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Overview 
What are Cri�cal Minerals? 
Cri�cal minerals are minerals such as copper, lithium, and molybdenum that are essen�al 
components in products used for clean energy, digital technology, telecommunica�ons, 
healthcare, and other applica�ons. Cri�cal minerals are used in the manufacture of electric 
vehicles, solar panels, wind turbines, electrical transmission lines, bateries, mobile phones, and 
medical devices.  
 
Figure 1: Critical Minerals in Our Daily Lives  
 

 
 
Cri�cal minerals are increasingly woven into our everyday lives - some might say they are 
indispensable. Bri�sh Columbia is commited to achieving its legislated climate goals, in 
alignment with the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030, and to making the transi�on to lower carbon 
economies – but this transi�on cannot occur without cri�cal minerals, which are required in the 
transporta�on, electrifica�on, renewable energy genera�on and storage and technology 
sectors.  
 
Figure 2: Common Uses of Critical Minerals in Low Carbon Technologies 

 
 
 
Why do We Need a Cri�cal Minerals Strategy 
 

Cri�cal minerals serve essen�al purposes in our economy, and they may be at risk of supply 
disrup�on. Countries and regions have iden�fied many different minerals as being of cri�cal or 
strategic importance, depending on supply chain access, geography, and geopoli�cal 
circumstance, among other considera�ons. As demand shi�s and technology evolves, the 
cri�cal minerals list of any jurisdic�on may change.  
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Mineral explora�on and mining are founda�onal contributors to B.C.’s economy, par�cularly in 
rural and remote communi�es, and this contribu�on could grow substan�ally with expanded 
cri�cal mineral development. In 2022, the sector contributed $17.5 billion in produc�on value, 
$740 million in explora�on expenditures, employed over 30,000 workers, and contributed $7.3 
billion (approximately 3%) to the provincial gross domes�c product; more than any other 
natural resource sector. A Cri�cal Minerals Strategy (Strategy) will help B.C. to build on these 
strengths and to capitalize on the cri�cal mineral-intensive global transi�on to a green 
economy. 
 
With B.C.’s strong geological poten�al and the solid environmental, social, and governance 
(ESG) performance of the mining sector, there is an opportunity to significantly expand and 
strengthen B.C.’s cri�cal minerals ac�vi�es and value chain. This will support the province’s 
economy by atrac�ng new investment and furthering meaningful reconcilia�on with 
Indigenous peoples.  
 
Figure 3: Environmental, social and governance criteria model1 
 

 

 
Cri�cal minerals present B.C. with economic opportuni�es for today and tomorrow. A Strategy 
will take a future-oriented approach; exploring cri�cal minerals opportuni�es that benefit the 
lives and well-being of genera�ons of Bri�sh Columbians in both urban and rural communi�es. 
 
This discussion paper seeks to drive ac�on in six areas of focus: 
 

1. Advancing Recogni�on and Reconcilia�on with Indigenous Peoples 
2. Enhancing Public Geoscience  
3. A Compe��ve Fiscal and Regulatory Environment  
4. Innova�on, Training and Environmental Stewardship 
5. Infrastructure and Climate Ac�on 
6. Public and Investor Outreach 

 

 
1 Witold Henisz, Tim Koller and Robin Nutall, “Five Ways that ESG Creates Value,” McKinsey Quarterly, McKinsey & 
Company, 2019 
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These areas of focus are a star�ng point for Strategy development and are not intended to be 
final. Input on addi�onal areas of focus is encouraged. 
 
Global Energy Transi�on  
The shi� to a green economy is occurring globally which is crea�ng a significant increase in 
demand for cri�cal minerals and could poten�ally overwhelm current supplies of cri�cal 
minerals in the coming decades. For example, the amount of copper, nickel, and cobalt 
required to produce electric vehicle bateries is expected to increase by 14x, 10x and 3x 
respec�vely by 2035 according to BloombergNEF. 
 
The Interna�onal Energy Agency es�mates that mineral demand for clean technologies such as 
bateries, solar panels, wind turbines, and electricity networks will increase by two to six �mes 
by 2040, when compared to 2020. At the same �me, demand is also rising for sustainably 
produced goods and services. Investors and consumers are looking to see if business plans 
promote inclusion, reconcilia�on with Indigenous peoples, environmentally sustainable 
prac�ces, and the use of ethically produced materials.  
 
B.C., with its mineral rich geology, already contributes to Canada’s cri�cal minerals supply, and 
has the poten�al to increase its par�cipa�on in the value chain. In this context, a value chain is 
a set of ac�vi�es that add value (i.e., product or process innova�on) at each stage of the 
produc�on and delivery of a product to a customer. Figure 4 illustrates the range of cri�cal 
minerals value chain ac�vi�es.  
 
Figure 4: The Critical Minerals Value Chain 

 

The B.C. Government seeks to posi�on the province as a trusted supplier of cri�cal minerals 
and cri�cal mineral products in domes�c and global markets. The Province also aims to ensure 
that B.C. is an atrac�ve and compe��ve des�na�on for investment in all areas of the cri�cal 
minerals value chain.  
 
This discussion paper is intended to elicit feedback to iden�fy and develop poten�al 
opportuni�es for all groups involved in these ac�vi�es in both the short and long term. 
 
Federal Cri�cal Minerals List/ B.C.’s Current Mineral Produc�on   
In December 2022, the Federal Government of Canada released the Canadian Cri�cal Minerals 
Strategy to support, priori�ze, and fund Canada’s compe��ve advantage in the global market. 
The federal government has earmarked $3.8 billion for implementa�on of its strategy. B.C. is 
collabora�ng with the federal government on cri�cal minerals opportuni�es and investment in 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/critical-minerals-in-canada/canadian-critical-minerals-strategy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/critical-minerals-in-canada/canadian-critical-minerals-strategy.html
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B.C. The federal strategy has a list of 31 cri�cal minerals and an early priori�za�on of six cri�cal 
minerals - lithium, graphite, nickel, cobalt, copper, and rare earth elements. Of the 31 elements 
on the Canadian cri�cal minerals list, B.C. mines currently produce copper, molybdenum, 
magnesium, and zinc. B.C. also has advanced explora�on projects focused on cri�cal minerals 
such as nickel, cobalt, graphite, niobium, pla�num group minerals, tantalum, and vanadium. 
Currently, the province produces over 50% of Canada’s total copper2, and is the only Canadian 
producer of molybdenum. 
 
B.C. is well posi�oned to be a partner in the implementa�on of Canada’s strategy. The federal 
strategy reflects many B.C. priori�es such as clean growth, reconcilia�on with Indigenous 
Peoples, innova�on, and investment in geoscience. In 2022, the federal government 
established bilateral Regional Energy and Resource Tables to collaborate on natural resource 
priori�es, such as growing Canada’s mineral resource wealth by u�lizing long standing mineral 
exper�se, extensive technology, mining capabili�es, and abundant clean energy resources. 
 
Interdependent Policy Priori�es 
The effec�veness of B.C.’s Strategy will be interdependent with con�nued progress in several 
other policy areas, including: 
 

• Implementa�on of the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act 
and the Declara�on Act Ac�on Plan 

• Mineral Tenure Act moderniza�on 
• The CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 (the 

CleanBC Roadmap) which sets out 
B.C.’s greenhouse gas emissions 
targets and corresponding ac�ons 
(Paris emissions reduc�on targets for 
2030 and net zero by 2050) 

• Strong environmental protec�on laws 
and strategies 

• A mining regulatory framework that 
protects the environment while 
ensuring compe��veness 

• Development of a Nature Agreement. 
B.C. is partnering with the federal 
government, industry, and 
communi�es, and working with 
Indigenous Peoples, to achieve the 
Nature Agreement’s goals of 30% 
protec�on of B.C.’s land base by 2030, 

 

 
2 Copper facts (canada.ca) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/critical-minerals-in-canada/canadian-critical-minerals-strategy.html#aa
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/climate-change/regional-energy-and-resource-tables/regional-energy-and-resource-tables-british-columbia/25094
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/ministries-organizations/ministries/indigenous-relations-reconciliation/declaration_act_action_plan.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/00_96292_01
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/action/cleanbc/cleanbc_roadmap_2030.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/ministries-organizations/premier-cabinet-mlas/minister-letter/wlrs_-_cullen_-_w_ps.pdf
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/our-natural-resources/minerals-mining/minerals-metals-facts/copper-facts/20506
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including Indigenous Protected and 
Conserved Areas3 

• The Old Growth Strategic Review and 
modernized land use planning 

• Implementa�on of the StrongerBC 
Economic Plan, the Government’s plan 
for inclusive and clean economic 
development in B.C. 

 
These ini�a�ves are founda�onal to B.C.’s cri�cal minerals opportunity because they 
demonstrate the Province’s ongoing commitment to being an ethical and sustainable 
jurisdic�on in which to do business. It is essen�al that the Province maintains its momentum on 
advancing these ini�a�ves as the Strategy is developed and implemented. ESG advantages 
provided by these interdependent policy priori�es can be leveraged to ensure a balanced 
approach - maintaining compe��veness and atrac�ng investment for the mining sector while 
con�nuing to work in alignment with the principles of sustainability, recogni�on and 
reconcilia�on with Indigenous Peoples, and economic prosperity for all Bri�sh Columbians. 
Importantly, this balanced policy approach also provides increased certainty for all. 
 
The First Na�ons Energy and Mining Council is leading the development of a First Na�ons 
Cri�cal Minerals Strategy. Throughout the autumn of 2023 the First Na�ons Energy and Mining 
Council will host four workshops with First Na�ons with a goal of comple�ng a strategy by 
January 2024. A Critical Minerals Literacy Report for First Nations in British Columbia has been 
recently prepared to assist with the development of their strategy.   
 
Ar�cle 26 of the United Na�ons Declara�on on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states, 
“Indigenous Peoples have the rights to the lands, territories and resources, which they have 
traditionally owned, occupied, or otherwise used or acquired. Indigenous Peoples have the 
rights to own, use, develop and control the lands, territories, and resources that they possess by 
reason of traditional ownership or other traditional occupation or use, as well as which they 
have otherwise acquired. States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands, 
territories, and resources. Such recognition shall be conducted with due respect to the customs, 
traditions and land tenure systems of the Indigenous Peoples concerned. “ 
 
B.C. and First Na�ons may consider aligning their strategies in 2024. 
 

Key Areas of Focus 
Through this Discussion Paper, the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innova�on (EMLI) 
aims to gather a broad range of perspec�ves on the approaches B.C. can take to develop its 
cri�cal minerals value chain. EMLI invites input on six areas of focus. A descrip�on of these 
themes, along with key discussion ques�ons, can be found below. 

 
3 Minister Cullen mandate leter p.4 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/old-growth-forests/strategic-review-of-old-growth-forest-management
https://strongerbc.gov.bc.ca/economic-plan/
https://strongerbc.gov.bc.ca/economic-plan/
https://strongerbc.gov.bc.ca/economic-plan/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/ministries-organizations/premier-cabinet-mlas/minister-letter/wlrs_-_cullen_-_w_ps.pdf
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1. Advancing Recogni�on and Reconcilia�on with Indigenous Peoples  
The Declara�on Act establishes the United Na�ons Declara�on on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UN Declara�on) as the Province’s framework for reconcilia�on. Government 
commitment to implemen�ng the UN Declara�on and adhering to the 10 Dra� Principles that 
Guide the Province of Bri�sh Columbia’s Rela�onship with Indigenous Peoples (10 Principles) 
will be central to ministry ac�ons in moving forward.  
 
A key part of implemen�ng the UN Declara�on involves advancing full and equal rights for 
Indigenous peoples, including the right to: 

• Self-determina�on 
• Par�cipa�on in decision making 
• Free, prior, and informed consent 
• Determining and developing priori�es and strategies for exercising their right to 

economic and other development 
• The ownership, use, development, conserva�on and protec�on of their lands, 

territories, and resources 
 
B.C.’s Strategy will highlight opportuni�es to grow the cri�cal minerals value chain, with the goal 
of seeing greater First Na�ons par�cipa�on in cri�cal minerals development, through respect 
and recogni�on of First Na�ons rights and �tle, including an economic founda�on to support 
First Na�ons �tle and rights, economic development, partnership, and employment 
opportuni�es. The Province is commited to developing trust-based rela�onships that respect 
and uphold �tle and rights of First Na�ons communi�es. This will support improved 
rela�onships and increased certainty between mining opera�ons and the First Na�ons on 
whose territory the mining sector operates. For example, the Province has entered into a 
consent-based decision-making agreement based on Sec�on 7 of the Declara�on Act at a 
proposed mine in Northern B.C. This agreement advances reconcilia�on and honours 
jurisdic�on in land-management decisions in recogni�on of First Na�ons’ �tle and rights. 
 
Iden�fying and ac�ng on opportuni�es to promote further partnership, ownership and 
par�cipa�on by First Na�ons in the cri�cal minerals sector is an important goal. To this end, the 
federal government allocated over $100 million in its 2022 budget to advance economic 
reconcilia�on with Indigenous Peoples, specifically through development of a Na�onal Benefit- 
Sharing Framework for major resource projects on Indigenous territory, and expansion of the 
Federal Indigenous Partnership Office and Indigenous Natural Resource Partnerships Program, 
with part of the funding dedicated to capacity building to par�cipate in cri�cal minerals 
development.  
 
In B.C., there is an opportunity to create targeted programs that build on current provincial 
revenue sharing and would complement federal ini�a�ves and ensure that First Na�ons fully 
benefit from future cri�cal minerals growth. 
 

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/careers/about-the-bc-public-service/diversity-inclusion-respect/draft_principles.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/careers/about-the-bc-public-service/diversity-inclusion-respect/draft_principles.pdf
https://www.budget.canada.ca/2022/report-rapport/chap7-en.html
https://www.budget.canada.ca/2022/report-rapport/chap7-en.html
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/our-natural-resources/indigenous-natural-resources/indigenous-natural-resource-partnerships/22197
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2. Enhancing Public Geoscience 
The mining sector is an important economic driver in B.C., crea�ng good jobs and suppor�ng 
the economy. However, mines are not possible without significant early-stage work prior to 
opera�on. Public geoscience informa�on is the first stage in the mining life cycle and one of the 
principal enablers of mineral explora�on.  
 
The Province provides public geoscience to support mineral explora�on through the B.C. 
Geological Survey (BCGS). BCGS is ac�vely gathering new geological data, including geological 
mapping, geophysical surveying, and scien�fic assessments to beter understand the cri�cal 
minerals poten�al in B.C. This informa�on enables B.C. to effec�vely posi�on the province as a 
leader in sustainable cri�cal minerals development and export. It allows government, First 
Na�ons, communi�es, and industry to beter understand B.C.’s resource poten�al, par�cipate in 
decision-making and realize benefits.  
 
The BCGS will release a Cri�cal Minerals of Bri�sh Columbia Atlas, which includes detailed 
informa�on on B.C.’s minerals found on the cri�cal minerals lists of key allies and trading 
partners. The Atlas provides informa�on on B.C. minerals and mines and provides baseline 
informa�on on mineral poten�al. EMLI is also undertaking economic and market analysis to 
build on this founda�onal knowledge. Based on this informa�on, the Province could consider 
priori�zing certain cri�cal minerals and support further development of these resources across 
the value chain. Early priori�za�on considera�ons could include minerals that offer the greatest 
economic growth and employment opportuni�es, greatest impact to low carbon technologies, 
or greatest impact to Canadian supply chains. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Ques�ons:   

1) How should BC support critical minerals development through access to public 
geoscience? 

2) Should BC consider prioritized attention to specific critical minerals and, if so, how should 
the priority be determined? 
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3. A Compe��ve Fiscal and Regulatory Environment  
B.C. competes for global investment and B.C. producers of raw materials are price takers, not 
price makers in the interna�onal marketplace. Compe��ve regulatory and tax structures must 
be in place to maintain B.C. as an atrac�ve jurisdic�on for investment in Canada and to ensure 
the industry can grow jobs and sustain communi�es across the province. The federal cri�cal 
minerals strategy includes ini�a�ves to accelerate project development and provide targeted 
support to cri�cal minerals development that could be reflected in a B.C. Strategy. 
 
Mining project development can be a high-risk investment because of the high capital 
requirements and long lead �mes to develop mines. Government investment to increase the 
efficiency, transparency, and predictability of the regulatory framework can decrease 
investment risk by providing clarity and certainty for all stakeholders. As described in the 
Regulatory Excellence and Con�nuous Improvement in the Mining  Sector Inten�ons Paper, the 
Province is engaging in wide-ranging ac�vi�es that support advancement of near-term mining 
projects into final investment decisions and reconcilia�on with First Na�ons, such as by 
improving B.C.’s statutory decision-making framework and advancing policy and legisla�ve 
moderniza�on. This ongoing work has resulted in successful outcomes, including the issuance of 
a Mines Act permit to the Blackwater Gold project in March of 2023 – a significant milestone 
that demonstrates the Province’s ability to permit a major mining project with First Na�ons 
support in a �mely manner. 
 
Similarly, fiscal incen�viza�on enhances B.C.’s mining sector compe��veness while providing a 
buffer against market vola�lity. B.C. has two mineral incen�ve tax credit programs: 

• The B.C. Mining Flow-Through Share Tax Credit 
• The B.C. Mining Explora�on Tax Credit  

 
Currently, explora�on companies in B.C. benefit from Canada’s unique flow-through share 
regime to secure financing. In 2021, flow-through share investment represented 69% of 
Canadian explora�on financing. The Mining Explora�on Tax Credit for flow-through shares 
makes the a�er-tax cost of qualifying flow-through, share-financed grassroots explora�on 
expenditures in B.C. among the lowest in Canada. In 2022, Canada launched the Cri�cal Mineral 
Explora�on Tax Credit, targeted at 15 of the 31 cri�cal minerals on Canada’s list. These programs 
show that governments can play an important role in the mining sector’s compe��veness 
through fiscal policy, and there may be opportunity to modify B.C.’s fiscal framework to target 
cri�cal minerals.  
 

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/121/2019/09/Mines-Act-Intentions-Paper.pdf#:%7E:text=While%20the%20MCAD%20is%20focused%20on%20mine%20permitting,these%20two%20divisions%20work%20to%20achieve%20regulatory%20excellence.
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/income-taxes/personal/credits/mining-flow-through
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/income-taxes/corporate/credits/mining-exploration
https://www.pdac.ca/programs-and-advocacy/access-to-capital/fiscal-incentives/CMETC
https://www.pdac.ca/programs-and-advocacy/access-to-capital/fiscal-incentives/CMETC
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Addi�onal Federal incen�ves such as the proposed Investment Tax Credit for Clean Technology 
Manufacturing and the Strategic Innova�on Fund’s Net Zero Accelerator target support for 
innova�on, value added and manufacturing opportuni�es in the cri�cal minerals sector. 

 
4. Innova�on, Training and Environmental Stewardship 
The mining sector is transforming due to digi�za�on, automa�on, workforce transforma�on, 
enhanced environmental stewardship and the transi�on to a lower-carbon future. This 
transforma�on offers an opportunity for the mining sector to enhance compe��veness, atract 
investment, and create economic growth while minimizing environmental impacts. Innova�on 
can drive beter environmental outcomes at mining projects, including the adop�on of clean 
technologies, energy-efficient processes, and low-carbon solu�ons to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. For example, novel mineral processing approaches and water treatment processes 
can reduce water use and improve water quality. 
 
The Mining Innova�on Roadmap (the Roadmap) released in 2020 by the Mining Associa�on of 
B.C. with support from the Province, recognizes the need to invest in research and 
development, technological advancements, and innova�ve processes to improve the efficiency 
and environmental performance of cri�cal minerals extrac�on, processing, and recycling. The 
Roadmap emphasizes the need to support research and development ini�a�ves, promote the 
adop�on of advanced technologies, and foster collabora�on between industry, academia, and 
government. The B.C. Net Zero Innova�on Network and B.C. Centre for Innova�on and Clean 
Energy are suppor�ng innova�on in the mining sector and the cri�cal minerals and batery 
value chain. 
 
Innova�on requires a skilled and adaptable workforce. The Mining Industry Human Resources 
Council forecasts that up to 113,000 new workers will be needed by 2030 to meet new demand 
and replace workers an�cipated to exit the mining workforce. 
 
Through the Future Ready Ac�on Plan, the Province is commited to providing training 
opportuni�es and skills development programs to ensure workers have the knowledge and 
exper�se required for the evolving economy. B.C. recognizes the importance of collabora�on 
between industry, educa�onal ins�tu�ons, and government agencies to develop training 
ini�a�ves that address the specific needs of the cri�cal minerals sector.  
 

Discussion Ques�ons:  

1) Are there new and/or exis�ng fiscal tools that could support explora�on, produc�on, 
processing, manufacturing and recycling in the cri�cal minerals sector in BC? 

2) What areas of the regulatory system are crea�ng barriers for cri�cal minerals projects at 
different stages of the value chain? 

https://www.budget.canada.ca/2023/report-rapport/tm-mf-en.html#a53
https://www.budget.canada.ca/2023/report-rapport/tm-mf-en.html#a53
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/strategic-innovation-fund/en/net-zero-accelerator-initiative
https://mining.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/MABC_BC_Mining_Innovation_Roadmap_FINAL.pdf
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023EMLI0006-000121
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0050-001381
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0050-001381
https://mihr.ca/about/#:%7E:text=The%20Mining%20Industry%20Human%20Resources%20Council%20%28MiHR%29%20is,challenges%20facing%20the%20Canadian%20minerals%20and%20metals%20sector.
https://mihr.ca/about/#:%7E:text=The%20Mining%20Industry%20Human%20Resources%20Council%20%28MiHR%29%20is,challenges%20facing%20the%20Canadian%20minerals%20and%20metals%20sector.
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023PSFS0023-000637
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5. Infrastructure and Climate Ac�on  
 
The CleanBC Roadmap priori�zes the Province's commitment to climate ac�on and 
sustainability. The Roadmap recognizes the link between cri�cal minerals and emissions 
reduc�ons. There is emphasis on the importance of inves�ng in clean infrastructure, such as 
renewable energy systems and electric vehicle charging sta�ons, which rely on cri�cal minerals. 
The development of sustainable mining prac�ces and the reduc�on of the carbon intensity of 
mineral extrac�on and processing opera�ons provide further areas of alignment with the 
CleanBC Roadmap and the Strategy. In addi�on, Implementa�on of the Roadmap included 
funding in 2022/23 to ini�ate a small cri�cal minerals geoscience program to make incremental 
progress to the understanding of BC's cri�cal mineral poten�al.  
 
The CleanBC Roadmap focuses on electrifica�on to decarbonize the industrial sectors of the 
economy, like mining, supports ini�a�ves that encourage the use of renewable energy in mining 
opera�ons and incen�vizes the adop�on of electric vehicles and machinery. By electrifying the 
mining sector, BC can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve air quality and promote 
cleaner and healthier communi�es near mining opera�ons.  
 
Inves�ng in infrastructure for the mining sector supports the CleanBC Roadmap goals. 
Infrastructure opportuni�es include investment in power transmission and distribu�on systems, 
roads, port facili�es, and in communi�es, ensuring benefits to those living near mines, as well 
as those working in the mining sector, while also benefi�ng other economic sectors.  
 

 
 
 

Discussion Ques�ons:  

1) How can BC support research, development, and deployment of innovative approaches 
across the critical mineral value chain? 

2) How can BC grow the domestic labor supply and train the next generation of sector 
specialists across the value chain? 

 

Discussion Ques�ons:  

1) Where should government prioritize strategic infrastructure investments to best 
support critical minerals projects? 

2) How can varying levels of government and the private sector work together to 
support infrastructure and critical minerals development?   

3) How can new mining development be planned in a manner that advances 
economic development while meeting the Province’s climate goals? 
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6. Public and Investor Outreach 
In recent years, there has been an increased focus on ESG inves�ng, which explicitly considers 
environmental, social, and governance risk factors in investment decision making. A focus on 
ESG considera�ons provides a dual purpose for investors – it serves as a lens to help mi�gate 
investment risks, and it provides a means to dis�nguish ethical investment opportuni�es. The 
Province is establishing an ESG Centre of Excellence (a StrongerBC Economic Plan commitment) 
to facilitate ESG investments in B.C., atrac�ng socially and environmentally conscious investors, 
and diversifying markets for B.C.’s world-class goods and services under a respected and 
trustworthy ESG brand. 

In the mining sector, B.C. has inherent ESG advantages, such as a commitment to reconcilia�on, 
low greenhouse-gas intensity mineral produc�on and strong safety and labor prac�ces. A 
commitment to con�nuous improvement, and provision of transparent informa�on on ESG 
performance to the global investment community will be key to growing investment in the B.C. 
cri�cal minerals sector and diversifying markets for B.C.’s goods.  
 
At the same �me, communica�on to Bri�sh Columbians on the opportuni�es and implica�ons 
represented by cri�cal minerals growth is required. In 2019, the B.C. Mining Jobs Task Force 
found that there is a disconnect in public consciousness between technological advancements 
and the raw materials used to construct them, and a lack of understanding regarding the role 
that B.C.’s mining industry con�nues to play in suppor�ng both rural and urban economies 
across the province. 
 
Given the strong public support for mee�ng climate goals and adop�ng low-carbon 
technologies, communica�ng the role of cri�cal minerals in this transforma�on is more 
important than ever. Engaging in meaningful dialogue around the future of this sector is key to 
building trust and ensuring responsible mineral development. 
 

 

 
Addi�onal Considera�ons  
We acknowledge that the development of a comprehensive Strategy is an ongoing process, and 
we value the input and ideas from the public in shaping it. While we have iden�fied six areas of 
focus that we see as central to the Strategy, we welcome sugges�ons and insights beyond these 
areas. Your engagement and contribu�ons will play a crucial role in refining and expanding the 
scope of the strategy to ensure its effec�veness and inclusivity. We encourage you to provide 

Discussion Ques�ons:  

1) How can BC best share our province’s cri�cal minerals opportunity with investors and 
buyers to encourage investment in projects and supply chains. 

2) What can BC do to prepare communi�es to be ready for, and ac�vely par�cipate in, the 
cri�cal minerals value chain? 

 

https://strongerbc.gov.bc.ca/economic-plan/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/mineral-exploration-mining/exploration-in-bc/bc-mining-jobs-task-force
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feedback, propose alterna�ve approaches, and share any addi�onal perspec�ves that may 
enhance the overall framework of a B.C. Cri�cal Minerals Strategy. Together, we can 
collabora�vely build a strategy that addresses the diverse needs and concerns of our province. 

 

We Want to Hear from You 
 

Next Steps 
We invite you to ac�vely par�cipate in shaping the Cri�cal Minerals Strategy. Your feedback and 
insights are important to help inform the Strategy’s direc�on. Please take this opportunity to 
provide your comments, ideas and sugges�ons via the online discussion forum and submissions 
regarding the discussion paper can be sent to the email address Cri�cal.Minerals@gov.bc.ca. If 
electronic submission is not possible, please send your feedback addressed to: 
 
Cri�cal Minerals Secretariat 
Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innova�on 
Responsible Mining and Compe��veness Division 
Policy and Compe��veness Branch 
6 – 1810 Blanshard Street 
PO Box 9320 STN PROV GOVT 
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4J1 
 
We value your input. The feedback period will be open un�l November 5, 2023. All comments 
will be considered. Let’s work together to develop a robust and inclusive Cri�cal Minerals 
Strategy that meets the needs of our province.  
 

Discussion Ques�on: 

1) Are there any other values or considera�ons in crea�ng a framework for BC’s cri�cal 
minerals strategy? 

mailto:Critical.Minerals@gov.bc.ca
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