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South Anderson Mountain Resort — Expression of Interest (EOI) Proposal

Overview

The Province has received an Expression of Interest for a proposed all-seasons resort referred to as
the South Anderson Mountain Resort. The resort is proposed by Spuzzum First Nation and is in the
South Anderson Valley northwest of the Coquihalla Summit Recreation Area.

An Expression of Interest (EOI) is the first step in a multi-stage major project review process under
the All-Seasons Resort Policy. This EOIl stage is conceptual with the goal of assessing project
feasibility.

More detailed information about the project will be developed if it advances to the next stages of
the process. If the review of the EOIl is successful, the proponent will be invited to move forward to
submit a Formal Proposal. Additional public engagement would occur at that time.

For more details on the Expression of Interest (EOI) and the All-Seasons Resort Policy, please visit
the Mountain Resorts Branch (MRB) website:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/naturalresource-use/resort-
development/proposed-approved-resort-master-plans/list-of-proposedplans.

Public Engagement Process

The South Anderson Mountain Resort EOIl public engagement process was guided by the All-
Seasons Resort Policy and associated guidelines.

The EOI was referred to First Nations, agencies and key stakeholders on November 3, 2023, with a
requested response time of 30 days. Several stakeholder and public responses were submitted to
the Province by email through this process.

The EOIl was advertised in local newspapers (the Hope Standard and the Merritt Herald), the
provincial Gazette, the MRB provincial website, and on GovTogetherBC. The public advertisement
included an overview of the project proposal and a link to the EOI. Advertisements offered a public
engagement comment period running April 14 to May 24, 2024, which included an online survey
through govTogetherBC.

Public engagement is a key part of the review process. At this Expression of Interest stage, the
Province will review public input for consideration in understanding the following:

e Public interests as they relate to the proposal
e Activities, values and interests in the proposal area
o Assessing project feasibility issues

This document summarizes the feedback reviewed during the public engagement process. Itis
posted to the Mountain Resorts Branch webpage and provided to the project proponent for
consideration.
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Summary of Comments/Feedback Received

This “Public Engagement Summary” document identifies and summarizes the most common
comments, concerns, questions and suggestions that were received. While the submissions for
public engagement at this stage of the major project review process were limited, the input
received will ensure that values and expressed interests are considered in project planning,
process review steps and decision-making.

Through the public engagement process, a total of 27 comments were received.

e 10 online survey feedback surveys completed
e 4 formal written submissions
e 13 email submissions

Responses received by email and through the online survey have been grouped into themes. The
themes include recreation, environment and sustainability, economic, social and cultural values.

Recreation

Access to recreation opportunities and their value for back country enthusiasts was a common
comment with most respondents focusing on recreation. Comments were predominately focused
on the Coquihalla Summit Recreation Area (CSRA) adjacent to Highway 5. In the public responses,
several mountain peaks bordering the EOl were highlighted for their recreational value. These
include lago, Zupjok, Llama, Zopkios Ridge and Alpaca peaks. The recreational use identified by
most respondents was backcountry skiing, followed by hiking. Climbing, snowshoeing, hunting and
sightseeing/photography were also identified. Access to lago Peak was noted most commonly, due
to ease of access via a Forest Service road and Zopkios rest stop within the CSRA.

Environment and Sustainability

Broadly, respondents indicated that environmental and sustainability values are of importance for
the area with 78% of respondents (21 public comments) focused on this theme. Comments related
to this value often focused on wildlife habitat for mountain goats and the Northern Spotted Owl.
Several comments also expressed concern that development adjacent to the CSRA would
significantly compromise the wilderness character of the area and impact the quality of the
recreational area and the opportunities to experience the area.

Economic Viability

Less than half of the 27 respondents focused on economic values. Comments included the
concern for the viability of existing resorts proximal to the proposal. Comments noted there could
be potential economic impacts to Manning Park, Sun Peaks Resort, Sasquatch Mountain Resort,
Big White, and Mt Balcer (located in the United States). Comments also noted the viability of the
proposal given changing climate conditions and the risk of long-term viability of winter activities.
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Social and cultural

Several respondents that offered comments related to recreational values also noted that the area
is a popular location for recreational groups. It was indicated the ease of access makes the area a
prime spot for backcountry skiing and it serves a large user group.

A few responses indicated the area is of cultural significance for First Nations and that First Nation
community values should be considered in the process.

Media

The South Anderson Mountain Resort proposal has been covered by various media sources over
the pastyear. This included articles in the Fraser Valley Today, Castanet and Kelowna Now as well
as others. The Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD) review of the project was also publicly
available on the FVRD webpage. While these were not initiated by the Province or the project
proponent, they did raise awareness of the project early in the review process.

Summary

The public engagement process, as part of this Expression of Interest stage of the major project
review process, resulted in fewer responses than anticipated. However, the responses received
reflected several themes, all of which will be considered in the project review process. The types of
responses, the number of responses, and overall approach for engagement will also be reviewed
by the Province and given consideration for improvement in subsequent stages of the review
process.

This Engagement Summary will be shared with the proponent to ensure that comments are
considered in project planning.

Next Steps:

o MRB will assess the feasibility of the South Anderson EOIl based on comments received and
through the identification of any land-use conflicts.

e |fthe EOl review is positive, the proponent will be invited to submit a Formal Proposal which
builds on the EOIl information and responds to key issues identified within the review. MRB
would initiate a more intensive and detailed review of the Formal Proposal consistent with
the All-Seasons Resort Policy (ASRP) and the All-Seasons Resort Guidelines (ASRG).

e MRB will continue to engage with First Nations, communities, and stakeholders to
understand their interests and how they may be affected by this proposal.

e For more details on the planning process and information requirements for All-Seasons
Resort development in British Columbia, please visit Applying to develop a resort - Province
of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca)
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