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Okanagan (Syilx) Nation 
Revitalization of an Okanagan 
Fishery & the Salmon People 

 
 

Seven member band communities: 
1. Osoyoos Indian Band 
2. Penticton Indian Band 
3. Westbank First Nation 
4. Okanagan Indian Band 
5. Upper Nicola Band 
6. Lower Similkameen Band 
7. Upper Similkameen Band, and 

 
8. Colville Confederated Tribes 

(USA) 
 
 

The Okanagan People Today 



·Okanagans are a Non-treaty First Nation and as such have not 
surrendered its Title and Rights interests on its (69,000km2) 
Territory 

·The CCT in the US formally re-joined the ONA and the CEC in 
2010 

·The CEC is the elected political decision making governing body 

·          ONA is the administrative and technical arm of the Nation 

·                        ONA has five departments and over 100 f/t staff 

·                  One of the largest Fisheries departments in BC -- 
bigger  than DFO-BC Region and the BC FLNRO/MOE fisheries 
combined 

Okanagan Title and Rights 



Okanagans / Sinixts  

Å Sinixts original inhabitants of the 
Arrow Lakes 

Å Okanagans (Syilx) and the Sinixts 
- same Insyilchen speaking 
peoples 

Å 19th C. Small pox and miners 
devastated Sinixts populations 

Å By 1960s most of Sinixts 
population abandoned last West 
Kootenay reserves 

Å Federal Government declared 
Sinixts Extinct in 1959 

Å Yet Up to 8,000 Sinixts 
descendents reside primarily at 
CCT and the ONA, and in other 
neighbouring First Nations 

Å First Nations still use and access 
region ς practice rights regularly 
 



·Okanagans are a Salmon People  

·Columbia River is the main artery of the nation delivering 
salmon and as historical corridor ς Okanagan River is a 
tributary of the Columbia River 

·  Industrialization and CRT devastated region and Salmon   

·  First Nations had no involvement in CRT ς despite letters  

·  Massive impacts from CRT flooded lands/ fisheries and erosion  

·  Okanagan System is a tributary 

 

Columbia River as a Life Force 



A WAY OF LIFE  

  
5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ wΦ IǳŘǎƻƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ hƪŀƴŀƎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣέ ƛƴ WŜŀƴ ²ŜōōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
the 9ƴΩƻǿƪƛƴ Centre, eds., Okanagan Sources. Penticton: Theytus Books, 1990, p. 57. 

 

 ά¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
for many of the 

Okanagan groups 
was fish, especially 

ǎŀƭƳƻƴΦέ 



άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Syilx consumed four or five 
ǘƛƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŀƭƳƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦέ 

 

Marlowe Sam, 2008. Okanagan Water Systems: A Historical Retrospect of Control, Dominance, 
and Change. Masters Thesis, University of British Columbia Okanagan, p. 23. 

 



FISHING 

άThe Indians at Okanagan have a very 
clever way of catching the ǎŀƭƳƻƴΧΦ 

They make an artificial leap of wicker 
work right across the river over which 

the fish jump only to tumble into a 
basket on ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΦέ 

 

Surveyor Charles Wilson, August 12, 1860 (quoted in 
Hudson, 1990, p. 59) 



TIME-HONORED CEREMONY 
ά{ŀƭƳƻƴ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
Salmon Chief who directed the 
construction of the traps and weirs 
and performed a ceremony to mark 
the capture of the first salmon. ΧǘƘŜ 
First Salmon Ceremony symbolized 
the dependence on the salmon and 
the need to maintain a proper 
relationship with this renewable 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦέ  

Douglas wΦ IǳŘǎƻƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ hƪŀƴŀƎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣέ 
in Jean Webber and the 9ƴΩƻǿƪƛƴ Centre, eds., Okanagan Sources. 
Penticton: Theytus Books, 1990, p. 59. 



TRADING CENTRE 
ά¢ƘŜ {ȅƛƭȄ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ǎƻǳǘƘ 

as the Walula (Snake River confluence), to the 
Thompson country in the north, to the west the 
Pacific Coast and extended to the Plains country 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΦέ  

 

  Marlowe Sam, 2008. Okanagan Water Systems: A 
   Historical Retrospect of Control, Dominance, 

  and Change. Masters Thesis, University of British 
Columbia Okanagan, p. 23. 

 


