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- Fortis Inc. is the largest investor-owned distribution utility in Canada, with total assets of more than $13 
billion and fiscal 2010 revenue totaling approximately $3.7 billion.  

- The Corporation serves approx. 2,000,000 gas and electricity customers.  
- Planned capital investment of $2.5 billion over next five years 
FortisBC does not make money of the commodity– the electricity or natural gas itself– we make money on 
delivering these services through a regulated rate of return on our required infrastructure (capital value of dams 
and pipelines, etc.). We have to prove all new capital investment is required for our customers by applying for 
new investment to the BCUC. 
 
Customer Service: 
• Bringing Customer Service In House 

• Better serve our customers’ changing needs 
• Increase customer satisfaction 
• Keep our commitments to our customers 

 
- FBC planned electricity capital investment over next 5 years = $400 million (related to substation, 

transformer, etc upgrades to improve capacity and reliability) 
 

- Fortis BC planned natural gas capital investment in the southern interior over next 5 years = $10 million 
dollars 
 

- Whistler used to be on propane but converted to natural gas (2009) 
 



- FBC Electricity customers total about 166,000 (2014 data) 
- Revelstoke has approx. 1,500 propane customers that could be switched over to 
natural gas through LNG deliveries 
- We are also looking at ways that we can economically bring natural gas to other 
locations in the Southern Interior that aren’t currently served… Our Main Extension Test 
is currently before the Commission, but this may be something you want to talk about 
in the discussion portion of the workshop 
 
- Why are we not part of BCH ? Why is FBC service area in middle of BCH area? 
- FortisBC is an independent privately owned utility with more than 100 years of history 
of providing electricity to its customers in B.C.  FortisBC preceded the creation of BC 
Hydro, and has a franchise area of 150 miles from the City of Rossland. West Kootenay 
Power and Light Company Ltd. was formed in 1897 to supply power to the mining 
industry in Rossland and to serve the area within a 50 mile radius of Rossland.  In 1929, 
the province gave permission to extend the service territory to within a 150 mile radius. 
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-FortisBC currently owns and operates four generating stations along the Kootenay 
River: Lower Bonnington Dam originally constructed in 1897 and upgraded in 1924, the 
Upper Bonnington Dam constructed in 1907 and extended to incorporate an additional 
two units in 1940, the South Slocan Dam constructed in 1924 and the Corra Linn Dam 
which was constructed in 1932. 
-Together, they are about 45% of FBC’s energy resources and about 28% of capacity 
resources 
-The Company operates the FBC Plants in accordance with the Canal Plant Agreement 
(CPA). In 2005 BC Hydro and the Entitlement Parties (FortisBC Inc., Teck Metals Ltd. 
(Teck), Brilliant Power Corporation, Brilliant Expansion Power Corporation and Waneta 
Expansion Limited Partnership) entered into a renewed CPA, which amended and 
extended the original Canal Plant Agreement for a further 30 year term. The CPA 
enables BC Hydro and the Entitlement Parties, through coordinated use of water flows 
and storage reservoirs, and through coordinated operation of generating plants, to 
generate more power from their combined generating resources than they could if they 
operated independently.  
-Brilliant dam and expansion facility are owned by Columbia Power Corp and CBT (140 
MW and 120 MW) 
- WAX is owned by Fortis Inc, CP and CBT (335 MW) 
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FBC has 235 Mw 
1609 Gwh entitlement 
 
BCH 580 Mw 
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1974 peak was 1754.23 
2012 peak was 1753.78 
 

 
• Report concludes the operation was  “a considerable improvement in the reduction of the 

proportion of Kokanee Redds dewatered during spawning, incubation and emergence along the 
shores within the West Arm” 

 
• Only 35% of the Redds (or eggs) we dewatered, compared to 83% during the previous decade 
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KCL dewatering video: 
http://www.bchydro.com/news/press_centre/news_releases/2014/bc-hydro-at-work--
crews-lower-the-kootenay-canal-and-extend-its-.html  
 
Corra Linn had unit outage in September. Spilled water to maintain flows and keep IJC 
limit.  
 
Libby water forecast in December 2014 were for 117% of normal, but the water supply 
didn’t materialize 
 
Targeting Qbay 1739.32 ft by March 20th, earlier than normal.  
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No change to Libby or Duncan operations during this time.  
 
Daily inflow peaked at 45 kcfs on the 9th 
 
FBC believes this is considered “extraordinary high inflow conditions” as per IJC 
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Warm temps and local inflows resulted in increased run off Mid-march. 
 
Libby went from around 4 to 13kcfs on the March 15th,  16 kcfs on the 16th, and then 
around 9-10 kcfs for the rest of the month, increasing again in April.  
 
Lowest peak since 2004 
 
2014 peak = 1750.37 
2012 peak = 1753.78 
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