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• SRT: BPA, USACE, 5 Tribal representatives representing 
15 Tribes, federal agencies (NMFS, USFWS, BOR, BLM, 
EPA, USFS, USGS, BIA, NPS), state representatives from 
ORE, WA, MT, ID 
• Listening sessions directed at the public, held in several 
towns and cities in the relevant states.  
• Stakeholder outreach included navigation sector, 
irrigation/agriculture sector, power sector, ENGOs. 
• Circ 175 – standard process closed to relevant federal 
departments, leading to recommendations to State 
Department for a negotiating mandate – signed off 
October 7th by the Undersecretary of State.  
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• Shared benefits include : ecosystem, hydropower, and 
flood risk management, as well as water supply, 
recreation, navigation, and other pertinent benefits and 
uses 
• Comparison to no Treaty as opposed to no dams and 
reservoirs – an important distinction 
• The third principle is confusing as the Treaty has no end 
date therefore the duration is evergreen as long as the 10 
year termination notice is not served: however the 
intention is sound. 
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• Measurable outcome to the extent practicable.  
• US desire is to incorporate NTSA into the Treaty 
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• Climate change strategy should be “resilient, adaptable, 
flexible, and timely as conditions warrant”. Challenge is to 
define such a strategy.  
• There is discussion in the US between costs borne by 
ratepayers versus taxpayers 
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• US maintains that incremental power from the Treaty is not 
fully realised. BC maintains that the Canadian Entitlement 
(CE) is tied to planned Treaty operations that are designed to 
maximum power production; if US choses to re-regulate for 
other purposes BC should not be penalized and CE should not 
be reduced.  
• "Aspects of Delivery Agreement“ means a) when the CE is 
returned to BC/scheduling and b) requirement to return CE 
via transmission line to Oliver 
• 3. describes key power industry concerns: lost revenue, 
system reliability, loss-of-load probability, carbon emissions, 
renewable resource integration, shifts in streamflow quantity 
and timing due to climate change. 
• 4. is about capacity to meet peak load. 
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• 1. indicates no increase in flood risk compared to 
current. 
• 2. suggests maintaining the current flood risk in US 
through coordinated  and planned operations with BC.  
• 3. reflects disagreement between Canadian and US 
Entities on interpretation of called Upon Treaty 
provisions. BC disagrees with US assumptions that:  CU 
would apply only when all available Canadian power 
storage is used; that US reservoirs would use current SRD 
– that is not effective use; that effective use would apply 
to only 8 authorized reservoirs.  
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• 4. Compensation will be negotiated, not determined by 
US. 
• 5. New provision to deal with extreme events (e.g 1997 
Willamette flooding, 2013 extreme rain on snow event). 
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• 3.  Place holder for climate change effects on fish 
populations. 
• 4. Incremental program starting with reconnaissance; 
measures at federal installations such as Chief Joseph and 
Grand Coulee Dams would require congressional approval 
and funding. 
• 5. There are still unresolved issues for BC regarding 
Libby Dam operations. 
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• Water supply in US will also be negatively impacted by 
climate change –  reduced snow pack, earlier snow melt 
and  lower flows in summer/early fall. 
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•US government has now made a decision to negotiate 
changes to the Treaty; negotiating mandate “informed” 
by the regional recommendations. 
• Not certain what “other options” may entail. 
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• Process and timing to undertake domestic issues undefined.  
• A number of Tribes and stakeholders believe USACE should accept 
greater flood risk and allow low level flooding to benefit floodplain 
ecosystems.  
• Process to develop a plan to implement modern treaty post-2024 
including any new ecosystem-based function, flood risk management, 
hydropower provisions. 
•  To advance selective flood plain reconnection for the purpose of 
achieving additional benefits from a modernized Treaty, in conjunction 
with Tribes, feds, states, NWPCC and NOAA. 
• To establish a domestic advisory mechanism to assist, inform, and advise 
the Department of State in the negotiations. 
• Entity composition to be reviewed to be best suited to implement Treaty 
post-2024. 
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