one of the following processes: 

a) mediation under Appendix J-2; 

b) technical advisory panel under Appendix J-3; 

c) neutral evaluation under Appendix J-4; or 

d) any other non-binding dispute resolution process assisted by a Neutral, 

and if they fail to agree, they will be deemed to have selected mediation under Appendix J-2. 

25. A facilitated process terminates: 

a) in the circumstances set out in the applicable Appendix; or 

b) as agreed by the participating Parties, if an Appendix does not apply. 

Negotiating Conditions 

26. In order to enhance the prospect of reaching agreement, the Parties participating in collaborative 

negotiations or a negotiation component of a facilitated process will: 

a) at the request of a participating Party, provide timely disclosure of sufficient information 

and documents to enable a full examination of the subject matter being negotiated; 

b) make every reasonable effort to appoint negotiating representatives with sufficient 

authority to reach an agreement, or with ready access to such authority; and 

c) negotiate in good faith. 
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Settlement Agreement 

27. Any agreement reached in a process under this Chapter: 

a) will be: 

i) recorded in writing; 

ii) signed by authorized representatives of the Parties to the agreement; 

iii) delivered to all Parties; and 

b) is binding only on the Parties who have signed the agreement. 

Stage Three: Adjudication - Arbitration 

28. If a Disagreement arising out of any provision of the Final Agreement provides that a matter 

will be “finally determined by arbitration”, the Disagreement will, on the delivery of a notice by 

a Party directly engaged in the Disagreement, to all Parties as required under Appendix J-5, be 

referred to and finally resolved by arbitration in accordance with that Appendix. 

29. A Disagreement, other than a Disagreement referred to in paragraph 28, and with the written 

agreement of all Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement, the Disagreement will be referred 

to, and finally resolved by, arbitration in accordance with Appendix J-5. 

30. If two Parties make a written agreement under paragraph 29, they will deliver a copy of the 

agreement as soon as practicable to the Party that was not directly engaged in the Disagreement. 

31. Upon delivering a written notice to the participating Parties to the arbitration within 15 days 

after receiving a notice under paragraph 28or copy of a written agreement under paragraph 30, a 

Party not directly engaged in the Disagreement is entitled to be, and will be added as, a party to 

the arbitration of that Disagreement whether or not that Party has participated in collaborative 

negotiations or a required facilitated process. 

32. Notwithstanding paragraph 31, an arbitral tribunal may make an order adding a Party as a 

participating Party at any time, if the arbitral tribunal considers that: 

a) the participating Parties will not be unduly prejudiced; or 

b) the issues stated in the pleadings are materially different from those identified in the 

notice to arbitrate under paragraph 28 or the written agreement to arbitrate in paragraph 

29, 

and, in that event, the arbitral tribunal may make any order it considers appropriate or necessary 

in the circumstances respecting conditions, including the payment of costs, upon which the 

Party may be added. 

Effect of Arbitral Award 

33. An arbitral award is final and binding on all Parties whether or not a Party has participated in 

the arbitration. 

34. Notwithstanding paragraph 33, an arbitral award is not binding on a Party that has not 

participated in the arbitration if: 

a) the Party did not receive copies of: 

i) the notice of arbitration or agreement to arbitrate; or 

ii) the pleadings and any amendments or supplements to the pleadings; or 
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b) the arbitral tribunal refused to add the Party as a participating Party to the arbitration 

under paragraph 32. 

Application of Legislation 

35. No legislation of any Party respecting arbitration, except the settlement legislation, applies to an 

arbitration conducted under this Chapter. 

36. A court must not intervene or offer assistance in an arbitration or review an arbitral award under 

this Chapter except as provided in Appendix J-5. 

Stage Three: Adjudication - Judicial Proceedings 

37. Nothing in this Chapter creates a cause of action where none otherwise exists. 

38. Subject to paragraph 39, at any time a Party may commence proceedings in the Supreme Court 

of British Columbia in respect of a Disagreement. 

39. Subject to paragraph 14, a Party may not commence judicial proceedings in respect of a 

Disagreement if the Disagreement: 

a) is required to be referred to arbitration under paragraph 28 or has been agreed to be 

referred to arbitration under paragraph 29; 

b) has not been referred to collaborative negotiations or a facilitated process as required 

under this Chapter; or 

c) has been referred to collaborative negotiations or a facilitated process that has not yet 

been terminated. 

40. Nothing in subparagraph 39.a) prevents an arbitral tribunal or the participating Parties from 

requesting the Supreme Court of British Columbia to make a ruling respecting a question of law 

as permitted in Appendix J-5. 

Notice to Parties 

41. If, in any judicial or administrative proceeding, an issue arises in respect of:  

a) the interpretation or validity of this Agreement; or  

b) the validity, or applicability of: 

i) any settlement legislation; or 

ii) any Kitselas Law, 

the issue will not be decided until the party raising the issue has properly served notice on the 

Attorney General of British Columbia, the Attorney General of Canada and the Kitselas 

Government. 

42. In any judicial or administrative proceeding to which paragraph 41 applies, the Attorney 

General of British Columbia, the Attorney General of Canada and the Kitselas Government may 

appear and participate in the proceedings as parties with the same rights as any other party. 

Costs 

43. Except as provided otherwise in the Appendices, each participating Party will bear the costs of 

its own participation, representation, and appointments in collaborative negotiations, a 

facilitated process, or an arbitration, conducted under this Chapter. 
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44. Subject to paragraph 43 and except as provided otherwise in the Appendices, the participating 

Parties will share equally all costs of collaborative negotiations, a facilitated process, or an 

arbitration, conducted under this Chapter. 

45. For purposes of paragraph 44, “costs” include: 

a) fees of the Neutrals; 

b) costs of hearing and meeting rooms;  

c) actual and reasonable costs of communications, accommodation, meals and travel of the 

Neutrals; 

d) costs of required secretarial and administrative support for the Neutrals, as permitted in 

the Appendices; and 

e) administration fees of a Neutral Appointing Authority. 
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CHAPTER 23 – ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLMENT 

 

 

General 

1. Enrolment under the Final Agreement does not: 

a) confer or deny rights of entry into Canada, Canadian citizenship, the right to be 

registered as an Indian under the Indian Act, or any of the rights or benefits under the 

Indian Act; or 

b) except as set out in the Final Agreement or in any Federal Law or Provincial Law, 

impose any obligation on Canada or British Columbia to provide rights or benefits. 

Eligibility Criteria 

2. An individual is eligible to be enrolled under the Kitselas Final Agreement, if that individual is: 

a) of Kitselas ancestry; 

b) a Band member listed or entitled to be listed as a Band member on the Kitselas Band 

lists pursuant to the Indian Act; 

c) adopted as a Child under laws recognized in Canada, or by a Kitselas custom, by an 

individual eligible for enrolment; 

d) an individual who is accepted as a Kitselas member by the Kitselas in accordance with 

Kitselas custom; 

e) an individual who is a spouse, including a common law spouse, of an individual eligible 

for enrolment; or 

f) a descendant or an adopted child of an individual eligible to enrol. 

Applications for Enrolment 

3. An individual may: 

a) apply to the Enrolment Committee, or a body responsible under subparagraph 38.a), for 

enrolment under the Final Agreement; 

b) appeal a decision of the Enrolment Committee to the Enrolment Appeal Board; or 

c) seek judicial review of a decision of the Enrolment Appeal Board or a body responsible 

under subparagraph 38.a) 

on the individual’s own behalf, or on behalf of an individual whose affairs they have the legal 

authority to manage. 

4. Each applicant, or individual who has the legal authority to manage the affairs of an applicant, 

has the burden of demonstrating to the Enrolment Committee that the Eligibility Criteria are 

met. 
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Other Land Claims Agreements 

5. Other than as provided below, an applicant who is a beneficiary of, or has applied for enrolment 

under, another treaty or land claims agreement in Canada will not at the same time be enrolled 

under the Final Agreement. 

6. Upon application to be enrolled under the Final Agreement, an applicant must notify the 

Enrolment Committee or a body established under subparagraph 38.a) if they are a beneficiary 

of, or have applied for enrolment under, another treaty or land claims agreement in Canada.  

7. An individual described in paragraph 5 will be enrolled if they meet the Eligibility Criteria. 

8. An individual who has been enrolled under paragraph 7 will: 

a) within 120 days after the Effective Date; or 

b) where the decision to accept their application to be enrolled under paragraph 7 is made 

after the Effective Date, within 120 days of receiving written notification from the 

Enrolment Committee or a body established under subparagraph 38.a)that they have 

been enrolled; 

provide written evidence to a body established under subparagraph 38.a)to demonstrate that 

they have ceased to be a beneficiary of, or have withdrawn their application for enrolment 

under, another treaty or land claims agreement in Canada. 

9. If an individual enrolled under paragraph 7fails to satisfy the requirements of paragraph 8, their 

name will be removed from the Enrolment Register. 

10. An individual enrolled under paragraph 7 is not entitled to exercise any rights or receive any 

benefits under the Final Agreement until they have satisfied the requirements of paragraph 8. 

Membership in a Band Other Than Kitselas 

11. For greater certainty, after the Effective Date, upon becoming a Kitselas Participant, an 

individual ceases to be a member or a registered Indian of any Band in accordance with 

paragraph  24 of the General Provisions Chapter. 

12. An individual who was a member or a registered Indian of a Band other than the Kitselas Band 

will: 

a) within 120 days after the Effective Date; or 

b) where the decision to accept their application to be enrolled is made after the Effective 

Date, within 120 days of receiving notification from the Enrolment Committee or a body 

established under subparagraph 38.a)that they have been enrolled, 

do all things necessary to request Canada to change their affiliation to Kitselas and to issue a 

new status card. 

The Enrolment Committee 

13. At the beginning of the Initial Enrolment Period, an Enrolment Committee will be established 

by Kitselas, and will be comprised of three representatives selected by Kitselas. 

14. Kitselas will notify Canada and British Columbia of the members of the Enrolment Committee 

as soon as practicable after their appointment. 
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15. The Enrolment Committee will:  

a) establish enrolment procedures and set time limits; 

b) during the Initial Enrolment Period, receive enrolment applications, consider each 

application, enrol all applicants who meet the Eligibility Criteria and maintain a record 

of those decisions and request further information if required; 

c) establish and maintain an Enrolment Register containing the names of all enrolled 

individuals; 

d) publish its procedures, including a list of the documentation and information required of 

each applicant; 

e) publish the Eligibility Criteria and provide information on the enrolment process and 

application forms to any person who wishes to apply for enrolment; 

f) notify in writing each applicant and the Parties of its decision and, where enrolment is 

refused, provide written reasons; 

g) upon request, provide to a Party or the Enrolment Appeal Board, in confidence, 

information in respect of an individual’s enrolment application; 

h) add, delete or amend names from the Enrolment Register in accordance with decisions 

of the Enrolment Appeal Board; 

i) subject to this Chapter, keep information provided by and about applicants confidential; 

j) provide a true copy of the Enrolment Register to the Parties on request; 

k) take reasonable steps to notify individuals potentially eligible for enrolment of the 

Eligibility Criteria and application procedures; and 

l) provide a true copy of the Enrolment Register and any other relevant information 

requested to the Ratification Committee in a timely manner. 

16. After a decision by the Enrolment Committee and before any appeal of that decision is 

commenced, an Applicant may submit new information to the Enrolment Committee. 

17. Subject to this Chapter, all decisions of the Enrolment Committee will be final and binding. 

18. During the Initial Enrolment Period, the Enrolment Committee may, before an appeal of a 

decision is commenced, vary, or rescind and re-make, the decision on the basis of new 

information, if it considers the decision was in error. 

19. Where the Enrolment Committee fails to decide upon an application for enrolment within the 

time established in its procedures, the application will be deemed to be refused and the deemed 

refusal will constitute grounds for appeal to the Enrolment Appeal Board. 

20. Where an applicant, or an individual having legal authority to manage the affairs of an 

applicant, applies to have the applicant’s name removed from the Enrolment Register, the 

Enrolment Committee will remove the applicant’s name and will notify the applicant and the 

individual who made the application. 

The Enrolment Appeal Board 

21. The Enrolment Appeal Board will be established by Canada and Kitselas at a date agreed upon 

by the Parties. 
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22. The Enrolment Appeal Board will be comprised of members agreed to by the Parties. 

23. Kitselas and Canada will each appoint one member to the Enrolment Appeal Board and will 

jointly appoint a third member, and the members will select a chairperson from among 

themselves. 

24. A member of the Enrolment Committee will not be a member of the Enrolment Appeal Board. 

25. During the Initial Enrolment Period, an applicant or a Party may appeal by written notice to the 

Enrolment Appeal Board any decision of the Enrolment Committee made pursuant to 

subparagraphs 15.b) or paragraph 18, or an application deemed to be refused under paragraph 

19. 

26. The Enrolment Appeal Board will: 

a) establish its own procedures and set time limits; 

b) hear and determine any appeal brought pursuant to paragraph 25 and decide whether the 

Applicant will be enrolled; 

c) conduct its hearings in public unless it determines in a particular case that there are 

reasons for confidentiality which outweigh the public interest in having an open hearing; 

d) provide written reasons for its decision to the applicant and the Parties within 90 days;  

e) maintain a record of its decisions and communicate them to the Enrolment Committee as 

required; and 

f) report on the appeal process to the Parties as requested. 

27. After the Effective Date, the Enrolment Appeal Board may: 

a) by summons require any individual to appear before the Enrolment Appeal Board as a 

witness and produce any relevant document in that individual's possession; and 

b) require any witness to answer on oath or solemn affirmation any relevant question posed 

to the witness. 

28. Where an individual fails to comply with a direction of the Enrolment Appeal Board made 

under subparagraphs 27.a) or 27.b), on application by the Enrolment Appeal Board, a judge of 

the Supreme Court of British Columbia may enforce the direction. 

29. Any applicant, Party, or witness appearing before the Enrolment Appeal Board may be assisted 

by counsel or agent. 

30. Subject to paragraphs 32 to 35, all decisions of the Enrolment Appeal Board will be final and 

binding. 

Actions Against the Enrolment Committee or Enrolment Appeal Board 

31. No action lies or may be commenced against the Enrolment Appeal Board, the Enrolment 

Committee or any member of the Enrolment Appeal Board or any member of the Enrolment 

Committee for anything said or done or omitted to be said or done in good faith in the 

performance, or intended performance, of a duty or in the exercise of a power under this 

Chapter. 
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Judicial Review 

32. An applicant or a Party may apply to the Supreme Court of British Columbia to review or set 

aside a decision of the Enrolment Appeal Board, or any body established under subparagraph 

38.a), on the grounds that the Enrolment Appeal Board or body established under subparagraph 

38.a): 

a) acted without jurisdiction, acted beyond its jurisdiction or refused to exercise its 

jurisdiction;  

b) failed to observe procedural fairness; 

c) erred in law; or  

d) based its decision on an erroneous finding of fact that it made in a perverse or capricious 

manner or without regard for the material before it. 

33. On an application for judicial review the Supreme Court of British Columbia may either dismiss 

the application, or set aside the decision and refer the matter back to the Enrolment Appeal 

Board or any body established under subparagraph 38.a) for determination in accordance with 

such directions as the Supreme Court of British Columbia considers appropriate. 

34. Where the Enrolment Appeal Board or any body established under subparagraph 38.a), refuses 

or fails to hear or decide an appeal within a reasonable time, the applicant or a Party may apply 

to the court for an order directing the Enrolment Appeal Board or the body established under 

subparagraph 38.a) to hear or decide the appeal in accordance with such directions as the 

Supreme Court of British Columbia considers appropriate. 

35. An applicant or a Party may apply for judicial review within 60 days of receiving notification of 

the decision of the Enrolment Appeal Board or any body established subparagraph 38.a) or a 

longer time that may be determined by the Supreme Court of British Columbia. 

Costs 

36. Canada and British Columbia will provide agreed upon funding for the Enrolment Committee 

and Enrolment Appeal Board. 

Enrolment after the Initial Enrolment Period 

37. The Enrolment Committee and the Enrolment Appeal Board will be dissolved when they have 

rendered decisions in respect of those applications or appeals made or commenced before the 

end of the Initial Enrolment Period. On dissolution the Enrolment Committee and the Enrolment 

Appeal Board will provide their records to Kitselas and upon request to British Columbia or 

Canada. 

38. Following the Initial Enrolment Period, Kitselas will: 

a) be responsible for an enrolment process, including the application of the Eligibility 

Criteria, and the administrative costs of that process;  

b) maintain the Enrolment Register; 

c) provide a true copy of the Enrolment Register to Canada and British Columbia as they 

request; and  

d) provide information concerning enrolment to Canada and British Columbia as they 

request. 
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CHAPTER 24 – IMPLEMENTATION 

 

 

General 

1. The Parties will develop an Implementation Plan for the Final Agreement that will take effect 

on the Effective Date and have a term of 10 years, which may be renewed or extended upon 

agreement of the Parties. 

Implementation Plan 

2. The Implementation Plan for the Final Agreement will: 

a) identify the obligations in the Final Agreement and the activities to be undertaken to 

fulfill these obligations, the responsible Party or Parties and when the activities will be 

completed; 

b) specify how the Implementation Plan may be amended; 

c) specify how the Implementation Plan may be renewed or extended; and 

d) address other matters agreed to by the Parties. 

3. The Implementation Plan for the Final Agreement will not: 

a) create legal obligations; 

b) alter any rights or obligations set out in the Final Agreement; 

c) preclude any Party from asserting that rights or obligations exist under the Final 

Agreement even though they are not referred to in the Implementation Plan; and 

d) be used to interpret the Final Agreement. 

Implementation Working Group 

4. The Parties agree to establish a tripartite implementation working group during Final 

Agreement negotiations which will: 

a) be responsible for the development of an Implementation Plan before initialling the 

Final Agreement; and 

b) be responsible for the development of a list of activities that the Parties must complete 

by the Effective Date. 

Implementation Committee 

5. On the Effective Date, the Parties will establish a tripartite implementation committee for a term 

of 10 years, which may be renewed or extended as agreed by the Parties. 

6. The Parties will each appoint one representative to the implementation committee. 

7. The implementation committee will: 

a) establish its own procedures and operating guidelines; 

b) develop a communications strategy in respect of the implementation and content of the 

Final Agreement; 
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c) provide a forum for the Parties to discuss the implementation of the Final Agreement; 

d) provide for the preparation of annual reports on the implementation of the Final 

Agreement; and 

e) before the expiry of the Implementation Plan, review the Implementation Plan and 

advise the Parties on the further implementation of the Final Agreement. 
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CHAPTER 25 - APPROVAL OF THE AGREEMENT-IN-PRINCIPLE 

 

 

1. This Agreement will be submitted to the Parties for approval after it has been initialled by the 

Chief Negotiators for Canada, British Columbia and Kitselas. 

2. Kitselas will have approved this Agreement when it is signed by the Chief Negotiator for 

Kitselas after a community approval process. 

3. Canada will have approved this Agreement when it is signed by a Minister authorized to do so 

by the federal Cabinet. 

4. British Columbia will have approved this Agreement when it is signed by a Minister authorized 

to do so by the provincial Cabinet. 

5. This Agreement is not legally binding. 

6. The signing of this Agreement does not preclude any other Tsimshian First Nation from 

continuing negotiations in accordance with the Tsimshian Framework Agreement, as amended. 
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CHAPTER 26 – RATIFICATION OF THE FINAL AGREEMENT 

 

 

General 

1. The Final Agreement will be legally binding once ratified by all of the Parties in accordance 

with the Ratification Chapter of the Final Agreement. 

2. The Final Agreement will be submitted to the Parties for ratification as set out in the Final 

Agreement after it has been initialled by Chief Negotiators for Canada, British Columbia and 

Kitselas. 

Ratification by Kitselas 

3. The Parties will establish a Ratification Committee, with equal representation of each of the 

Parties, to be responsible for the Kitselas ratification process, including preparing a list of 

eligible voters, as set out in the Final Agreement.  

4. An eligible voter will be a person who: 

a) is enrolled under the Eligibility and Enrolment Chapter; and 

b) meets any other criterion set out in the Final Agreement. 

5. The Final Agreement will set out the minimum age for an eligible voter on the day of voting. 

6. Ratification of the Final Agreement by Kitselas requires: 

a) that Kitselas voters have a reasonable opportunity to review the Final Agreement; 

b) a vote, by way of a secret ballot; 

c) that a majority of eligible voters of Kitselas vote in favour of the Final Agreement; 

d) ratification of the Kitselas Constitution through the process set out in the Final 

Agreement; and 

e) the Final Agreement be signed by the authorized representative(s) of Kitselas. 

Ratification by Canada 

7. Ratification of the Final Agreement by Canada requires: 

a) that the Final Agreement be signed by a Minister authorized by the federal Cabinet; and 

b) the coming into force of Federal Settlement Legislation. 

Ratification by British Columbia 

8. Ratification of the Final Agreement by British Columbia requires: 

a) that the Final Agreement be signed by a Minister authorized to do so; and 

b) the coming into force of Provincial Settlement Legislation. 
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Ratification of the Kitselas Constitution 

9. Ratification of the Kitselas Constitution by Kitselas requires: 

a) that the voters of Kitselas have a reasonable opportunity to review their Kitselas 

Constitution; 

b) a vote, by way of a secret ballot; and  

c) that a majority of the eligible voters vote in favour of adopting their Kitselas 

Constitution. 
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Appendix A 
Map of Kitselas Area 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix B-1 
Overview Map of Kitselas Lands  

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix B-2 
Kitselas Indian Reserves 

 
Part 1: Land Descriptions of Kitselas Indian Reserves 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Kitselas Indian Reserve 
No. and Name Land Description 

Kitselas 1 Plan BC124 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07637) 

Chimdimash 2 Plan BC124 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07638) 

Chimdimash 2A Plan BC124 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07639) 

Ikshenigwolk 3 Plan BC123 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07640) 

Kshish 4 (includes Kshish 4A) Plan BC123 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07641) 

Kshish 4B Plan BC585 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07642)  

Zaimoetz 5 Plan BC123 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07643) 

Kulspai 6 Plan BC123 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07644) 

Ketoneda 7 Plan BC123 (INAC Land Identifier No. 07645) 

Port Essington* Plan BC 84  (INAC Land Identifier No. 07649) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

*Port Essington Indian Reserve is currently shared by Kitselas and Kitsumkalum  
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Appendix B-2 
Kitselas Indian Reserves 

 
Part 2: Map of Kitselas Indian Reserves  

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix B-3 
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Appendix C 
Interests on Kitselas Lands 

 
Appendix C-1 Interests on Kitselas Indian Reserves  

Part 1: Certificates of Possession and Ownership Under the First Nations Land 
Management Act 

Part 2:  Public Utility Works 
Part 3: Other Interests 
 

Appendix C-2 Interests on Provincial Crown Lands to be Replaced on the Effective Date 
Part 1:  Public Utility Works 
Part 2: Other Interests 
 

Appendix C-3 Interests to Continue in Accordance with Provincial Law 
Part 1:  Subsurface Tenures Issued Under the Mineral Tenure Act 
Part 2:  Licences Issues Under the Water Act 
Part 3:  Traplines Issued Under the Wildlife Act 
Part 4:  Guide Outfitter Certificates Issued Under the Wildlife Act 
Part 5: Recreation Sites and Trails 
 

Appendix C-4 Interests to be Created on the Effective Date 
Part 1 Existing Tenures Requiring Private Road Easement over Kitselas Lands 
Part 2 Fee Simple Properties Requiring Private Road Easement over Kitselas Lands 
Part 3 Forest Research Plots 
 

Appendix C-5 Applicable Forms of Document for Granting Interests 
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Appendix C-1 
Interests on Kitselas Indian Reserves 

 
Part 1: Certificates of Possession and 

Ownership Under the First Nations Land Management Act 
 

Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix C-1 
Interests on Kitselas Indian Reserves 

 
Part 2: Public Utility Works 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date.  
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Appendix C-1 
Interests on Kitselas Indian Reserves  

 
Part 3: Other Interests 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix C-2 
Interests on Provincial Crown Lands to be Replaced on the Effective Date 

 
Part 1: Public Utility Works 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

File and 
Document 
Number 

Interest Holder Interest General Location 

File No. 0228298 
Doc No. 1098 

British Columbia Hydro 
and Power Authority Right of Way - Utility Appendix B-3, Plan 16 

File No. 0260382 
Doc No. 2650 

British Columbia Hydro 
and Power Authority Right of Way - Utility Appendix B-3, Plan 16  

File No. 0275862 
Doc No. 632258 

British Columbia Hydro 
and Power Authority Right of Way - Utility Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

File No. 6408300 
Doc No. 636005 

Cybernet 
Communications Ltd. 

Licence of Occupation - 
Communication   Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

File No. 0348345 
Doc No. 1382 

Pacific Northern Gas 
Ltd. Right of Way - Utility 

Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 
2, 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14, 16 
and 17 

File No. 6400350 
Doc No. 632109 

Pacific Northern Gas 
Ltd. Right of Way - Utility Appendix B-3, Plan 16 

File No. 6405878 
Doc No. 634642 

Pacific Northern Gas 
Ltd. Right of Way - Utility Appendix B-3, Plan 16 

File No. 6405246 
Doc No. 635477 

Westside Lakelse 
Association 

Licence of Occupation - 
Utility  Appendix B-3, Plan 15 
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Appendix C-2 
Interests on Provincial Crown Lands to be Replaced on the Effective Date 

 
Part 2: Other Interests 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

File and 
Document 
Number 

Interest Holder Interest General Location 

File No. 6406985 
Doc No. 740712 Bear Enterprises Ltd. Licence of Occupation - 

Commercial Recreation 
Appendix B-3, Plans 9 
and 10 

File No. 6407511 
Doc No. 740801 Doll, Kori Licence of Occupation - 

Commercial Recreation 

Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 
2, 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14 
and 15 

File No. 6408198 
Doc No. 635952 

Muller Bay Residents 
Association Permit - Transportation Appendix B-3, Plans 

15 and 16 

File No. 6402455 
Doc No. 632669 

Regional District of 
Kitimat-Stikine 

Standard Lease - 
Institutional Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

File No. 6407789 
Doc No. 635644 

Regional District of 
Kitimat-Stikine 

Licence of Occupation - 
Institutional Appendix B-3, Plan 17 

File No. 6407801 
Doc No. 635584 

Skeena Valley 
Expeditions Inc. 

Licence of Occupation - 
Commercial Recreation 

Appendix B-3, Plans 2, 
5, 8, 12, 14 and 17 

File No. 6407510 
Doc No. 740802 

Skeena Wilderness 
Fishing Charters Ltd. 

Licence of Occupation - 
Commercial Recreation 

Appendix B-3, Plans 2, 
3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15 
and 16 

File No. 6406785 
Doc No. 635297 

Terrace-Kitimat Airport 
Society 

Standard Lease - 
Transportation  Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

File No. 6406950 
Doc No. 705301 

True North Heli-Skiing 
Ltd. 

Licence of Occupation - 
Commercial Recreation 

Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12 
and 13 
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Appendix C-3 
Interests to Continue in Accordance with Provincial Law 

 
Part 1: Subsurface Tenures Issued Under the Mineral Tenure Act  

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Tenure Number  
and Claim Interest Holder Interest General Location 

409812 
Rosi Komlos, Julius Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

504253 
Shan BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

510426 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

512557 
Singlehurst Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

512673 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

512674 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

512675 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

512676 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

512677 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

512974 
Dynasty Plus Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

514220 
Shan 2 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

516774 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

516777 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

516788 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

   

69



516794 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

517104 
Saturn 4 Knauss Creek Mines Ltd. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 1 

520094 
Chimney Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

520692 
Jim Lite Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

520693 
Bornite 5 Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

524981 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

524982 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

524985 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

524986 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

525858 
Pitman Moly 

Resources 
Shirvani, Farshad Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 2 

525992 
Access Shirvani, Farshad Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

525999 
Train Station Shirvani, Farshad Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

540060 
Carlson 

Bysouth, Garry Douglas and 
Kurz, Gary Wolfgang Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 2 

541265 
Shan 3 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

541267 
Shan 4 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

541268 
Shan 5 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

543709 
Shan 4 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

543710 
Shan 5 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 
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545051 
TTM2 TTM Resources Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

545052 
TTM3 TTM Resources Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

545055 
TTM6 TTM Resources Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 4 

556268 
Leeward Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

556269 
Todd Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

556270 
Tell Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

556271 
Charlie Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

556273 
Craggy Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

556274 
Muligan Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

556276 
Maddon Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

556280 
Bradle Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

556281 
Bane Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

556282 
Elmo Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

556688 
Nar McRae, Douglas Richard Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 7 

556690 
Nar 2 McRae, Douglas Richard Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 7 

558859 
Nick Lower Komlos, Andrea Lyn Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

559141 
Shan 6 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

559154 
Shan 14 BCM Resources Corp. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 
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578726 
Legate 3 Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

578729 
Legate 4 Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

578731 
West Pit Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

583339 
Womo East Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 1 

583347 
Tip Top Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

588930 
Womo North 1 Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 1 

588941 
Skena Conecter Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

602211 
KL Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

605451 
Sun Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

605455 
Sun1 Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

605539 
One Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

605686 
KL Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

605912 
Park Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

605963 
Galaxy Knauss Creek Mines Ltd. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 1 

608963 
Max Walker, Patti Ann Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

612744 
Jiffy Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

612763 
Next Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

678043 
KL Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 
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734382 
Ibex 2 Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

734422 
Ibex 3 Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

777902 
Adams McRae, Douglas Richard Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

810282 
Ibex Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

819122 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

828722 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

828822 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

831309 
Valhalla Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

831319 
N/A Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

832158 
Valhalla West Argonaut Exploration Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

837590 
Hat Trick Lee, Michael Richard Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

838551 
Zymoetz Walker, Patti Ann Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

842791 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

845361 
Small Town 2 Hegel, Ray Herman Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

846902 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

847374 
Run Komlos, Andrea Lyn Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

847555 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

847666 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 
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848351 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 10 

851722 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

852299 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral  Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

853606 
Brunsing Javorsky, David Joseph Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

854416 
Pitman South Casa Minerals Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 2 

855153 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

857093 
Lucky Luke Pugh, David Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

858387 
HSRS McQuay, Larry E Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

859187 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

862687 
St. Croix Goddard, Kevin Russell Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

865269 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

865270 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

865780 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

866044 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

866047 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

866321 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 13 

866456 
Grotto Besco Stone Co. Ltd. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

866991 
Golden Sentinel Lynes, Craig Alvin Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 
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866993 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

866994 
Jackie Silver Lynes, Craig Alvin Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

878229 
St. Croix Benzer, Russell William Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

885309 
103I07G Canasil Resources Inc. Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

893789 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

894669 
N/A Mulvey, James Mineral Claim Appendix B-3, Plan 8 
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Appendix C-3 
Interests to Continue in Accordance with Provincial Law  

 
Part 2: Licences Issued Under the Water Act 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Water 
Licence No. Permit No. Interest Holder General Location 

C061588 PCL 14628 Appler, Peter C and Judith I Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

C124369 PCL 26333 Colgan, Patrick K and Parker, 
Linda C Appendix B-3, Plan 16 

6001353 N/A Haugan, Darvin R and Marjorie F  Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

C049458 PCL 11284 Haugan, Darvin R and Marjorie F Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

C065502 N/A Kotai Holdings Ltd., Inc. No.  
BC 0747031 Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

C065485 PCL 16429 McChesney, James Alan and 
Carmen Paul Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

C061959 PCL 14563 Penner, Wilhelm and Randy Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

C054003 PCL 12403 Piper, David D and Lydia S Appendix B-3, Plan 16 

C035711 PCL 07582 Therrien, Louis as executor of 
Henry Therrien Estate Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

C050314 PCL 11460 Tycho, Eric L Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

F120795 N/A Webber, Edwin W Appendix B-3, Plan 12 
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Appendix C-3 
Interests to Continue in Accordance with Provincial Law  

 
Part 3: Guide Outfitter Certificates Issued Under the Wildlife Act 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Certificate 
Number Certificate Holder General Location 

601036 Milligan, Robert Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 
11, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 17 

601037 Lewis, Michael Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16 and 17 
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Appendix C-3 
Interests to Continue in Accordance with Provincial Law  

 
Part 4: Traplines Issued Under the Wildlife Act 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Trapline Registration Number General Location 

TR0603T103 Appendix B-3, Plan 17 

TR0609T044 Appendix B-3, Plans 14, 15 and 16 

TR0609T048 Appendix B-3, Plans 11, 12 and 14 

TR0609T049 Appendix B-3, Plans 9 and 13 

TR0609T050 Appendix B-3, Plans 8, 12 and 13 

TR0609T051 Appendix B-3, Plans 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 and 13  

TR0609T052 Appendix B-3, Plans 2, 3, 5, 6 and 9 

TR0609T054 Appendix B-3, Plan 1 

TR0610T001 Appendix B-3, Plans 15 and 16 

TR0611T001 Appendix B-3, Plan 17 

TR0611T004 Appendix B-3, Plan 17 

TR0615T002 Appendix B-3, Plans 7 and 11 

TR0615T003 Appendix B-3, Plans 7, 8, 11 and 12 

TR0615T004 Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8  

TR0615T007 Appendix B-3, Plans 7 and 8 
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Appendix C-3 
Interests to Continue in Accordance with Provincial Law  

 
Part 5: Recreation Sites and Trails 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

File Number Description General Location 

REC 0530 Bornite Mountain Trail Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

REC 0600 Terrace Mountain Recreation Site Appendix B-3, Plan 11 

REC 3549 Hai Lake Recreation Trail Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

REC 135988 Terrace Mountain Bike Trails Appendix B-3, Plan 11 

REC 136007 Kitimat Main Parking Area Recreation Site Appendix B-3, Plan 17 
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Appendix C-4 
Interests to be Created on the Effective Date  

 
Part 1: Existing Tenures Requiring Private Road Easement over Kitselas Lands 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix C-4 
Interests to be Created on the Effective Date  

 
Part 2: Fee Simple Properties Requiring Private Road Easement over Kitselas Lands 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Land Title 
Office Parcel 

Identifier (PID) 
Interest Holder Description of Land 

Requiring Access  General Location 

014-970-473 Appler, Peter Christian; 
Judith Irene Appler 

District Lot 428, Range 
5, Coast District, except 
assigned Block A and 
except Plans PRP 
14465 and PRP 14861 

Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

015-130-304 
Dragomax Enterprises 
Ltd., Inc. No. BC 
0784464 

District Lot 2218, 
Range 5, Coast District Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

015-191-290 Ewart, Douglas 
Norman  

District Lot 7651, 
Range 5, Coast District Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

015-275-345 James, Stephen Craig District Lot 5978, 
Range 5, Coast District 

Appendix B-3, Plans 4, 
5 and 8 

015-110-486 Kotai Holdings Ltd.,  
Inc. No. BC 747031 

District Lot 1436, 
Range 5, Coast District, 
except part on sketch 
attached to 1790I and 
except Plan 11006 

Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

014-967-391 
Lemon, Michael John; 
Lemon, Pamela 
Suzanne  

District Lot 429, Range 
5, Coast District, except 
Plan PRP 14462 

Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

015-273-067 Lemon, Michael John; 
Lemon, Pamela Tekla 

District Lot 5455, 
Range 5, Coast District, 
except Plan PRP 14462 

Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

011-822-074 Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther  

District Lot 4774, 
Range 5, Coast District, 
except the right of way 
of the Dominion 
Telegraph Line having 
a width of 100 feet 
which may lie within 
the boundaries of these 
lands and except Plans 

Appendix B-3, Plan 12 
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PRP 14447 and PRP 
14861 

010-255-443 
Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther; Penner, Randy 
Lynne  

The south half of 
District Lot 430, Range 
5, Coast District, except 
Plan BCP 45806 

Appendix B-3, Plans 8 
and 12 

010-255-842 
Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther; Penner, Randy 
Lynne 

The north half of 
District Lot 4781, 
Range 5, Coast District, 
Plan 1388 

Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

010-255-869 
Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther; Penner, Randy 
Lynne 

The south half of 
District Lot 4781, 
Range 5, Coast District, 
except Plan BCP 45806 

Appendix B-3, Plans 8 
and 12 

014-971-135 
Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther; Penner, Randy 
Lynne 

The north half of 
District Lot 430, Range 
5, Coast District 

Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

015-014-444 
Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther; Penner, Randy 
Lynne 

Part of District Lot 835, 
Range 5, Coast District 
lying east of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railway 
right of way  

Appendix B-3, Plan 12 

015-157-997 
Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther; Penner, Randy 
Lynne 

District Lot 2738, 
Range 5, Coast District Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

015-447-502 
Penner, Wilhelm 
Gunther; Penner, Randy 
Lynne 

District Lot 5454, 
Range 5, Coast District Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

015-213-749 Schaaf, Ned 

District Lot 4119, 
Range 5, Coast District, 
except any portion of 
the right of way of the 
Dominion Telegraph 
Line having a width of 
100 feet which may lie 
within the boundaries 
of these lands 

Appendix B-3, Plans 5 
and 8 
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015-450-015 Grand Trunk Railway 
Company 

That portion of District 
Lot 5428, Range 5, 
Coast District lying 
north of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railway 

Appendix B-3, Plans 2 
and 3 

015-275-400 

Onstein, Robert 
Herman; Onstein, 
Rebbecca Jayne; 
Onstein, Roderick 
Leonard; Onstein, 
Rachel Fayanne; 
Wiebe, Stephanie Ann 

District Lot 5979, 
Range 5, Coast District Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

015-070-051 
White Wood Resources 
Inc., Inc. No. BC 
0773392 

District Lot 922, Range 
5, Coast District, except 
Plan 11006 

Appendix B-3, Plan 5 
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Appendix C-4 
Interests to be Created on the Effective Date  

 
Part 3: Forest Research Plots 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 
Growth and Yield Plots 

 

Plot Descriptor General Location 

61-8-20T Appendix B-3, Plan 17 

64-5-92T Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

64-5-94T Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

64-6-43G Appendix B-3, Plan 16 

64-6-44G Appendix B-3, Plan 16 

65-19-44G Appendix B-3, Plan 9 

65-19-45G Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

65-19-46G Appendix B-3, Plan 8 

65-21-19T Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

65-21-20T Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

65-21-21T Appendix B-3, Plan 5 

65-22-20T Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

65-22-21T Appendix B-3, Plan 3 

65-29-36G Appendix B-3, Plan 5 
 

Research Installations 
 

Plot Descriptor Purpose General Location 

EP0712 Tree Species Trial in the Kitimat Valley Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

EP0813.61.10 
Genetic improvement of coastal western 
hemlock - provenance and seed zone delineation 
- BCFS provenance tests - 1994 - Thunderbird 

Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

EP1123.01 Geographic variation of red alder (Alnus rubra) 
in  British Columbia (B04, B41) Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

EP1325 Annosus Root Disease Study Appendix B-3, Plan 17 
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Appendix C-5 
Applicable Forms of Document for Granting Interests 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix D 

Exclusions to Kitselas Lands 

 

Part 1: Excluded Crown Corridors 

 

Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Crown Corridor General Location 

Beam Station Road Appendix B-3, Plan 15 

Stewart-Cassiar Highway 37 Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14, 16 and 17 

Yellowhead Highway 16  Appendix B-3, Plans 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 11, 12 and 14 
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Appendix D 
Exclusions to Kitselas Lands 

 
Part 2: Privately Owned Subsurface Resources Excepted from Kitselas Lands 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 

 

Land Title 
Office Parcel 

Identifier (PID) 
Legal Description  General Location 

014-969-637 District Lot 71, being Emma Mine Mineral Claim, 
Range 5, Coast District Appendix B-3. Plan 8 

014-969-653 District Lot 72, being I.X.L. Mineral Claim, 
Range 5, Coast District Appendix B-3. Plan 8 
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Appendix E 
Expropriation 

 
Part 1: Federal Expropriation 

 

Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
 

1. The Governor-in-Council may consent to an expropriation of an interest in Kitselas 
Lands if the expropriation is justifiable in accordance with paragraph 3 and necessary for 
a public purpose. 

2. For greater certainty, for the purposes of paragraph 1, an expropriation is necessary for a 
public purpose if it is authorized by federal legislation. 

3. Where a fee simple interest in a parcel of Kitselas Lands is held by a Person other than 
Kitselas, a Kitselas Corporation, or a Kitselas Institution, this Appendix does not apply to 
the expropriation of any interest in that parcel and, for greater certainty, any such interest 
may be expropriated under federal legislation. 

4. The Governor-in-Council may consent to any expropriation of an interest in Kitselas 
Lands only if the Governor-in-Council is satisfied that, in addition to any other legal 
requirements that may apply, that the expropriation is justifiable such that the following 
requirements have been met: 

a) there is no other reasonably feasible alternative land to acquire that is not Kitselas 
Lands; 

b) reasonable efforts have been made by the Federal Expropriating Authority to 
acquire the interest in Kitselas Lands through agreement with Kitselas; 

c) the most limited interest in Kitselas Lands necessary is expropriated for the 
shortest time possible; and 

d) information relevant to the expropriation, other than documents that would be 
protected from disclosure pursuant to federal legislation, has been provided to 
Kitselas. 

5. Prior to the Governor-in-Council issuing an order consenting to the expropriation of an 
interest in Kitselas Lands, the Federal Expropriating Authority will provide to Kitselas, 
and make available to the public, a report stating the justification for the expropriation 
and describing the steps taken to satisfy the requirements set out in paragraph 4. 

6. If Kitselas objects to a proposed expropriation of an interest in Kitselas Lands, it may, 
within 60 days after the report has been provided to Kitselas in accordance with 
paragraph 5, by providing notice in writing to the Federal Expropriating Authority refer 
the matter directly to neutral evaluation under Stage Two of the Dispute Resolution 
Chapter for review of the steps taken to satisfy the requirements set out in paragraph 4. 

7. The Federal Expropriating Authority may not seek Governor-in-Council consent to the 
expropriation of an interest in Kitselas Lands:  

a) before the expiration of the period referred to in paragraph 6;  
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b) if Kitselas has referred the matter to a neutral evaluator in accordance with paragraph 
6, before the neutral evaluator has delivered an opinion on the matter, such opinion to 
be rendered within 60 days of the referral being made; or 

c) within such additional time as Kitselas and the Federal Expropriating Authority may 
agree. 

8. Without limiting the generality of the Dispute Resolution Chapter, the opinion of the 
neutral evaluator under subparagraph 7(b): 

a) is without prejudice to the legal positions that may be taken by a Federal 
Expropriating Authority and Kitselas in court or in any other forum; 

b) will not be admissible in any legal proceedings, unless otherwise required by law; 
and 

c) is not binding on the Governor-in-Council under paragraphs 1 and 4. 

9. If a fee simple interest in a parcel of Kitselas Lands is expropriated by a Federal 
Expropriating Authority, the Federal Expropriating Authority will make reasonable 
efforts to identify replacement land within the Kitselas Area, being Crown land or land 
available on a willing-seller willing-buyer basis of equivalent or greater size and 
comparable value and, if acceptable to Kitselas, to acquire and offer the replacement land 
to Kitselas as partial or full compensation for the expropriation.  If the Federal 
Expropriating Authority and Kitselas are unable to agree on the provision of replacement 
land as compensation, the Federal Expropriating Authority will provide Kitselas with 
other compensation in accordance with this Agreement. 

10. Subject to paragraph 12, if the replacement land identified by the Federal Expropriating 
Authority would result in the total size of Kitselas Lands being less than at the Effective 
Date and Kitselas does not agree that the replacement land is of comparable value to the 
interest in Kitselas Lands being expropriated, Kitselas may refer the issue of whether the 
replacement land is of comparable value to the interest in Kitselas Lands being 
expropriated to be finally determined by arbitration under the Dispute Resolution 
Chapter.  

11. The total value of compensation for an interest in Kitselas Lands expropriated by a 
Federal Expropriating Authority pursuant to this Appendix will be based upon the 
following factors: 

a) the market value of the expropriated interest or of the Kitselas Lands in which an 
interest has been expropriated; 

b) the replacement value of any improvement to the Kitselas Lands in which an 
interest has been expropriated; 

c) any expenses or losses resulting from the disturbance directly attributable to the 
expropriation; 

d) any reduction in the value of any interest in Kitselas Lands that is not 
expropriated which directly relates to the expropriation; 
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e) any adverse effect on any cultural or other special value of Kitselas Lands in 
which an interest has been expropriated provided that the cultural or other special 
value is only applied to an interest in Kitselas Lands recognized in law and held 
by Kitselas, and provided that there will be no increase in the total value of 
compensation on account of any Aboriginal rights, title or interest; and 

f) the value of any special economic advantage arising out of or incidental to the 
occupation or use of the Kitselas Lands by Kitselas to the extent that the value is 
not otherwise compensated. 

12. Subject to paragraph 13, if the total value of compensation cannot be agreed upon 
between the Federal Expropriating Authority and Kitselas, or if there is disagreement on 
whether the combination of replacement land and cash is equal to the total value of 
compensation, the Federal Expropriating Authority or Kitselas may refer the matter for 
dispute resolution under the Dispute Resolution Chapter. 

13. A dispute on the valuation of replacement land under paragraph 9, or on the total value of 
compensation under paragraph 11, or on the terms and conditions of the return of land 
under paragraph 22, will not delay the expropriation. 

14. Interest is payable on compensation from the Effective Date of an expropriation at the 
interest rate payable in accordance with federal legislation. 

15. If a Federal Expropriating Authority expropriates or otherwise acquires a fee simple 
interest in a parcel of Kitselas Lands, the land will no longer be Kitselas Lands. 

16. If a Federal Expropriating Authority expropriates less than a fee simple interest in a 
parcel of Kitselas Lands: 

a)  the parcel of land retains its status as Kitselas Lands; 

b)  the parcel of land remains subject to Kitselas Law that are otherwise applicable, 
except to the extent that such laws are inconsistent with or interferes with the use 
of the parcel of land for which the expropriation took place; and 

c) Kitselas may continue to use and occupy the parcel of land, except to the extent 
the use or occupation is inconsistent with or interferes with the expropriation in 
the view of the Federal Expropriating Authority. 

17. Canada and British Columbia will consent to replacement land, transferred by a Federal 
Expropriating Authority to Kitselas as part of the compensation in accordance with 
paragraph 8, being added to Kitselas Lands if: 

a) the replacement land is located in an area that is free from overlap with: 

i. other First Nations that have claims of legal interests, 

ii. an area subject to treaty negotiations,  

unless that First Nation consents; and 

b) the addition of replacement land to Kitselas Lands will not result in Canada or 
British Columbia being required to assume financial or other obligations. 
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18. If an expropriated interest in a parcel of Kitselas Lands is no longer required for the 
purpose for which it was expropriated, the federal department, agency, or other entity, or 
its successors or assigns, will ensure that the interest in land is returned to Kitselas, on the 
terms and conditions negotiated in accordance with paragraph 23. 

19. If a fee simple interest in a parcel of land is returned to Kitselas in accordance with this 
section, the parcel of land will become Kitselas Lands on the date of the transfer of the 
fee simple interest in the parcel of land to Kitselas. 

20. If a parcel of Kitselas Lands is no longer Kitselas Lands under paragraph 14, or if 
replacement lands are added to Kitselas Lands under paragraph 16, or if land is returned 
to Kitselas under paragraph 17, Appendix B will be amended in accordance with the 
process set out in the Final Agreement.    

21. The consent of the Governor-in-Council is not required to give effect to a reversion under 
paragraph 18, and the federal department, agency or other entity who holds the 
expropriated interest will determine the disposition of any improvements made to the 
land in a manner consistent with the agreement reached pursuant to paragraph 22.    

22. Kitselas agrees that the return of an interest in Kitselas Lands in accordance with 
paragraph 18 will not result in Canada or British Columbia assuming financial or other 
obligations, unless agreed to in writing at the time of the expropriation. 

23. At the time of the expropriation, Kitselas and the Federal Expropriating Authority will 
negotiate the terms and conditions of the return of an expropriated interest in Kitselas 
Lands, including: 

a) requirements relating to financial considerations based on market value principles; 

b) the condition of the land to be returned; and 

c) the process for resolving any disputes around the implementation of these terms 
and conditions. 

24.  Where the terms and conditions of the return of an expropriated interest in Kitselas 
Lands cannot be agreed upon by Kitselas and the Federal Expropriating Authority at the 
time of the expropriation, either Kitselas or the Federal Expropriating Authority, may 
refer the issue to be finally determined by arbitration under the Dispute Resolution 
Chapter.   

25. Except as otherwise provided in paragraphs 6, 10, 12 and 24 of this Appendix, no conflict 
or dispute between the Parties respecting the interpretation, application or 
implementation of paragraphs 60 to 64 of the Lands Chapter or this Appendix will go to 
dispute resolution under the Dispute Resolution Chapter. 

26. For greater certainty, except to the extent that the Lands Chapter and the provisions of 
this Appendix modify the application of federal legislation relating to an expropriation of 
Kitselas Lands, all federal legislation relating to expropriation will apply to an 
expropriation of Kitselas Lands under the Lands Chapter and the provisions of this 
Appendix. 
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Appendix E 
Expropriation 

 
Part 2: Provincial Expropriation 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix F 
Map of Harvest Area 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix G 
Kitselas Private Lands 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date.  

 
  
  

109



  

110



Appendix H 
Map of Watersheds in the Kitselas Area 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix I 
Sites of Cultural Significance 

 
Note: The Parties will update the Appendices prior to the Effective Date. 
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Appendix J 
Dispute Resolution Procedures 

 

Appendix J-1 Collaborative Negotiations 

Appendix J-2 Mediation 
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Appendix J-5 Arbitration 
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Appendix J-1 
Collaborative Negotiations 

Definitions 
1. In this Appendix: 

a) "Chapter" means the Dispute Resolution Chapter of the Final Agreement; 

b) "Party" means a participating Party to collaborative negotiations under this 
Appendix; and 

c) “Section" means a Section in this Appendix.  

General 
2. Collaborative negotiations commence: 

a) on the date of delivery of a written notice requiring the commencement of 
collaborative negotiations; or 

b) in the case of negotiations in the circumstances described in subparagraph 7(c) of 
the Chapter, on the date of the first negotiation meeting.  

Notice 
3. A notice under paragraph 15 of the Chapter requiring the commencement of collaborative 

negotiations will include the following: 

a) the names of the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement; 

b) a brief summary of the particulars of the Disagreement; 

c) a description of the efforts made to date to resolve the Disagreement; 

d) the names of the individuals involved in those efforts; and 

e) any other information that will help the Parties.  

Representation 
4. A Party may attend collaborative negotiations with or without legal counsel. 

5. At the commencement of the first negotiation meeting, each Party will advise the other 
Parties of any limitations on the authority of its representatives.  

Negotiation Process 
6. The Parties will convene their first negotiation meeting in collaborative negotiations, 

other than those described in subparagraph 7(c) of the Chapter, within 21 days after the 
commencement of the collaborative negotiations. 

7. Before the first scheduled negotiation meeting, the Parties will discuss and attempt to 
reach agreement on any procedural issues that will facilitate the collaborative 
negotiations, including the requirements of paragraph 26 of the Chapter. 

8. For purposes of subparagraph 26(a) of the Chapter, "timely disclosure" means disclosure 
made within 15 days after a request for disclosure by a Party. 
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9. The Parties will make a serious attempt to resolve the Disagreement by 

a) identifying underlying interests; 

b) isolating points of agreement and Disagreement; 

c) exploring alternative solutions; 

d) considering compromises or accommodations; and 

e) taking any other measures that will assist in resolution of the Disagreement. 

10. No transcript or recording will be kept of collaborative negotiations, but this does not 
prevent a person from keeping notes of the negotiations.  

Confidentiality 
11. In order to assist in the resolution of a Disagreement, collaborative negotiations will not 

be open to the public. 

12. The Parties, and all persons, will keep confidential: 

a) all oral and written information disclosed in the collaborative negotiations; and 

b) the fact that this information has been disclosed. 

13. The Parties will not rely on or introduce as evidence in any proceeding, whether or not 
that proceeding relates to the subject matter of the collaborative negotiations, any oral or 
written information disclosed in or arising from the collaborative negotiations, including: 

a) any documents of other Parties produced in the course of the collaborative 
negotiations that are not otherwise produced or producible in that proceeding; 

b) any views expressed, or suggestions made, by any Party in respect of a possible 
settlement of the Disagreement; 

c) any admissions made by any Party in the course of the collaborative negotiations, 
unless otherwise stipulated by the admitting Party; and 

d) the fact that any Party has indicated a willingness to make or accept a proposal for 
settlement. 

14. Sections 12 and 13 do not apply: 

a) in any proceeding for the enforcement or setting aside of an agreement resolving 
the Disagreement that was the subject of the collaborative negotiation; 

b) if the adjudicator in any proceeding determines that the interests of the public or 
the administration of justice outweigh the need for confidentiality; or 

c) if the oral or written information referred to in these Sections is in the public 
forum.  

Right to Withdraw 
15. A Party may withdraw from collaborative negotiations at any time.  

  

118



Termination of Collaborative Negotiations 
16. Collaborative negotiations are terminated when any of the following occurs: 

a) the expiration of: 

i. 30 days, or 

ii. in the case of collaborative negotiations in the circumstances described in 
subparagraph 7(c) of the Chapter, 120 days after the first scheduled 
negotiation meeting, or any longer period agreed to by the Parties in 
writing; 

b) a Party directly engaged in the Disagreement withdraws from the collaborative 
negotiations under Section 15; 

c) the Parties agree in writing to terminate the collaborative negotiations; or 

d) the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement sign a written agreement 
resolving the Disagreement.  
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Appendix J-2  
Mediation 

Definitions 

1. In this Appendix: 

a) "Chapter" means the Dispute Resolution Chapter of the Final Agreement; 

b) "Party" means a participating Party to a mediation under this Appendix; and 

c) "Section" means a Section in this Appendix.  

General 

2. A mediation commences on the date the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement 
have agreed in writing to use mediation, or are deemed to have agreed to use mediation, 
under paragraph 24 of the Chapter.  

Appointment of Mediator 

3. A mediation will be conducted by one mediator jointly appointed by the Parties. 

4. A mediator will be: 

a) an experienced and skilled mediator, preferably with unique qualities or 
specialized knowledge that would be of assistance in the circumstances of the 
Disagreement; and 

b) independent and impartial. 

5. If the Parties fail to agree on a mediator within 15 days after commencement of a 
mediation, the appointment will be made by the Neutral Appointing Authority on the 
written request of a Party that is copied to the other Parties. 

6. Subject to any limitations agreed to by the Parties, a mediator may employ reasonable 
and necessary administrative or other support services.  

Requirement to Withdraw 

7. At any time a Party may give the mediator and the other Parties a written notice, with or 
without reasons, requiring the mediator to withdraw from the mediation on the grounds 
that the Party has justifiable doubts as to the mediator's independence or impartiality. 

8. On receipt of a written notice under Section 7, the mediator must immediately withdraw 
from the mediation. 

9. A person who is a Kitselas Participant, or related to a Kitselas Participant, must not be 
required to withdraw under Section 7 solely on the grounds of being a Kitselas 
Participant or of that relationship to a Participant.  
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End of Appointment 

10. A mediator's appointment terminates if: 

a) the mediator is required to withdraw under Section 8; 

b) the mediator withdraws from office for any reason; or 

c) the Parties agree to the termination. 

11. If a mediator's appointment terminates, a replacement mediator will be appointed using 
the procedure in Sections 3 to 5 and the required time period commences from the date of 
termination of the appointment.  

Representation 

12. A Party may attend a mediation with or without legal counsel. 

13. If a mediator is a lawyer, the mediator must not act as legal counsel for any Party. 

14. At the commencement of the first meeting of a mediation, each Party will advise the 
mediator and the other Parties of any limitations on the authority of its representatives.  

Conduct of Mediation 

15. The Parties will: 

a) make a serious attempt to resolve the Disagreement by: 

i. identifying underlying interests, 

ii. isolating points of agreement and Disagreement, 

iii. exploring alternative solutions, and 

iv. considering compromises or accommodations; and 

b) cooperate fully with the mediator and give prompt attention to, and respond to, all 
communications from the mediator. 

16. A mediator may conduct a mediation in any manner the mediator considers necessary and 
appropriate to assist the Parties to resolve the Disagreement in a fair, efficient and cost-
effective manner. 

17. Within 7 days of appointment of a mediator, each Party will deliver a brief written 
summary to the mediator of the relevant facts, the issues in the Disagreement, and its 
viewpoint in respect of them and the mediator will deliver copies of the summaries to 
each Party at the end of the 7 day period. 

18. A mediator may conduct a mediation in joint meetings or private caucus convened at 
locations the mediator designates after consulting the Parties. 

19. Disclosures made by any Party to a mediator in private caucus must not be disclosed by 
the mediator to any other Party without the consent of the disclosing Party. 

20. No transcript or recording will be kept of a mediation meeting but this does not prevent a 
person from keeping notes of the negotiations.  
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Confidentiality 

21. In order to assist in the resolution of a Disagreement, a mediation will not be open to the 
public. 

22. The Parties, and all persons, will keep confidential: 

a) all oral and written information disclosed in the mediation; and 

b) the fact that this information has been disclosed. 

23. The Parties will not rely on or introduce as evidence in any proceeding, whether or not 
that proceeding relates to the subject matter of the mediation, any oral or written 
information disclosed in or arising from the mediation, including: 

a) any documents of other Parties produced in the course of the mediation that are 
not otherwise produced or producible in that proceeding; 

b) any views expressed, or suggestions, or proposals made in respect of a possible 
settlement of the Disagreement; 

c) any admissions made by any Party in the course of the mediation, unless 
otherwise stipulated by the admitting Party; 

d) any recommendations for settlement made by the mediator; and 

e) the fact that any Party has indicated a willingness to make or accept a proposal or 
recommendation for settlement. 

24. Sections 22 and 23 do not apply: 

a) in any proceeding for the enforcement or setting aside of an agreement resolving 
the Disagreement that was the subject of a mediation; 

b) if the adjudicator in any proceeding determines that the interests of public or the 
administration of justice outweigh the need for confidentiality; or 

c) if the oral or written information referred to in those Sections is in the public 
forum. 

25. A mediator, or anyone retained or employed by the mediator, is not compellable in any 
proceeding to give evidence about any oral and written information acquired or opinion 
formed by that person as a result of the mediation, and all Parties will oppose any effort 
to have that person or that information subpoenaed. 

26. A mediator, or anyone retained or employed by the mediator, is disqualified as a 
consultant or expert in any proceeding relating to the Disagreement, including any 
proceeding that involves persons not a Party to the mediation.  

Referral of Issues to Other Processes 

27. During a mediation the Parties may agree to refer particular issues in the Disagreement to 
independent fact-finders, expert panels or other processes for opinions or findings that 
may assist them in the resolution of the Disagreement, and in that event, the Parties must 
specify: 

a) the terms of Reference for the process; 
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b) the time within which the process must be concluded; and 

c) how the costs of the process are to be allocated to the Parties. 

28. The time specified for concluding a mediation will be extended for 15 days following 
receipt of the findings or opinions rendered in a process described under Section 27.  

Right to Withdraw 

29. A Party may withdraw from a mediation at any time by giving written notice of its intent 
to the mediator. 

30. Before a withdrawal is effective, the withdrawing Party will: 

a) speak with the mediator; 

b) disclose its reasons for withdrawing; and 

c) give the mediator the opportunity to discuss the consequences of withdrawal.  

Termination of Mediation 

31. A mediation is terminated when any of the following occurs: 

a) subject to Section 28, the expiration of 30 days after the appointment of the 
mediator, or any longer period agreed by the Parties in writing; 

b) the Parties have agreed in writing to terminate the mediation or not to appoint a 
replacement mediator under Section 11; 

c) a Party directly engaged in the Disagreement withdraws from the mediation under 
Section 29; or 

d) the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement sign a written agreement 
resolving the Disagreement.  

Mediator Recommendation 

32. If a mediation is terminated without the Parties reaching agreement, the Parties may agree 
to request the mediator to give a written non-binding recommendation for settlement, but 
the mediator may decline the request without reasons. 

33. Within 15 days after delivery of any mediator's recommendation under Section 32, the 
Parties will meet with the mediator to attempt to resolve the Disagreement.  

Costs 

34. A Party withdrawing from a mediation under Section 29 is not responsible for any costs 
of the mediation that are incurred after the date that Party's withdrawal takes effect.  
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Appendix J-3 
Technical Advisory Panel 

Definitions 

2. In this Appendix: 

a) "Chapter" means the Dispute Resolution Chapter of the Final Agreement; 

b) "Member" means a Member of the Panel; 

c) "Panel" means a technical advisory panel appointed under this Appendix; 

d) "Party" means a participating Party to a Reference under this Appendix; 

e) "Reference" means a reference of a Disagreement to the Panel; and 

f) "Section" means a Section in this Appendix.  

General 

2. A question of law may not be referred to a Panel. 

3. A Reference commences on the date the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement 
have agreed in writing to use a technical advisory Panel under paragraph 24 of the 
Chapter.  

Appointment of Panel Members 

4. A Panel will have three Members unless the Parties agree on a Panel of five Members. 

5. A Member will be skilled and knowledgeable in the technical or scientific subject matter 
or issues of the Disagreement. 

6. If there are two Parties, then the Panel will have: 

a) three Members, each Party will appoint one Member and the two appointed 
Members will jointly appoint the third Member; or 

b) five Members, each Party will appoint two Members and the four appointed 
Members will jointly appoint the fifth Member. 

7. If there are three Parties and the Panel will have: 

a) three Members, each Party will appoint one Member; or 

b) five Members, each Party will appoint one Member and the three appointed 
Members will jointly appoint the fourth and fifth Members. 

8. In the appointment procedures under Sections 6 and 7, if: 

a) a Party fails to appoint the required number of Members within 30 days after 
commencement of the Reference; or 

b) the appointing Members fail to appoint the required number of additional 
Members within 15 days after the last appointing Member was appointed, 

then the required appointments will be made by the Neutral Appointing Authority on the 
written request of a Party that is copied to the other Parties.  
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End of Appointment 

9. The appointment of a Member who is jointly appointed by the Parties, by the appointing 
Members, or by the Neutral Appointing Authority, terminates if: 

a) the Member withdraws from office for any reason; or 

b) the Parties agree to the termination. 

10. The appointment of a Member appointed by one Party, or by the Neutral Appointing 
Authority in place of the Party, terminates if: 

a) the Member withdraws from office for any reason; or 

b) the appointing Party terminates the appointment. 

11. If the appointment of a Member jointly appointed by the Parties, by the appointing 
Members, or by the Neutral Appointing Authority in place of the Parties or Members, 
terminates, a replacement Member will be appointed under Section 6 or 7, as applicable, 
within the required time commencing from the termination of the former Member's 
appointment. 

12. Subject to Section 13, if the appointment of a Member appointed by one Party or by the 
Neutral Appointing Authority in place of the Party terminates, a replacement Member 
will be appointed under Section 6 or 7, as applicable, within the required time 
commencing from the termination of the former Member's appointment. 

13. A Party may elect not to replace a Member it had appointed but the Party may not 
withdraw from the Reference, except as permitted under Sections 31 to 35. 

Terms of Reference 

14. Not more than 15 days after the appointment of the last Member of a Panel, the Parties 
must provide the Panel with written terms of Reference that set out at least the following: 

a) the Parties to the Disagreement; 

b) the subject matter or issues of the Disagreement; 

c) the kind of assistance that the Parties request from the Panel, including giving 
advice, making determinations, finding facts, conducting, evaluating and 
reporting on studies and making recommendations; 

d) the time period within which the Parties request the assistance to be provided; 

e) the time periods or stages of the Reference at the conclusion of which the Panel 
must provide the Parties with written interim reports on the Panel's progress on 
the referral and on expenditures under the budget described in Section 16 as they 
relate to that progress; 

f) the time within which the Panel must provide the Parties with the budget 
described in Section 16; and 

g) any limitations on the application of Sections 36 to 42 to the Reference. 

15. The Parties may discuss the proposed terms of Reference with the Panel before they are 
finally settled. 
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16. Within the time referred to in Section 14(f), the Panel will provide the Parties with a 
budget for the costs of conducting the Reference, including: 

a) fees to be paid to the Members who have been jointly appointed by the Parties, or 
by appointing Members; 

b) costs of required travel, food and accommodation of Members who have been 
jointly appointed by the Parties, or by appointing Members; 

c) costs of any required administrative assistance; and 

d) costs of any studies. 

17. The Parties will consider the budget submitted by the Panel and approve that budget with 
any agreed upon amendments before the Panel undertakes any activities under the 
Reference. 

18. The Parties are not responsible for any costs incurred by the Panel that are in excess of 
those approved under Section 17, and the Panel is not authorized to incur any costs 
beyond that amount without obtaining prior written approval from all the Parties. 

19. The Parties may amend the written terms of Reference or the budget from time to time as 
they consider necessary, or on recommendation of the Panel.  

Conduct of Reference to Panel 

20. The Parties will: 

a) cooperate fully with the Panel; 

b) comply with any requests made by the Panel as permitted or required under this 
Appendix; and 

c) give prompt attention to and respond to all communications from the Panel. 

21. Subject to any limitations or requirements given in the terms of Reference and the limits 
of the budget approved under Sections 17 to 19, the Panel may conduct its Reference 
using any procedure it considers necessary or appropriate, including holding a hearing. 

22. If a hearing is held, the hearing must be conducted as efficiently as possible and in the 
manner the Panel specifies, after consultation with the Parties. 

23. If a hearing is held, the Panel must give the Parties reasonable written notice of the 
hearing date, which notice must, in any event, be not less than 7 days. 

24. No transcript or recording will be kept of a hearing, but this does not prevent a person 
attending the hearing from keeping notes of the hearing. 

25. The legal rules of evidence do not apply to a hearing before the Panel. 

26. The Panel will give the Parties the interim and final written reports specified in its terms 
of Reference within the required times. 

27. A report of the Panel is not binding on the Parties.  
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Panel Business 

28. A Panel will appoint one of its Members to act as its chair. 

29. The Panel chair is responsible for all communications between the Panel, the Parties and 
any other person to whom the Panel wishes to communicate, but this does not preclude a 
Member from communicating informally with a Party. 

30. A Panel will make every reasonable effort to conduct its business, and fulfill its 
obligations under its terms of Reference, by consensus, but: 

a) if consensus is not possible, by actions approved by a majority of its Members; or 

b) if a majority is not possible, by actions approved by the Panel chair.  

Right to Withdraw 

31. If one of two Parties to a Reference, or two of three Parties to a Reference, are not 
satisfied with the progress of the Reference: 

a) after receipt of an interim report; or 

b) as a result of the Panel's failure to submit an interim report within the required 
time 

the dissatisfied Party or Parties, as the case may be, may give written notice to the Panel 
and the other Party that the Party or Parties are withdrawing from the Reference and that 
the Reference is terminated. 

32. If one of three Parties to a Reference is not satisfied with the progress of the Reference: 

a) after receipt of an interim report; or 

b) as a result of the Panel's failure to submit an interim report within the required 
time 

the dissatisfied Party may give written notice to the Panel and the other Parties that it is 
withdrawing from the Reference. 

33. Two Parties who receive a notice under Section 32 will advise the Panel in writing that 
they have agreed: 

a) to terminate the Reference; or 

b) to continue the Reference. 

34. If no Party gives a notice under Section 31 or 32 within 10 days after: 

a) receipt of an interim report; or 

b) the time required to submit an interim report 

all Parties will be deemed to be satisfied with the progress of the Reference until 
submission of the next required interim report. 

35. No Party may withdraw from a Reference except as permitted under Sections 31 to 34.  
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Confidentiality 

36. The Parties may, by agreement recorded in the terms of Reference of the Panel in Section 
14, limit the application of all or any part of Sections 37 to 42 in a Reference. 

37. In order to assist in the resolution of the Disagreement, a Reference will not be open to 
the public. 

38. The Parties, and all persons, will keep confidential: 

a) all oral and written information disclosed in the Reference; and 

b) the fact that this information has been disclosed. 

39. The Parties will not rely on or introduce as evidence in any proceeding, whether or not 
that proceeding relates to the subject matter of the Reference, any oral or written 
information disclosed in or arising from the Reference, including: 

a) any documents of other Parties produced in the course of the Reference that are 
not otherwise produced or producible in that proceeding; 

b) any views expressed, or suggestions made, in respect of a possible settlement of 
the Disagreement; 

c) any admissions made by any Party in the course of the Reference, unless 
otherwise stipulated by the admitting Party; 

d) the fact that any Party has indicated a willingness to make or accept a proposal or 
recommendation for settlement; and 

e) any reports of the Panel. 

40. Sections 38 and 39 do not apply: 

a) in any proceeding for the enforcement or setting aside of an agreement resolving 
the Disagreement that was the subject of the Reference; 

b) if the adjudicator in any proceeding determines that the interests of the public or 
the administration of justice outweigh the need for confidentiality; or 

c) if the oral or written information referred to in those Sections is in the public 
forum. 

41. A Member, or anyone retained or employed by the Member, is not compellable in any 
proceeding to give evidence about any oral or written information acquired or opinion 
formed by that person as a result of the Reference, and all Parties will oppose any effort 
to have that person or that information subpoenaed. 

42. A Member, or anyone retained or employed by the Member, is disqualified as a 
consultant or expert in any proceeding relating to the Disagreement, including any 
proceeding that involves persons not a Party to the Reference.  

Attempt to Resolve After Report 

43. Within 21 days after receipt of the final written report of a Panel, the Parties will meet 
and make an effort to resolve the Disagreement taking into account the report of the 
Panel or any other considerations. 
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44. If the Parties and the Panel agree, the Members of a Panel may attend the meeting under 
Section 43 and provide any necessary assistance to the Parties.  

Termination of Reference to Panel 

45. A Reference is terminated when any of the following occurs: 

a) the Reference has been terminated as permitted under Section 31 or 33; 

b) the expiration of 30 days after receipt of the final report of the Panel, or any 
longer period agreed by the Parties in writing; or 

c) the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement sign a written agreement 
resolving the Disagreement.  

Costs 

46. A Party is not responsible for sharing any costs of the Reference that were incurred after 
the date that Party notified the other Parties, under Section 32, of its withdrawal from the 
Reference.  
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Appendix J-4 
Neutral Evaluation 

Definition 

1. In this Appendix: 

a) "Chapter" means the Dispute Resolution Chapter of the Final Agreement; 

b) "Party" means a participating Party to a neutral evaluation under this Appendix; 
and 

c) "Section" means a Section in this Appendix.  

General 

2. A neutral evaluation commences on the date that the Parties directly engaged in the 
Disagreement have agreed in writing to use neutral evaluation under paragraph 24 of the 
Chapter.  

Appointment of Neutral Evaluator 

3. A neutral evaluation will be conducted by one person jointly appointed by the Parties. 

4. A neutral evaluator will be: 

a) experienced or skilled in the subject matter or issues of the Disagreement; and 

b) independent and impartial. 

5. If the Parties fail to agree on a neutral evaluator within 21 days after commencement of a 
neutral evaluation, the appointment will be made by the Neutral Appointing Authority on 
the written request of a Party that is copied to the other Parties. 

6. Subject to any limitations agreed to by the Parties, a neutral evaluator may employ 
reasonable and necessary administrative or other support services.  

Requirement to Withdraw 

7. At any time a Party may give a neutral evaluator and the other Parties a written notice, 
with or without reasons, requiring the neutral evaluator to withdraw from the neutral 
evaluation on the grounds that the Party has justifiable doubts as to the neutral evaluator's 
independence or impartiality. 

8. On receipt of a written notice under Section 7, the neutral evaluator must immediately 
withdraw from the neutral evaluation. 

9. A person who is a Kitselas Participant, or related to a Kitselas Participant, must not be 
required to withdraw under Section 7 solely on the grounds of being a Kitselas 
Participant or that relationship to a Participant.  

End of Appointment 

10. A neutral evaluator's appointment terminates if: 

a) the neutral evaluator is required to withdraw under Section 8; 

b) the neutral evaluator withdraws from office for any reason; or 
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c) the Parties agree to the termination. 

11. Unless the Parties agree otherwise, if a neutral evaluator's appointment terminates, a 
replacement will be appointed under Section 5 within the required time commencing 
from the date of the termination of the appointment.  

Communications 

12. Except with respect to administrative details or a meeting under Section 31, the Parties 
will not communicate with the neutral evaluator: 

a) orally except in the presence of all Parties; or 

b) in writing without immediately sending a copy of that communication to all 
Parties. 

13. Section 12 also applies to any communication by a neutral evaluator to the Parties.  

Conduct of Neutral Evaluation 

14. The Parties will: 

a) cooperate fully with the neutral evaluator; 

b) comply with any requests made by the neutral evaluator as permitted or required 
under this Appendix; and 

c) give prompt attention to and respond to all communications from the neutral 
evaluator. 

15. A neutral evaluation will be conducted only on the basis of documents submitted by the 
Parties under Section 20 unless the Parties agree to, or the neutral evaluator requires, 
additional submissions or other forms of evidence. 

16. If a hearing is held, the hearing must be conducted as efficiently as possible and in the 
manner the neutral evaluator specifies, after consultation with the Parties. 

17. If a hearing is held, the neutral evaluator must give the Parties reasonable written notice 
of the hearing date, which notice must, in any event, be not less than 7 days. 

18. No transcript or recording will be kept of a hearing, but this does not prevent a person 
attending the hearing from keeping notes of the hearing. 

19. The legal rules of evidence do not apply to a neutral evaluation. 

20. Within 15 days after the appointment of a neutral evaluator, each Party must deliver to 
the other Parties and to the neutral evaluator a written submission respecting the 
Disagreement, including facts upon which the Parties agree or disagree, and copies of any 
documents, affidavits and exhibits on which the Party relies. 

21. Within 21 days after the appointment of a neutral evaluator, a Party may submit a reply to 
the submission of any other Party and, in that event, will provide copies of the reply to 
the Party and the neutral evaluator.  
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Confidentiality 

22. In order to assist in the resolution of the Disagreement, a neutral evaluation will not be 
open to the public. 

23. The Parties, and all persons, will keep confidential: 

a) all oral and written information disclosed in the neutral evaluation; and 

b) the fact that this information has been disclosed. 

24. The Parties will not rely on or introduce as evidence in any proceeding, whether or not 
that proceeding relates to the subject matter of the neutral evaluation, any oral or written 
information disclosed in or arising from the neutral evaluation, including: 

a) any documents of other Parties produced in the course of the neutral evaluation 
which are not otherwise produced or producible in that proceeding; 

b) any views expressed, or suggestions made, in respect of a possible settlement of 
the Disagreement; 

c) any admissions made by any Party in the course of the neutral evaluation, unless 
otherwise stipulated by the admitting Party; 

d) the fact that any Party has indicated a willingness to make or accept a proposal for 
settlement; and 

e) subject to Section 28, the opinion of the neutral evaluator. 

25. Sections 23 and 24 do not apply: 

a) in any proceedings for the enforcement or setting aside of an agreement resolving 
the Disagreement that was the subject of a neutral evaluation; 

b) if the adjudicator in any proceeding determines that the interests of the public or 
the administration of justice outweigh the need for confidentiality; or 

c) if the oral or written information is in the public forum. 

26. A neutral evaluator, or anyone retained or employed by the neutral evaluator, is not 
compellable in any proceedings to give evidence about any oral and written information 
acquired or opinion formed by that person as a result of a neutral evaluation under this 
Appendix, and all Parties will oppose any effort to have that person or that information 
subpoenaed. 

27. A neutral evaluator and anyone retained or employed by the neutral evaluator is 
disqualified as a consultant or expert in any proceeding relating to the Disagreement, 
including any proceeding that involves persons not a Party to the neutral evaluation. 

28. Notwithstanding Sections 23 to 26, after an Arbitral Tribunal has delivered its final 
arbitral award, or a court has referred its decision, in respect of a Disagreement, a Party, 
for the purpose only of making a submission on the allocation of costs of that arbitral or 
judicial proceeding, may give to the Arbitral Tribunal or the court a copy of: 

a) the neutral evaluator's opinion respecting that agreement; or 

b) the neutral evaluator's notice of termination under Section 7.  
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Non-Binding Opinion 

29. Within 21 days after the later of: 

a) delivery of the last submission required or permitted in a neutral evaluation under 
this Appendix; or 

b) completion of a hearing, 

the neutral evaluator will deliver to the Parties a written opinion with reasons in respect 
of the probable disposition of the Disagreement should it be submitted to arbitral or 
judicial proceedings, as the case may be, under the Chapter. 

30. An opinion under Section 29 is not binding on the Parties.  

Attempt to Resolve After Opinion 

31. Within 21 days after delivery of an opinion under Section 29, the Parties will meet and 
make an effort to resolve the Disagreement, taking into account the opinion of the neutral 
evaluator or any other considerations. 

32. If the Parties and the neutral evaluator agree, the neutral evaluator may attend a meeting 
under Section 31, and provide any necessary assistance to the Parties.  

Failure to Comply 

33. If a Party fails to participate in the neutral evaluation as contemplated in Sections 14 to 
21, the neutral evaluator may: 

a) provide an opinion based solely upon the information and submissions they have 
obtained; or 

b) give a written notice of termination of the neutral evaluation 

and, in either event, the neutral evaluator must record that Party's failure to participate.  

Termination of Neutral Evaluation 

34. A neutral evaluation is terminated when any of the following occurs: 

a) the neutral evaluator gives a notice of termination under Section 33(b); 

b) the expiration of 30 days after receipt of an opinion under Section 29 or 33, as the 
case may be, or any longer period agreed by the Parties; 

c) all the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement agree in writing to terminate 
evaluation; or 

d) all the Parties directly engaged in the Disagreement sign a written agreement 
resolving the Disagreement.  

Costs 

35. A Party that has failed to participate in a neutral evaluation as contemplated in Sections 
14 to 21 is responsible for its share of the costs of the neutral evaluation, despite its 
failure to participate.  
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 Appendix J–5 
Arbitration 

Definitions 

1. In this Appendix: 

a) "Applicant" means: 

i. in an arbitration commenced under paragraph 28 of the Chapter, the Party 
that delivered the notice of arbitration, and 

ii. in an arbitration commenced under paragraph 29 of the Chapter, the Party 
that the Parties have agreed will be the Applicant in the agreement to 
arbitrate; 

b) "Arbitral Award" means any decision of the Arbitral Tribunal on the substance 
of the Disagreement submitted to it, and includes: 

i. an interim Arbitral Award, including an interim award made for the 
preservation of property, and 

ii. an award of interest or costs; 

c) "Arbitral Tribunal" means a single arbitrator or a panel of arbitrators appointed 
under this Appendix; 

d) "Arbitration Agreement" includes 

i. the requirement to refer to arbitration Disagreements described in 
paragraph 28 of the Chapter; and 

ii. an agreement to arbitrate a Disagreement as described in paragraph 29 of 
the Chapter; 

e) "Chapter" means the Dispute Resolution Chapter of the Agreement; 

f) "Party" means a participating Party to arbitration under this Appendix; 

g) "Respondent" means a Party other than the Applicant; 

h) "Section" means a Section of this Appendix; 

i) "Supreme Court" means the Supreme Court of British Columbia. 

2. A Reference in this Appendix, other than in Section 87 or 116(a), to a claim, applies to a 
counterclaim, and a Reference in this Appendix to a defence, applies to a defence to a 
counterclaim. 

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 4 of the Chapter, the Parties may not vary Section 53 or 97.  
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Communications 

4. Except in respect of administrative details, the Parties will not communicate with the 
Arbitral Tribunal: 

a) orally, except in the presence of all other Parties; or 

b) in writing, without immediately sending a copy of that communication to all other 
Parties. 

5. Section 4 also applies to any communication by the Arbitral Tribunal to the Parties.  

Waiver of Right to Object 

6. A Party that knows that: 

a) any provision of this Appendix; or 

b) any requirement under the Agreement or Arbitration Agreement 

has not been complied with, and yet proceeds with the arbitration without stating its 
objection to non-compliance without undue delay or, if a time limit is provided for stating 
that objection, within that period of time, will be deemed to have waived its right to 
object. 

7. In Section 6(a) "any provision of this Appendix" means any provision of this Appendix in 
respect of which the Parties may otherwise agree.  

Extent of Judicial Intervention 

8. In matters governed by this Appendix: 

a) no court shall intervene except as provided in this Appendix; and 

b) no arbitral proceedings of an Arbitral Tribunal, or order, ruling or Arbitral Award 
made by an Arbitral Tribunal shall be questioned, reviewed or restrained by a 
proceeding under any legislation or other law that permits judicial review except 
to the extent provided in this Appendix.  

Construction of Appendix 

9. In construing a provision of this Appendix, a court or Arbitral Tribunal may refer to the 
documents of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law and its 
working group respecting the preparation of the UNCITRAL Model Arbitration Law and 
must give those documents the weight that is appropriate in the circumstances.  

Stay of Legal Proceedings 

10. If a Party commences legal proceedings in a court against another Party in respect of a 
matter required or agreed to be submitted to arbitration, a Party to the legal proceedings 
may, before or after entering an appearance, and before delivery of any pleadings or 
taking any other step in the proceedings, apply to that court to stay the proceedings. 

11. In an application under Section 10, the court must make an order staying the legal 
proceedings unless it determines that: 
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a) the Arbitration Agreement is null and void, inoperative or incapable of being 
performed; or 

b) the legal proceedings are permitted under the Chapter. 

12. An arbitration may be commenced or continued, and an Arbitral Award made, even if an 
application has been brought under Section 10, and the issue is pending before the court.  

Interim Measures by Court 

13. It is not incompatible with an Arbitration Agreement for a Party to request from a court, 
before or during arbitral proceedings, an interim measure of protection as provided in 
paragraph 14 of the Chapter, and for a court to grant that measure.  

Commencement of Arbitral Proceedings 

14. The arbitral proceedings in respect of a Disagreement: 

a) required to be arbitrated as set out in paragraph 28 of the Chapter, commences on 
delivery of the notice of arbitration to the Parties; or 

b) agreed to be arbitrated as set out in paragraph 29 of the Chapter, commences on 
the date of the Arbitration Agreement.  

Notice of Arbitration 

15. A notice of arbitration under paragraph 28 of the Chapter must be in writing and contain 
the following information: 

a) a statement of the subject matter or issues of the Disagreement; 

b) a requirement that the Disagreement be referred to arbitration; 

c) the remedy sought; 

d) the suggested number of arbitrators; and 

e) any preferred qualifications of the arbitrators. 

16. A notice of arbitration under Section 15 may contain the names of any proposed 
arbitrators, including the information specified in Section 17.  

Arbitrators 

17. In an arbitration: 

a) required to be arbitrated as set out in paragraph 28 of the Chapter, there will be 
three arbitrators; and 

b) agreed to be arbitrated as set out in paragraph 29 of the Chapter, there will be one 
arbitrator. 

18. An individual eligible for appointment as: 

a) a single arbitrator or as a member or chair of an arbitral panel will be an 
experienced arbitrator or arbitration counsel or have had training in arbitral 
procedure; and 
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b) a single arbitrator or member of an arbitral panel will:  

i. be independent and impartial, and 

ii. preferably, have knowledge of, or experience in, the subject matter or 
issues of the Disagreement.  

Appointment of Arbitrators 

19. A Party proposing the name of an arbitrator to another Party under Section 20 will also 
submit a copy of that individual's resume and the statement that individual is required to 
make under Section 26. 

20. In an arbitration with a single arbitrator, if the Parties fail to agree on the arbitrator within 
30 days after the commencement of the arbitration, the appointment will be made by the 
Neutral Appointing Authority, on the written request of a Party that is copied to the other 
Parties. 

21. In an arbitration with three arbitrators and two Parties: 

a) each Party will appoint one arbitrator, and the two appointed arbitrators will 
appoint the third arbitrator; and 

b) the three arbitrators shall select a chair from among themselves. 

22. In the appointment procedure under Section 21, if: 

a) a Party fails to appoint an arbitrator within 30 days after receipt of a request to do 
so from the other Party; or 

b) the two appointed arbitrators fail to agree on the third arbitrator within 30 days 
after the last of them is appointed; or 

c) the three arbitrators fail to appoint a chair within 15 days after the last of them is 
appointed, 

the appointment will be made by the Neutral Appointing Authority, on the written request 
of a Party that is copied to the other Parties. 

23. In an arbitration with three arbitrators and three Parties: 

a) the three Parties will jointly appoint the three arbitrators; and 

b) the three arbitrators shall select a chair from among themselves. 

24. In the arbitration procedure under Section 23, if: 

a) the three Parties fail to agree on the three arbitrators within 60 days after the 
commencement of the arbitration; or 

b) the three arbitrators fail to appoint a chair within 15 days after the last of them is 
appointed, 

 the appointments will be made by the Neutral Appointing Authority, on the written 
request of a Party copied to the other Parties. 
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25 The Neutral Appointing Authority, in appointing an arbitrator or the chair of an Arbitral 
Tribunal, must have due regard to: 

a) any qualifications as set out in Section 18 or as otherwise agreed in writing by the 
Parties; and 

b) other considerations as are likely to secure the appointment of an independent and 
impartial arbitrator or chair.  

Grounds for Challenge 

26. When a individual is approached in connection with possible appointment as an 
arbitrator, that individual must provide a written statement: 

a) disclosing any circumstances likely to give rise to justifiable doubts as to their 
independence or impartiality; or 

b) advising that the individual is not aware of any circumstances of that nature and 
committing to disclose them if they arise or become known at a later date. 

27. An arbitrator, from the time of appointment and throughout the arbitral proceedings, 
must, without delay, disclose to the Parties any circumstances referred to in Section 26 
unless the Parties have already been informed of them. 

28. An arbitrator may be challenged only if: 

a) circumstances exist that give rise to justifiable doubts as to the arbitrator's 
independence or impartiality; or 

b) the arbitrator does not possess the qualifications set out in this Appendix or as 
otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties. 

29. A Party may only challenge an arbitrator appointed by that Party, or in whose 
appointment that Party has participated, for reasons of which that Party becomes aware 
after the appointment has been made. 

30. An individual who is a Kitselas Participant, or related to a Kitselas Participant, may not 
be challenged under Section 28 solely on the grounds that they are a Kitselas Participant 
or on the grounds of that relationship.  

Challenge Procedure 

31. A Party who intends to challenge an arbitrator will send to the Arbitral Tribunal a written 
statement of the reasons for the challenge within 15 days after becoming aware of the 
constitution of the Arbitral Tribunal, or after becoming aware of any circumstances 
referred to in Section 28. 

32. Unless the arbitrator challenged under Section 31 withdraws from office, or the other 
Parties agree to the challenge, the Arbitral Tribunal must decide on the challenge. 

33. If a challenge under any procedure agreed upon by the Parties or under the procedure 
under Section 31 is not successful, the challenging Party, within 30 days after having 
received notice of the decision rejecting the challenge, may request the Neutral 
Appointing Authority to decide on the challenge. 
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34. The decision of the Neutral Appointing Authority under Section 33 is final and is not 
subject to appeal. 

35. While a request under Section 33 is pending, the Arbitral Tribunal, including the 
challenged arbitrator, may continue the arbitral proceedings and make an Arbitral Award 
unless: 

a) the costs occasioned by proceeding before the decision of the Neutral Appointing 
Authority is made would unduly prejudice the Parties; or 

b) the Parties agree otherwise.  

Failure or Impossibility to React 

36. The mandate of an arbitrator terminates if the arbitrator becomes unable at law, or as a 
practical matter, to perform the arbitrator's functions, or for other reasons fails to act 
without undue delay. 

37. If a controversy remains concerning any of the grounds referred to in Section 36, a Party 
may request the Neutral Appointing Authority to decide on the termination of the 
mandate.  

Termination of Mandate and Substitution of Arbitrator 

38. In addition to the circumstances referred to under Sections 31 to 33 and 36, the mandate 
of an arbitrator terminates: 

a) if the arbitrator withdraws from office for any reason; or 

b) by, or pursuant to, agreement of the Parties. 

39. If the mandate of an arbitrator terminates, a replacement arbitrator must be appointed 
under Sections 19 to 25, as applicable. 

40. If a single or chairing arbitrator is replaced, any hearings previously held must be 
repeated. 

41. If an arbitrator other than a single or chairing arbitrator is replaced, any hearings 
previously held may be repeated at the discretion of the Arbitral Tribunal. 

42. An order or ruling of the Arbitral Tribunal made before the replacement of an arbitrator 
under Section 39 is not invalid solely because there has been a change in the composition 
of the tribunal.  

Competence of Arbitral Tribunal to Rule on Its Jurisdiction 

43. An Arbitral Tribunal may rule on its own jurisdiction. 

44. A plea that an Arbitral Tribunal does not have jurisdiction must be raised not later than 
the submission of the statement of defence; but a Party is not precluded from raising that 
plea by the fact that the Party has appointed, or participated in the appointment of, an 
arbitrator. 

45. A plea that an Arbitral Tribunal is exceeding the scope of its authority must be made as 
soon as the matter alleged to be beyond the scope of its authority is raised during the 
arbitral proceedings. 
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46. An Arbitral Tribunal may, in either of the cases referred to in Section 44 or 45, admit a 
later plea if it considers the delay justified. 

47. An Arbitral Tribunal may rule on a plea referred to in Section 44 or 45 either as a 
preliminary question or in the Arbitral Award. 

48. If an Arbitral Tribunal rules as a preliminary question that it has jurisdiction, any Party, 
within 15 days after having received notice of that ruling, may request the Supreme Court 
to decide the matter. 

49. A decision of the Supreme Court under Section 48 is final and is not subject to appeal. 

50. While a request under Section 48 is pending, an Arbitral Tribunal may continue the 
arbitral proceedings and make an Arbitral Award unless: 

a) the costs occasioned by proceeding before the decision of the Supreme Court is 
made would unduly prejudice the Parties; or 

b) the Parties agree otherwise.  

Interim Measures Ordered by Arbitral Tribunal 

51. Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, the Arbitral Tribunal may, at the request of a 
Party, order a Party to take any interim measure of protection as the Arbitral Tribunal 
may consider necessary in respect of the subject matter of the Disagreement. 

52. The Arbitral Tribunal may require a Party to provide appropriate security in connection 
with a measure ordered under Section 51.  

Equal Treatment of Parties 

53. The Parties must be treated with equality and each Party must be given a full opportunity 
to present its case.  

Determination of Rules of Procedure 

54. Subject to this Appendix, the Parties may agree on the procedure to be followed by the 
Arbitral Tribunal in conducting the proceedings. 

55. Failing any agreement under Section 54, the Arbitral Tribunal, subject to this Appendix, 
may conduct the arbitration in the manner it considers appropriate. 

56. The Arbitral Tribunal is not required to apply the legal rules of evidence, and may 
determine the admissibility, relevance, materiality and weight of any evidence. 

57. The Arbitral Tribunal must make all reasonable efforts to conduct the arbitral 
proceedings in the most efficient, expeditious and cost effective manner as is appropriate 
in all the circumstances of the case. 

58. The Arbitral Tribunal may extend or abridge a period of time: 

a) set in this Appendix, except the period specified in Section 106; or 

b) established by the tribunal.  
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Pre-Hearing Meeting 

59. Within 10 days after the Arbitral Tribunal is selected, the tribunal must convene a pre-
hearing meeting of the Parties to reach agreement and to make any necessary orders on: 

a) any procedural issues arising under this Appendix; 

b) the procedure to be followed in the arbitration; 

c) the time periods for taking steps in the arbitration; 

d) the scheduling of hearings or meetings, if any; 

e) any preliminary applications or objections; and 

f) any other matter which will assist the arbitration to proceed in an efficient and 
expeditious manner. 

60. The Arbitral Tribunal must prepare and distribute promptly to the Parties a written record 
of all the business transacted, and decisions and orders made, at the pre-hearing meeting. 

61. The pre-hearing meeting may be conducted by conference call.  

Place of Arbitration 

62. The arbitration will take place in the Province of British Columbia. 

63. Despite Section 62, an Arbitral Tribunal may meet at any place it considers appropriate 
for consultation among its Members, for hearing witnesses, experts or the Parties, or for 
inspection of documents, goods or other personal property, or for viewing physical 
locations.  

Language 

64. If the Arbitral Tribunal determines that it was necessary or reasonable for a Party to incur 
the costs of translation of documents and oral presentations in the circumstances of a 
particular Disagreement, the Arbitral Tribunal, on application of a Party, may order that 
any of the costs of that translation be deemed to be costs of the arbitration under 
paragraph 44 of the Chapter.  

Statements of Claim and Defence 

65. Within 21 days after the Arbitral Tribunal is constituted, the Applicant will deliver a 
written statement to all the Parties stating the facts supporting its claim or position, the 
points at issue and the relief or remedy sought. 

66. Within 15 days after receipt of the Applicant's statement, each respondent will deliver a 
written statement to all the Parties stating its defence or position in respect of those 
particulars. 

67. Each Party must attach to its statement a list of documents: 

a) upon which the Party intends to rely; and 

b) which describes each document by kind, date, author, addressee and subject 
matter. 
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68. The Parties may amend or supplement their statements, including the list of documents, 
and deliver counter-claims and defences to counter-claims during the course of the 
arbitral proceedings, unless the Arbitral Tribunal considers it inappropriate to allow the 
amendment, supplement or additional pleadings having regard to: 

a) the delay in making it; and 

b) any prejudice suffered by the other Parties. 

69. The Parties will deliver copies of all amended, supplemented or new documents delivered 
under Section 68 to all the Parties.  

Disclosure 

70. The Arbitral Tribunal may order a Party to produce, within a specified time, any 
documents that: 

a) have not been listed under Section 67; 

b) the Party has in its care, custody or control; and 

c) the Arbitral Tribunal considers to be relevant. 

71. Each Party will allow the other Party the necessary access at reasonable times to inspect 
and take copies of all documents that the former Party has listed under Section 67, or that 
the Arbitral Tribunal has ordered to be produced under Section 70. 

72. The Parties will prepare and send to the Arbitral Tribunal an agreed statement of facts 
within the time specified by the Arbitral Tribunal. 

73. Not later than 21 days before a hearing commences, each Party will give the other Party: 

a) the name and address of any witness and a written summary of the witness's 
evidence; and 

b) in the case of an expert witness, a written statement or report prepared by the 
expert witness. 

74. Not later than 15 days before a hearing commences, each Party will give to the other 
Party and the Arbitral Tribunal an assembly of all documents to be introduced at the 
hearing.  

Hearings and Written Proceedings 

75. The Arbitral Tribunal must decide whether to hold hearings for the presentation of 
evidence or for oral argument, or whether the proceedings will be conducted on the basis 
of documents and other materials. 

76. Unless the Parties have agreed that no hearings will be held, the Arbitral Tribunal must 
hold hearings at an appropriate stage of the proceedings, if so requested by a Party. 

77. The Arbitral Tribunal must give the Parties sufficient advance notice of any hearing and 
of any meeting of the Arbitral Tribunal for the purpose of inspection of documents, goods 
or other property or viewing any physical location. 
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78. All statements, documents or other information supplied to, or applications made to, the 
Arbitral Tribunal by one Party will be communicated to the other Party, and any expert 
report or evidentiary document on which the Arbitral Tribunal may rely in making its 
decision must be communicated to the Parties. 

79. Unless ordered by the Arbitral Tribunal, all hearings and meetings in arbitral 
proceedings, other than meetings of the Arbitral Tribunal, are open to the public. 

80. The Arbitral Tribunal must schedule hearings to be held on consecutive days until 
completion. 

81. All oral evidence must be taken in the presence of the Arbitral Tribunal and all the Parties 
unless a Party is absent by default or has waived the right to be present. 

82. The Arbitral Tribunal may order any individual to be examined by the Arbitral Tribunal 
under oath or on affirmation in relation to the Disagreement and to produce before the 
Arbitral Tribunal all relevant documents within the individual's care, custody or control. 

83. The document assemblies delivered under Section 74 will be deemed to have been 
entered into evidence at the hearing without further proof and without being read out at 
the hearing, but a Party may challenge the admissibility of any document so introduced. 

84. If the Arbitral Tribunal considers it just and reasonable to do so, the Arbitral Tribunal 
may permit a document that was not previously listed under Section 67, or produced as 
required under Section 70 or 74, to be introduced at the hearing, but the Arbitral Tribunal 
may take that failure into account when fixing the costs to be awarded in the arbitration. 

85. If the Arbitral Tribunal permits the evidence of a witness to be presented as a written 
statement, the other Party may require that witness to be made available for cross 
examination at the hearing. 

86. The Arbitral Tribunal may order a witness to appear and give evidence, and, in that event, 
the Parties may cross examine that witness and call evidence in rebuttal.  

Default of a Party 

87. If, without showing sufficient cause, the Applicant fails to communicate its statement of 
claim in accordance with Section 65, the Arbitral Tribunal may terminate the 
proceedings. 

88. If, without showing sufficient cause, a respondent fails to communicate its statement of 
defence in accordance with Section 66, the Arbitral Tribunal must continue the 
proceedings without treating that failure in itself as an admission of the Applicant's 
allegations. 

89. If, without showing sufficient cause, a Party fails to appear at the hearing or to produce 
documentary evidence, the Arbitral Tribunal may continue the proceedings and make the 
Arbitral Award on the evidence before it. 

90. Before terminating the proceedings under Section 87, the Arbitral Tribunal must give all 
respondents written notice providing an opportunity to file a statement of claim in respect 
of the Disagreement within a specified period of time.  
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Expert Appointed by Arbitral Tribunal 

91. After consulting the Parties, the Arbitral Tribunal may: 

a) appoint one or more experts to report to it on specific issues to be determined by 
the Arbitral Tribunal; and 

b) for that purpose, require a Party to give the expert any relevant information or to 
produce, or to provide access to, any relevant documents, goods or other personal 
property or land for inspection or viewing. 

92. The Arbitral Tribunal must give a copy of the expert's report to the Parties who must 
have an opportunity to reply to it. 

93. If a Party so requests, or if the Arbitral Tribunal considers it necessary, the expert must, 
after delivery of a written or oral report, participate in a hearing where the Parties must 
have the opportunity to cross examine the expert and to call any evidence in rebuttal. 

94. The expert must, on the request of a Party: 

a) make available to that Party for examination all documents, goods or other 
property in the expert's possession, and provided to the expert in order to prepare 
a report; and 

b) provide that Party with a list of all documents, goods or other personal property or 
land not in the expert's possession but which were provided to or given access to 
the expert, and a description of the location of those documents, goods or other 
personal property or lands.  

Law Applicable to Substance of Dispute 

95. An Arbitral Tribunal must decide the Disagreement in accordance with the law. 

96. If the Parties have expressly authorized it to do so, an Arbitral Tribunal may decide the 
Disagreement based upon equitable considerations. 

97. In all cases, an Arbitral Tribunal must make its decisions in accordance with the spirit 
and intent of the Agreement. 

98. Before a final Arbitral Award is made, an Arbitral Tribunal or a Party, with the 
agreement of the other Parties, may refer a question of law to the Supreme Court for a 
ruling. 

99. A Party may appeal a decision in the Supreme Court under Section 98 to the British 
Columbia Court of Appeal with leave of the British Columbia Court of Appeal. If the 
British Columbia Court of Appeal: 

a) refuses to grant leave to a Party to appeal a ruling of the Supreme Court under 
Section 98; or 

b) hears an appeal from a ruling of the Supreme Court under Section 98 

the decision of the British Columbia Court of Appeal may not be appealed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. 
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100. While a request under Section 98 is pending, the Arbitral Tribunal may continue the 
arbitral proceedings and make an Arbitral Award unless: 

a) the costs occasioned by proceeding before the ruling of the Supreme Court is 
made would unduly prejudice the Parties; or 

b) the Parties agree otherwise.  

Decision Making by Panel of Arbitrators 

101. In arbitral proceedings with more than one arbitrator, any decision of the Arbitral 
Tribunal must be made by a majority of all its Members. 

102. If there is no majority decision on a matter to be decided, the decision of the chair of the 
tribunal is the decision of the tribunal. 

103. Notwithstanding Section 101, if authorized by the Parties or all the Members of the 
Arbitral Tribunal, questions of procedure may be decided by the chair of the tribunal.  

Settlement 

104. If, during arbitral proceedings, the Parties settle the Disagreement, the Arbitral Tribunal 
must terminate the proceedings and, if requested by the Parties, must record the 
settlement in the form of an Arbitral Award on agreed terms. 

105. An Arbitral Award on agreed terms: 

a) must be made in accordance with Sections 107 to 109; 

b) must state that it is an Arbitral Award; and 

c) has the same status and effect as any other Arbitral Award on the substance of the 
Disagreement.  

Form and Content of Arbitral Award 

106. An Arbitral Tribunal must make its final award as soon as possible and, in any event, not 
later than 60 days after: 

a) the hearings have been closed; or 

b) the final submission has been made 

whichever is the later date. 

107. An Arbitral Award must be made in writing, and be signed by the Members of the 
Arbitral Tribunal. 

108. An Arbitral Award must state the reasons upon which it is based, unless: 

a) the Parties have agreed that no reasons are to be given; or 

b) the award is an Arbitral Award on agreed terms under Sections 104 and 105. 

109. A signed copy of an Arbitral Award must be delivered to all the Parties by the Arbitral 
Tribunal. 

110. At any time during the arbitral proceedings, an Arbitral Tribunal may make an interim 
Arbitral Award on any matter with respect to which it may make a final Arbitral Award. 
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111. An Arbitral Tribunal may award interest. 

112. The costs of an arbitration are in the discretion of the Arbitral Tribunal which, in making 
an order for costs, may: 

a) include as costs: 

i. the fees and expenses of the arbitrators and expert witnesses, 

ii. legal fees and expenses of the Parties, 

iii. any administration fees of a Neutral Appointing Authority, or 

iv. any other expenses incurred in connection with the arbitral proceedings; 
and 

b) specify: 

i. the Party entitled to costs, 

ii. the Party who will pay the costs, 

iii. subject to Section 113, the amount of costs or method of determining that 
amount, and 

iv. the manner in which the costs will be paid. 

113. For purposes of Section 112, an Arbitral Tribunal may award up to 50% of the reasonable 
and necessary legal fees and expenses that were actually incurred by a Party, and if the 
legal services were provided by an employee or employees of that Party, the Arbitral 
Tribunal may fix an amount or determine an hourly rate to be used in the calculation of 
the cost of those employee legal fees.  

Termination of Proceedings 

114. An Arbitral Tribunal must close any hearings if: 

a) the Parties advise they have no further evidence to give or submissions to make; 
or 

b) the tribunal considers further hearings to be unnecessary or inappropriate. 

115. A final Arbitral Award, or an order of the Arbitral Tribunal under Section 116, terminates 
arbitral proceedings. 

116. An Arbitral Tribunal must issue an order for the termination of the arbitral proceedings if: 

a) the Applicant withdraws its claim, unless the respondent objects to the order and 
the Arbitral Tribunal recognizes a legitimate interest in obtaining a final 
settlement of the Disagreement; 

b) the Parties agree on the termination of the proceedings; or 

c) the Arbitral Tribunal finds that the continuation of the proceedings has for any 
other reason become unnecessary or impossible. 

117. Subject to Sections 118 to 123 and 127, the mandate of an Arbitral Tribunal terminates 
with the termination of the arbitral proceedings.  
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Correction and Interpretation of Award; Additional Award 

118. Within 30 days after receipt of an Arbitral Award: 

a) a Party may request the Arbitral Tribunal to correct in the tribunal award any 
computation errors, any clerical or typographical errors or any other errors of a 
similar nature; and 

b) a Party may, if agreed by all the Parties, request the Arbitral Tribunal to give an 
interpretation of a specific point or part of the Arbitral Award. 

119. If an Arbitral Tribunal considers a request made under Section 118 to be justified, it must 
make the correction or give the interpretation within 30 days after receipt of the request 
and the interpretation will form part of the Arbitral Award. 

120. An Arbitral Tribunal, on its own initiative, may correct any error of the type referred to in 
subsection 118(a) within 30 days after the date of the Arbitral Award. 

121. A Party may request, within 30 days after receipt of an Arbitral Award, the Arbitral 
Tribunal to make an additional Arbitral Award respecting claims presented in the arbitral 
proceedings but omitted from the Arbitral Award. 

122. If the Arbitral Tribunal considers a request made under Section 121 to be justified, it 
must make an additional Arbitral Award within 60 days. 

123. Sections 107 to 109, and Sections 111 to 113 apply to a correction or interpretation of an 
Arbitral Award made under Section 119 or 120, or to an additional Arbitral Award made 
under Section 122.  

Application for Setting Aside Arbitral Award 

124. Subject to Sections 129 and 131, an Arbitral Award may be set aside by the Supreme 
Court, and no other court, only if a Party making the application establishes that: 

a) the Party making the application: 

i. was not given proper notice of the appointment of an arbitrator or of the 
arbitral proceedings, or 

ii. was otherwise unable to present its case or respond to the other Party's 
case; 

b) the Arbitral Award: 

i. deals with a Disagreement not contemplated by or not falling within the 
terms of the submission to arbitration, or 

ii. contains decisions on matters beyond the scope of the submission to 
arbitration, provided that, if the decisions on matters submitted to 
arbitration can be separated from those not so submitted, only that part of 
the Arbitral Award that contains decisions on matters not submitted to 
arbitration may be set aside; 

c) the composition of the Arbitral Tribunal or the arbitral procedure was not in 
accordance with the agreement of the Parties, unless that agreement was in 
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conflict with a provision of this Appendix from which the Parties cannot derogate, 
or, failing any agreement, was not in accordance with this Appendix; 

d) the Arbitral Tribunal or a Member of it has committed a corrupt or fraudulent act; 
or 

e) the award was obtained by fraud. 

125. An application for setting aside may not be made more than three months: 

a) after the date on which the Party making that application received the Arbitral 
Award; or 

b) if a request had been made under Section 118 or 121, after the date on which that 
request was disposed of by the Arbitral Tribunal. 

126. An application to set aside an award on the ground that the Arbitral Tribunal or a 
Member of it has committed a corrupt or fraudulent act or that the award was obtained by 
fraud must be commenced: 

a) within the period referred to in Section 125; or 

b) within 30 days after the Applicant discovers or ought to have discovered the fraud 
or corrupt or fraudulent act 

whichever is the longer period. 

127. When asked to set aside an Arbitral Award, the Supreme Court may, where it is 
appropriate and it is requested by a Party, adjourn the proceedings to set aside the 
Arbitral Award for a period of time determined by it in order to give the Arbitral Tribunal 
an opportunity: 

a) to resume the arbitral proceedings; or 

b) to take any other action that, in the Arbitral Tribunal's opinion, will eliminate the 
grounds for setting aside the Arbitral Award. 

128. A Party that was not a participating Party in an arbitration must be given notice of an 
application under Section 124, and is entitled to be a Party to, and make representation 
on, the application.  

Appeal on Question of Law 

129. A Party may appeal an Arbitral Award to the Supreme Court, with leave, on a question of 
law, which the Supreme Court must grant only if it is satisfied that: 

a) the importance of the result of the arbitration to the Parties justifies the 
intervention of the court, and the determination of the point of law may prevent a 
miscarriage of justice; or 

b) the point of law is of general or public importance. 

130. An application for leave may not be made more than three months: 

a) after the date on which the Party making the application received the Arbitral 
Award; or 
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b) if a request had been made under Section 118 or 121, after the date on which that 
request was disposed of by the Arbitral Tribunal. 

131. The Supreme Court may confirm, vary or set aside the Arbitral Award or may remit the 
award to the Arbitral Tribunal with directions, including the court's opinion on the 
question of law. 

132. When asked to set aside an Arbitral Award the Supreme Court may, where it is 
appropriate and it is requested by a Party, adjourn the proceedings to set aside the 
Arbitral Award for a period of time determined by it in order to give the Arbitral Tribunal 
an opportunity: 

a) to resume the arbitral proceedings; or 

b) to take any other action that, in the Arbitral Tribunal's opinion, will eliminate the 
grounds for setting aside the Arbitral Award. 

133. A Party that was not a participating Party in an arbitration must be given notice of an 
application under Section 129 and is entitled to be a Party to, and make representation on 
the application. 

134. A Party may appeal a decision of the Supreme Court under Section 131 to the British 
Columbia Court of Appeal with leave of the British Columbia Court of Appeal. 

135. If the British Columbia Court of Appeal: 

a) refuses to grant leave to a Party to appeal a ruling of the Supreme Court under 
Section 131; or 

b) hears an appeal from a ruling of the Supreme Court under Section 131, 

the decision of the British Columbia Court of Appeal may not be appealed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. 

136. No application may be made under Section 129 in respect of: 

a) an Arbitral Award based upon equitable considerations as permitted in Section 
96; or 

b) an Arbitral Award made in an arbitration commenced under paragraph 28 of the 
Chapter. 

137. No application for leave may be brought under Section 129 in respect of a ruling made by 
the Supreme Court under Section 98 if the time for appealing that ruling has already 
expired.  

Recognition and Enforcement 

138. An Arbitral Award must be recognized as binding and, upon application to the Supreme 
Court, must be enforced subject to paragraphs 154 and 155 of the Kitselas Self-
Government Chapter. 

139. Unless the Supreme Court orders otherwise, the Party relying on an Arbitral Award or 
applying for its enforcement must supply the duly authenticated original Arbitral Award 
or a duly certified copy of it. 
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Grounds for Refusing Enforcement 

140. Subject to Sections 128 and 133, a Party that was not a participating Party in an 
arbitration must not bring an application under Section 124 or 129 to set the award aside 
but may resist enforcement of the award against it by bringing an application under 
Section 141. 

141. On the application of a Party that was not a participating Party in an arbitration, the 
Supreme Court may make an order refusing to enforce against that Party an Arbitral 
Award made under this Appendix if that Party establishes that: 

a) it was not given copies of: 

i. the notice of arbitration or agreement to arbitrate, or 

ii. the pleadings or all amendments and supplements to the pleadings; 

b) the Arbitral Tribunal refused to add the Party as a participating Party to the 
arbitration under paragraph 32 of the Chapter; 

c) the Arbitral Award 

i. deals with a Disagreement not contemplated by or not falling within the 
terms of the submission to arbitration, or 

ii. contains decisions on matters beyond the scope of the submission to 
arbitration 

provided that, if the decisions on matters submitted to arbitration can be separated 
from those not so submitted, that part of the Arbitral Award which contains 
decisions on matters submitted to arbitration may be recognized and enforced; 

d) the Arbitral Award has not yet become binding on the Parties or has been set 
aside or suspended by a court; 

e) the Arbitral Tribunal or a Member of it has committed a corrupt or fraudulent act; 
or 

f) the award was obtained by fraud. 
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