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Kootenay Systems Workshop 

 

 

 

The Role of Local Government 
in Flood Management. 

 

 

 

Presented by: Eileen Senyk, 

Planning Technician. 

 
Seasonal flooding on the West Arm of Kootenay Lake. 

Local Government & Flood Management  
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 Local Government Roles and Responsibilities 

ÅAdministration of RDCK Floodplain Management Bylaw 
#2080, 2009; 

ÅResponsible for Emergency Management & Response;  

Å Incorporating conservation values into Official Community 
Plans; 

Å Incorporating recreational values into Official Community 
Plans; 

ÅProtection of RDCK owned utilities infrastructure (water 
systems). 
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 Why Floodplain Management? 
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 RDCK Floodplain Bylaw 
 

ω Floodplain Management Bylaw No 2080, 2009 
ς Requires minimum elevations and setbacks for flood proofing 

ς Identifies Alluvial Fan hazard areas 

ω Applies to all persons who construct on land designated as 
ΨCƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴΩ 

ω Building permit triggers floodplain bylaw requirements 

ω Floodplain bylaw/maps form the foundation upon which 
many land use decisions are made about how and where 
communities grow, floodplain requirements are 
incorporated into: 
ς Building Bylaws 

ς Subdivision Approvals (MOTI) 

ς Official Community Plan 

ς Zoning Bylaws 

ς Emergency Planning 
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 History 

ω From the early 1980s to 1993, Flood Construction 
Levels and Setbacks from the natural water line were 
provided as provincial guidelines 

ω 1993, first RDCK Floodplain Bylaw adopted which 
specifies Flood Construction Levels (FCL) and Setback 
requirements 

ω 2003 and 2004, legislative changes granted local 
governments the authority to manage land use in flood 
hazard areas: 
ς the removal of BC Ministry of Environment approval for 

subdivisions and floodplain bylaws within flood hazard areas 

ς granting of greater authority to local governments with the 
provision that provincial guidelines be taken into consideration 
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 Typical Floodplain 

ω Setbacks are typically 
measured from the Natural 
Boundary  

ω Flood Construction Levels 
(FCL) are measured to the 
underside of floor systems 

ω Unless otherwise stated all 
other lakes and watercourses 
have a 15m setback, 1.5m FCL  
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 Natural Boundary 

ω What is the Natural 
Boundary?  

ω Simply defined it is 
the line along the 
foreshore where the 
vegetation starts to 
grow 

ω Natural process, 
occurs slowly and 
imperceptibly 



       

   Representing D iverse Communities in the Kootenays            www.rdck.ca 

 bŀǘǳǊŀƭ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘΩŘ 

ÅSetbacks are measured from the natural boundary 
ÅLake levels will often rise higher than the natural boundary 
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 Kootenay River (Creston) 
200 Year Floodplain 

ω Kootenay River (USA to 
Kootenay Lake) 

ς Setback 30m 

ς Setback 7.5m from dikes or 
any structure used for flood 
protection 

ς C/[ ротΦфƳ όмтсрΩύ ǘƻ 
росΦрƳ όмтслΩύ  

ς 200 year floodplain defined 

ς 356 private parcels 


