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The Role of LocalGovernment
in FloodManagement
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Sasonalflooding on the West Arm of KootenayLake
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Local Government Roles and Responsibilities

A Administration of RDCK Floodplain Management Bylaw
#2080, 2009,

A Responsibldor EmergencyManagement& Response

A Incorporating conservation values into Official Community
Plans

A Incorporating recreational values into Official Community
Plans

A Protection of RDCKowned utilities infrastructure (water
systems)
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Why Floodplain Management?
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¢ Requires minimum elevations and setbacksflood proofing

C

Identifies Alluvial Fan hazard areas

w Applies to all persons who construct on land designated as
WCEt22RLI I Ay Q

w Building permit triggers floodplain bylaw requirements
w Floodplain bylaw/maps form the foundation upon which

many land use decisions are made about how and where
communities grow, floodplain requirements are
Incorporated into:

C
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Building Bylaws

Subdivision Approvals (MOTI)
Official Community Plan
Zoning Bylaws

Emergency Planning
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History

w From the early 1980s to 1993, Flood Construction
Levels and Setbacks from the natural water line were
provided as provincial guidelines

w 1993, first RDCK Floodplain Bykaswpted which
specifies Flood Construction Levels (FCL) and Setback
requirements

w 2003 and 2004, legislative changes granted local
governments the authority to manage land use in flood
hazard areas:

¢ the removal of BC Ministry of Environment approval for
subdivisions and floodplain bylaws within flood hazard areas

¢ granting of greater authority to local governments with the
provisionthat provincial guidelines be taken into consideration
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Typical Floodplain

measured from the Natural
Boundary

w Flood Construction Levels
(FCL) are measured to the
underside of floor systems

w Unless otherwise stated all

other lakes and watercourses |

have a 15m setbaclk,5mFCL

R epresenting

Cross Section of a Typical Floodplain
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Natural Boundary

\
LEGAL DEFINITION OF NATLAAL BoUNOARY  FRom THE LAND AcT

"natural boundary" means the visible high water mark of any lake, river,

(0 Wh a‘t IS th e N atu ral stream ar other body of waier where the presence and action of the water

are so common and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to
mark onthe soil of the bed of the body of water a character distinct from that

B O u n d ary’) of its banks, in vegetation, as well as in the nature of the soil itself;

w Simply defined it is
the line along the
foreshore where the
vegetation starts to
grow
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MNATURAL TRouAdARY
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w Natural process, 7 Vaeemanes |
Occurs SIOWIy and f/\< ARCA SORJECT —To toiud Awd/oR € Ac
Imperceptlbly PERMAUENT ULPLAND VEGETATIEN .:{ RISEACED, By LACK BF PERmMOn T

REMWED BY WkD AND/OR  WAvs AcTioN UPLAND LEGETATION AWD/oR SoiL
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A Setbacks are measured from the natural boundary
A Lake levels will often rise higher than the natural boundary
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Kootenay River (Creston)

200 Year Floodplain

w Kootenay River (USA to
Kootenay Lake)
¢ Setback 30m

¢ Setback 7.5m from dikes or
any structure used for flood
protection

¢ C/[ poTddY 6mMTCcpQUL (2
poc®PpyY oOomMTCcnQU

¢ 200 year floodplain defined
¢ 356 private parcels
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