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From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 10:44:49 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 11:44
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.64.132]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 11:19:37 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 12:19
Submitted by anonymous user: [66.183.189.216]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
I a, yours sincerely
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 3:57:57 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 16:57
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.155.158.253]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 4:08:47 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 17:08
Submitted by anonymous user: [67.142.168.25]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 4:49:40 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 17:49
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.98.95]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 5:34:11 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 18:34
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.235.36]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I agree with the following points to take clear, proactive measures to
protect British Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following
changes must be incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger,
more efficient and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Business water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that
private industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 5:39:13 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 18:39
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.141.62.127]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 6:31:24 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 19:31
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.200.147.190]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 6:50:48 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 19:50
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.92.106]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:02:59 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 20:02
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.154.250.6]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:03:18 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 20:03
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.214.187]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

PLEASE protect British Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the
following changes must be incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be
stronger, more efficient and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the
future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thanks.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:13:25 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 20:13
Submitted by anonymous user: [99.199.60.63]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:59:23 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 20:59
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.102.226.208]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
As 1 completely concur with all the above, | thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 8:29:46 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 21:29
Submitted by anonymous user: [68.144.97.20]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 9:14:59 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 22:14
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.197.55]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
Our water systems should not be tampered with. We must learn to live with in
the means of this very generous earth. Water will be a priority very soon.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 10:16:02 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 23:16
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.157.55]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

I am sick of the BC lieberals ideological policies. It is time to develop
policies that put the environment and the citizens of BC first and your
corporate sponsors last. Stop the sell out of BC to the private sector NOW !

Regards,
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 11:01:56 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 00:01
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.192.199]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 12:00:31 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 01:00
Submitted by anonymous user: [173.180.16.182]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 5:24:04 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 06:24
Submitted by anonymous user: [142.162.27.234]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

The following initiatives and proactive measures must be in place with
respect to British Columbia’s water resources. The following changes are
imperative for the Water Act to enable it to be effective at securing BC’s
water needs for the future and to address the needs of the citizens of this
province:

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Water is precious and is the gift or life...lets treat it as such.
Kindest Regards,
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 6:07:07 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 07:07
Submitted by anonymous user: [209.52.94.238]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 6:35:20 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 07:35
Submitted by anonymous user: [74.56.180.20]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 6:50:06 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 07:50
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.254.58]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 7:00:15 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 08:00
Submitted by anonymous user: [74.15.222.87]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 7:34:50 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 08:34
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.241.11]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 7:36:44 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 08:36
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.212.27]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 7:38:24 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 08:38
Submitted by anonymous user: [64.141.73.7]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

Regards,
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:09:23 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 09:09
Submitted by anonymous user: [209.53.189.145]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment. All sources of clean water need to be
protected by everyone.
kind regards,

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:10:42 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 09:10
Submitted by anonymous user: [209.53.189.145]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment. All sources of clean water need to be
protected!
Kind regards,

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:22:54 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 09:22
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.197.7]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:28:32 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 09:28
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.96.47]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:34:07 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 09:34
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.102.226.133]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 9:11:57 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 10:11
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.201.111]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing in regards to the Water Act''Modernization!" If this is truly an
improvement', recognizing that water may ultimately the most valued resource
in the world..._that no one can live without and B.C. has a PRESENT abundance
of, then great!! But if this is another undercover operation to sell a "human
right access resource', degrade water as a secondary consideration to
resource extraction,(Forestry and mining), then passing of such an important
bill should be delayed until there has been proper time for public imput!!

British Columbia’s water resources are held in the public trust, not
corporations, or for sale, or stolen through the Columbia River, etc. Things
like Site C...show such little foresight!! When we sell our electricity, and
water as a byproduct, to the U.S., we are setting a dangerous prescedent that
this access is in perpetuity, regardless of our own future needs!! When the
U.S. doesn"t get resources it wants, it takes by force...even from
“"friends!!"

Here are the proposed changes to the Water Act enabling it to be stronger,
more efficient and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don”t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.

Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the





Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 9:53:28 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 10:53
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.214.79]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:00:21 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 11:00
Submitted by anonymous user: [204.244.212.151]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:01:15 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 11:01
Submitted by anonymous user: [204.244.212.151]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:03:09 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 11:03
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.71.33]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:39:00 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 11:39
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.132.215]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
Once our streams and rivers are utilized for profit there will be no
replacing our natural beauty spots. Every area of B.C.has its special
attractions which can be locally protected and appreciated.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:45:20 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 11:45
Submitted by anonymous user: [142.26.62.44]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:52:23 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 11:52
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.154.251.163]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:57:42 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 11:57
Submitted by anonymous user: [205.193.82.252]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
in addition to the form letter- I would like to add that the water act should
include something on glacier melt. Decadal landsat immagery on glaciers in
the coast, the Columbias, and the Rockies indicate that glaciers are
shrinking in size. Mass balance measurement are able to determine the volume
glaciers are loosing on an annual basis - i.e. the Illecillewaet Glacier in
Glacier National Park BC lost the equivalent of 4400 olympic size swimming
pools in 2009. Snowpack over the past 10 years has declined. As our glaciers
in BC shrink , we will no longer have plentiful sources of water,
particularily in the summer months when glacier melt is sometimes the only
water source for hydro electirc power production. 1 would advocate protection
of headwaters-including glaciers, in the new water plan.

Also- what about logging official opposition to Schedule Two of mining
effluent regulations under the Fisheries Act (2002), which allows mines to
turn fish-bearing fresh water lakes into tailings ponds? What can the new act
introduce that counters mis-use of public natural resources?

Thanks very much

***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 11:14:46 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 12:14
Submitted by anonymous user: [64.141.119.197]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 11:36:28 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 12:36
Submitted by anonymous user: [70.77.217.138]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 11:42:52 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 12:42
Submitted by anonymous user: [154.5.18.164]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

My name is Sonja Podstawskyj and I live in Nelson, BC. 1 live very close to
Kootenay Lake and feel so immensely blessed to have access to clean water. |
have travelled to South America, Asia and India and 1 have seen how rare
fresh, clean water is and how we take this for granted in Canada. We have
come to expect it, but if we don"t care for it, | can see how quickly we will
decimate it.

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.





- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 12:15:36 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 13:15
Submitted by anonymous user: [64.114.174.158]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 12:19:53 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 13:19
Submitted by anonymous user: [209.89.131.163]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 12:36:32 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 13:36
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.104.166]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
Water is and will continue to be our important resource. Please, for our sake
and the sake of our future generations, protect this resource.

Yours truly
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 1:28:40 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 14:28
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.85.51]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 1:42:42 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 14:42
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.69.202]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 2:28:22 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 15:28
Submitted by anonymous user: [66.244.247.204]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 3:46:02 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 16:46
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.86.208]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 4:03:21 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 17:03
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.232.35]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 4:35:58 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 17:35
Submitted by anonymous user: [142.179.74.86]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 4:36:54 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 17:36
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.131.212]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 4:55:03 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 17:55
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.193.59]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 4:57:07 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 17:57
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.198.34]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 5:51:00 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 18:51
Submitted by anonymous user: [95.120.84.53]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

Regards ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 7:38:17 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 20:38
Submitted by anonymous user: [69.168.144.133]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources.

Most rural people in BC drink groundwater. There needs to be protection for
this groundwater. Cities should not be able to dump any sewage to ground.

1 think that the following changes must be incorporated into the Water Act
enabling it to be stronger, more efficient and effective at securing BC’s
water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.





- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:14:49 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 21:14
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.102.200.141]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:33:54 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 21:33
Submitted by anonymous user: [154.11.37.172]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
This letter succinctly expresses my concerns. Water is the most important
substance on our earth.
Please help us take care of it properly and with great foresight.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 9:10:52 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 22:10
Submitted by anonymous user: [142.179.75.1]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 9:57:57 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 22:57
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.232.35]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:35:25 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 23:35
Submitted by anonymous user: [70.77.131.90]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 10:40:17 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/30/2010 - 23:40
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.239.204]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

Sincerely
a very concerned citizen

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 8:28:25 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 21:28
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.200.147.147]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
Sincerely,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 8:28:54 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 21:28
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.245.186]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 8:44:25 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 21:44
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.192.124]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 8:52:27 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 21:52
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.145.216]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 9:05:23 PM
To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Water Act Modernization

Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen, business person, and local government
elected official, to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 would like to see the following changes incorporated
into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient and effective at
securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

* The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.
* The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines

what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect stream,
ecosystem or watershed health.

* Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.
* Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional

or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.
* The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.

Goal 2: Water Governance

* The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the Drinking
Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others. There must
be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

* The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not political
boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where the water is
actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in the decision making
process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with multi-stakeholder
involvement and adequate funding in place for board members with no government
downloading.

* Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.
* Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to

have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

* Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private

industry can’t hold onto water rights.

* We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses, such
as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses and lawns.
* First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

* The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including

an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and domestic
needs.





Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

* Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.
* OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to

pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much groundwater
they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for this
modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack of public
input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. |1 also ask that there
be a clear commitment from the province for funding the implementation of Water
Act changes.

Sincerely,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 9:12:11 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 22:12
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.69.182.7]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 9:16:18 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 22:16
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.128.71]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 10:36:41 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 23:36
Submitted by anonymous user: [173.183.94.178]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 11:19:12 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 00:19
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.108.224.166]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 1:38:26 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 02:38
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.102.131.48]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 4:37:37 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 05:37
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.195.160]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 6:06:07 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 07:06
Submitted by anonymous user: [208.114.132.25]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 6:26:51 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 07:26
Submitted by anonymous user: [65.38.34.253]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Comments:
Dear Minister Penner
Re; BC"s Water Act.
I am glad that the Water Act is being re-visited, and that now the
oppurtunity arises to alter some of it"s mandate and definitions in light of
modern knowledge.

The new reworded act must address the following:

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.





- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you .

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 6:46:37 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 07:46
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.154.250.213]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:16:18 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 08:16
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.137.72.17]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:24:12 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 08:24
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.150.252]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:28:34 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 08:28
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.23.143]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:32:00 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 08:32
Submitted by anonymous user: [66.183.122.156]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 7:52:47 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 08:52
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.86.118.124]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 8:07:45 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 09:07
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.132.223]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 8:09:27 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 09:09
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.132.223]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 8:17:19 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 09:17
Submitted by anonymous user: [204.244.154.92]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 8:37:52 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 09:37
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.67.14]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 8:43:03 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 09:43
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.145.192]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
This generation needs to act now. It is our water and we need to be able to
manage it as a people. Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 8:44:33 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 09:44
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.214.193]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
All of the above is respectfully submitted.
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 9:06:00 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 10:06
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.199.154]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 9:10:36 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 10:10
Submitted by anonymous user: [66.183.250.194]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 9:58:38 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 10:58
Submitted by anonymous user: [69.168.144.147]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 10:03:21 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 11:03
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.190.73]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 10:08:21 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 11:08
Submitted by user: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. | think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 10:19:19 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 11:19
Submitted by anonymous user: [142.26.62.42]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comments.
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 10:22:03 AM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/29/2010 - 11:22
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.215.198]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:59:21 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:59
Submitted by anonymous user: [71.169.47.229]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:15:34 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:15
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.23.87]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:16:16 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:16
Submitted by anonymous user: [209.53.254.97]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:22:40 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:22
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.149.160]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:25:14 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:25
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.194.33]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing this letter in an effort to strongly encourage you to take
clear, proactive measures to protect British Columbia’s water resources
during the modernization of BCs water act. 1 think that the following changes
must be incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more
efficient and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:27:39 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:27
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.2.99]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:41:53 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:41
Submitted by anonymous user: [205.250.200.56]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:45:34 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:45
Submitted by anonymous user: [72.45.107.146]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 5:58:27 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 18:58
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.195.159]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:02:04 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:02
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.121.116]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:03:50 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:03
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.146.247]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:04:03 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:04
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.123.152]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:15:30 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:15
Submitted by anonymous user: [189.226.217.130]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:25:41 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:25
Submitted by anonymous user: [210.17.175.162]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I live in Cranbrook B.C. but also work in Hong Kong. In Asia we are at the
epicentre of poor planning and bad water management by intelligent and often
western educated government officials. However, commercial concerns have
blinded them to the realities and implications of these decisions.

I am very aware of the wetlands in and around Cranbrook and how fragile our
water situation is. So I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive
measures to protect British Columbia’s water resources. | think that the
following changes must be incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be
stronger, more efficient and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the
future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.





- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
I realize there are complex factors at play, but thank you for considering my
comments on these important matters upon which you are making decisions that
will have far-reaching implications for B.C.

YOurs,
***pERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:27:53 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:27
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.158.159.110]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
As you likely see, this is indeed a generic letter, but having researched and
read through it, I agree in full with the author and attach my personal name
to it. Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:37:35 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:37
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.246.250]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 6:45:55 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 19:45
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.102.201.89]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board
members, with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In the West Kootenay, there long have been controversies over the issue of
logging development in existing watersheds under residents®™ water licenses,
to the prejudice of the latter. In the Slocan Valley, in particular, domestic
water has been fouled & watersheds have been subject to serious landslips,
with uncompensated physical damage to homes, as a result of negligent logging
road construction. This must end.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

Sincerely,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:01:43 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:01
Submitted by anonymous user: [66.183.126.126]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:11:58 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:11
Submitted by anonymous user: [161.184.48.182]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

Sincerely yours,
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:16:03 PM
To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Water Act comments

Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. | think that the following changes must be incorporated
into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient and effective at
securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

* The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.
* The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines

what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect stream,
ecosystem or watershed health.

* Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.
* Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional

or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.
* The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.

Goal 2: Water Governance

* The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the Drinking
Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others. There must
be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
polltlcal boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where the
water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in the decision
making process. 1 would like to see Regional Water Boards with multi-stakeholder
involvement and adequate funding in place for board members with no government
downloading.

Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies
to have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

* Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private

industry can’t hold onto water rights.

* We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses, such
as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses and lawns.
* First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

* The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including

an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and domestic
needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

* Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.
* OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to

pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much groundwater
they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for this
modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack of public
input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask that there
be a clear commitment from the province for funding the implementation of Water
Act changes.

Sincerely,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:17:35 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:17
Submitted by anonymous user: [99.199.59.8]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:27:48 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:27
Submitted by anonymous user: [96.50.104.11]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
I have been around for 75 years and know how precious our water has become.
Without pure water we all die, that means me and all you government people...
THINK 11
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:35:05 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:35
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.209.67]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:35:53 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:35
Submitted by anonymous user: [173.32.33.73]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:37:24 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:37
Submitted by anonymous user: [204.174.35.37]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:43:24 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:43
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.82.254]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:49:59 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:49
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.215.221]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I WOULD LIKE TO ADD PERSONAL NOTE. WATER WILL BE THE MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE
IN THE FUTURE IF IT ISN"T NOW. HOW ABOUT "THE BEST WATER ON EARTH"

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.





- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

THANKS AGAIN,
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:57:49 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 20:57
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.6.18.85]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 7:59:22 PM
To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Water act

April 28, 2010
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,
Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia”s water resources. I think that the following changes must be incorporated
into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient and effective at
securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

* The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

* The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect stream,
ecosystem or watershed health.

* Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

* Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

* The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

* The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the Drinking
Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others. There must
be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

* *****The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not political
boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where the water is
actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in the decision making
process. I would like to see Regional Water Boards with multi-stakeholder
involvement and adequate funding in place for board members with no government
downloading.

* *x*+**Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

* *****Bjll 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies
to have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation





* Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

* We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses, such
as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses and lawns.

* First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

* The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and domestic
needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

* Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

* Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much groundwater
they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for this
modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack of public
input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask that there be
a clear commitment from the province for funding the implementation of Water Act
changes.

Sincerely,
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 8:14:26 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 21:14
Submitted by anonymous user: [154.5.31.96]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 8:21:47 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 21:21
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.67.202.241]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 8:23:23 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 21:23
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.20.29]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
***pPERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 2:11:42 PM
To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Water Act Modernization

Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. I think that the following changes must be incorporated
into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient and effective at
securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

* The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.
* The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines

what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect stream,
ecosystem or watershed health.

* Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.
* Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional

or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don”t comply with RAR legislation.
* The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.

Goal 2: Water Governance

* The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the Drinking
Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others. There must
be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where the
water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in the decision
making process. 1 would like to see Regional Water Boards with multi-stakeholder
involvement and adequate funding in place for board members with no government
downloading.

Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies
to have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

* Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private

industry can’t hold onto water rights.

* We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses, such
as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses and lawns.
* First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

* The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including

an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and domestic
needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

* Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.
* Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to

pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much groundwater
they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for this
modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack of public
input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. | also ask that there
be a clear commitment from the province for funding the implementation of Water
Act changes.

Sincerely,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 2:35:18 PM
To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: concerns re the new Water Act

Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. | think that the following changes must be incorporated
into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient and effective at
securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect stream,
ecosystem or watershed health.

Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under
regional or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.

Goal 2: Water Governance

The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the Drinking
Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others. There must
be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where the
water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in the decision
making process. 1 would like to see Regional Water Boards with multi-stakeholder
involvement and adequate funding in place for board members with no government
downloading.

Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.





Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies
to have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses and
lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under
low flow conditions and this must be enforced.

The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and domestic
needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large” must be clearly defined.

OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much groundwater
they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for this
modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack of public
input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask that there
be a clear commitment from the province for funding the implementation of Water
Act changes.

Sincerely,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:04:01 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:04
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.194.217]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:05:26 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:05
Submitted by anonymous user: [99.199.60.217]

Submitted values are:

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. | think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:06:30 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:06
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.196.20]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. | think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

Sincerely,
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:09:10 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:09
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.34.166.132]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:12:09 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:12
Submitted by anonymous user: [72.25.192.4]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
Sincerely,
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:12:29 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:12
Submitted by anonymous user: [192.48.179.6]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:15:02 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:15
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.15.166]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:15:05 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:15
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.155.158.34]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:15:06 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:15
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.124.241]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:15:20 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:15
Submitted by anonymous user: [216.232.182.141]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comments.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:16:20 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:16
Submitted by anonymous user: [72.25.192.4]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:16:36 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:16
Submitted by anonymous user: [206.47.78.150]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:19:27 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:19
Submitted by user: admin [207.216.207.41]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:

Thank you for considering my comment. | sincerely hope that BC will take
action to help protect our water and ensure that it is used responsibly.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:22:13 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:22
Submitted by anonymous user: [70.30.96.186]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:22:32 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:22
Submitted by anonymous user: [69.168.144.135]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

Water is to our planet as blood is to our bodies.

We die a premature death when our blood is not valued and when we allow It to
stagnate or be palluted. So too with the waters of our planet earth. We
need to keep it healthy.

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don”t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.





- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.

Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- OF particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Please value the waters of our planet like you would the blood in your body.
We count on you to serve us and our planet with the greatest of respect.

With gratitude,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:23:25 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:23
Submitted by anonymous user: [70.30.96.186]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:26:54 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:26
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.123.149]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education around
water conservation.

Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not political
boundaries. Management and planning should happen closer to where the water
is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in the decision
making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses, such
as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses and
lawns.

First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including an
assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and domestic
needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to pay
for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much groundwater
they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comments.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:30:03 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:30
Submitted by user: admin [24.66.209.87]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:33:07 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:33
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.245.223]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From:***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:41:20 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:41
Submitted by anonymous user: [24.66.14.156]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:41:25 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:41
Submitted by anonymous user: [154.5.16.18]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:41:26 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:41
Submitted by anonymous user: [154.5.78.49]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:43:30 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:43
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.155.158.34]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
This may be an e-mail, but it accurately reflects my opinion as a voter and a
citizen of our province. Surely we are in an age where we have to take care
of our resources in a manner that is truly sustainable. The old, cut and run
policies of the past, which treats nature as if it Is an endless supply of
materials that we get for "free'" should no longer hold sway.

BC CAN be a place where sustainable practices are put in place and followed -
if not here, where?

Regards,

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:44:28 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:44
Submitted by anonymous user: [208.181.205.34]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British Columbia’s
water resources. The following changes must be incorporated into the Water
Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient and effective at securing
BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1
absolutely INSIST that there be a clear commitment from this government for
adequate funding of the implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Please consider my comments--if not for yourselves but your childrens®™ future
and the survival of the ecosystems in which they will have to survive in.
Do not be self-centred, selfish and myopic.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:45:48 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:45
Submitted by anonymous user: [69.168.144.144]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:45:58 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:45
Submitted by anonymous user: [204.191.166.161]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:

The last thing 1 would like to see is no more building of dams and a
government commitment to restore rivers and take other dams down.

Thank you, ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:49:25 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:49
Submitted by anonymous user: [142.179.29.82]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
Regards, ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:52:46 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:52
Submitted by anonymous user: [207.216.73.221]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:

Thank you for considering my comment. Your grand children will thank you even
more for your actions.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:58:46 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:58
Submitted by anonymous user: [75.157.90.183]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing:
Thank you for considering my comment.
We must do everything in our power to protect this vital resource, and make
good decisions about water today.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***






From: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 4:59:00 PM

To: Living Water Smart ENV:EX

Subject: Re: Water Act Modernization- Discussion Paper Feedback

Submitted on 04/28/2010 - 17:59
Submitted by anonymous user: [154.5.185.50]

Submitted values are:

Postal Code: ***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***
Comments:
Dear Minister Penner and the Living Water Smart Team,

I am writing to urge you to take clear, proactive measures to protect British
Columbia’s water resources. 1 think that the following changes must be
incorporated into the Water Act enabling it to be stronger, more efficient
and effective at securing BC’s water needs for the future.

Goal 1: Protecting Stream Health and Aquatic Environments

- The precautionary principle must be applied to the Water Act to protect
ecosystem and watershed health.

- The Water Act must be the overriding piece of legislation that determines
what is able to occur in watersheds. Currently the Act does not protect
stream, ecosystem or watershed health.

- Government needs systems in place for accountability and for education
around water conservation.

- Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) assessments must be conducted under regional
or municipal legislation. There should be a penalty in place for regional
districts/municipalities that don’t comply with RAR legislation.

- The Water Act needs to recognize wetlands and their critical processes.
Goal 2: Water Governance

- The Water Act must inform, interact and be inclusive of all functions and
levels of government, including other pieces of legislation such as the
Drinking Water Protection Act, the Land Act, the Fisheries Act, among others.
There must be a holistic approach to ecosystem management.

- The Act needs to be built around logical watershed boundaries, not
political boundaries. Management and planning needs to happen closer to where
the water is actually being used, with meaningful community involvement in
the decision making process. | would like to see Regional Water Boards with
multi-stakeholder involvement and adequate funding in place for board members
with no government downloading.

- Community relationships that have already been established around water
issues need to be leveraged for water allocation decisions.

- Bill 30 rulings need to be reversed, allowing local governmental bodies to
have meaningful input.





Goal 3: Flexibility and Efficiency in Allocation

- Water license applications need to have an expiry date, so that private
industry can’t hold onto water rights.

- We must have a licensing/permitting system that prioritizes water uses,
such as ecosystem and domestic uses above irrigation uses for golf courses
and lawns.

- First in Time, First in Rights system needs to have restrictions under low
flow conditions and this must be enforced.

- The impacts of climate change must be taken into consideration, including
an assessment of how it will impact the ability to meet ecosystem and
domestic needs.

Goal 4: Groundwater Extraction

- Groundwater extraction and use must be regulated for all large withdrawals
and the word “large’ must be clearly defined.

- Of particular importance, Oil and Gas exploration companies must have to
pay for all water uses and must be responsible for tracking how much
groundwater they extract and use.

In addition, it is essential that the public be involved at all levels for
this modernization process as it moves forward. Currently, there is a lack
of public input opportunities beyond this initial comment period. 1 also ask
that there be a clear commitment from the province for funding the
implementation of Water Act changes.

In Closing: Thank you for considering my comment.

***PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS REMOVED***





