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Anti-Racism Data Committee Meeting Report  
Inaugural Meeting 

October 13, 2022   •   9:00AM – 4:30PM 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Attendees: 

Chair Dr. June Francis (Virtual) 
Members Shirley Chau, Donald Corrigal, Marion Erickson, Daljit Gill-Badesha, 

Jessica Guss, Ellen Kim, Zareen Naqvi, Smith Oduro-Marfo, Jacqueline 
Quinless, and Sukhi Sandhu. 

Ex Officio Hayden Lansdell, Assistant Deputy Minister and Director of Statistics 
Roland Best, Executive Director, Multiculturalism and Anti-Racism Branch 

Guests Elder Deborah Baker 
Honourable Lisa Beare, Minister of Citizens’ Services 
Rachna Singh, Parliamentary Secretary for Anti-Racism Initiatives  
Kasari Govender, B.C. Human Rights Commissioner  
Karla Helgason, Director of Indigenous Data Governance, BC Stats 

Secretariat Jenny Romero, Director of Strategic Policy  
Emily Bruce, Manager of Policy & Legislation 

 
Meeting goals:  

• Enable a space for the members of the committee to meet each other and meet 
government staff 

• Provide a common understanding of the Anti-Racism Data Act (ARDA), purpose of 
the Anti-Racism Data Committee (ARdC), timelines, and deliverables as well as 
progress on implementation 

• Begin the conversation on cultural safety and applying it to the work of the ARdC 
 
ARdC commencement, welcoming remarks and introductory information 

• Opening prayer by Elder Deborah Baker 
• Welcome remarks from Parliamentary Secretary Singh, Minister Beare, and Dr. June 

Francis 
• Icebreaker for committee members to introduce themselves and what they bring 

to the committee 
• Presentation from Hayden Lansdell: How Data is Used and Managed in the 

Government of British Columbia and Anti-Racism Data Legislation: How it was built; 
what does it do 

o Myths and realities of data in government 
o Consultation, involvement and collaboration: what we heard during 

engagement on the legislation 
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o ARDA Implementation – voluntary population survey which will collect 
demographic information to help identify and eliminate systemic racism 

▪ The collected data will be linked with existing program data and used 
to analyze inequalities 

• Remarks from B.C.’s Human Rights Commissioner, Kasari Govender to outline the 
recommendations from the Commissioner’s report, The Grandmother Perspective, 
along with insights gained through their engagements 

o Background of the report and lessons learned since its release  
• Presentation from Dr June Francis: Purpose, broad goals and key deliverables of 

the ARdC 
o Goals, scope of work and legislative commitments 
o How we work: principles, Terms of Reference and cultural safety  

Cultural safety discussion 

ARDA is grounded in the need to consider cultural safety, but it is not defined in the 
legislation to enable racialized communities and Indigenous Peoples to develop a 
meaningful definition. The committee had an open discussion on cultural safety to seek 
input on how the committee will work in a culturally safe way, as well as starting to 
consider what broader government direction on cultural safety could look like. The 
discussion focused on 4 main questions: 

• What does cultural safety mean to you? (Individual reflection) 
• How can we embed cultural safety into the ground-rules of our group? 
• How do we approach cultural safety in a way that is inclusive to diverse cultures 

and groups of people? 
• If there are environments in your life where you feel culturally safe, what makes it 

feel that way? 

The committee discussion included themes such as allowing people to be their authentic 
selves, cultural humility being a part of the process that leads to cultural safety, and 
respectful engagement that recognizes and strives to address power imbalances. 

Items carried forward 

Cultural safety 

• Continue discussion on cultural safety  
• ARdC secretariat will compile the information from the discussion and propose to 

the committee options for cultural safety guidance. The committee will provide 
feedback and direction on implementation of cultural safety guidance.    

 

https://bchumanrights.ca/publications/datacollection/
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Demographic survey  

• Committee expressed interest in understanding more about the survey and their 
role in its development and deployment 

• Secretariat to prepare background information on the survey and prepare for a 
working session with the committee  

Community engagement for the development of the ARDA 

• Committee expressed interest in learning about the community engagement that 
took place for the development of the ARDA 

• Secretariat to prepare background information on how engagement activities led 
to the legislation and to current priorities 

• Secretariat to send the committee the policing reform report which was referenced 
the B.C. Human Rights Commissioner’s remarks, as well as the “What we heard” 
engagement reports from the ARDA engagement 

Topics for next meeting  

• Cultural safety  
• Demographic survey  

 

https://bchumanrights.ca/wp-content/uploads/BCOHRC_Nov2021_SCORPA_Equity-is-safer.pdf
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/antiracism/reports/

