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* - Water Act Modernlzatlon Subm;ssaon S
Ministry of Environment
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" Victoria, BC V8W 9M2

: Re: -Wate_i' Act Modernization Discussion Paper-Comments

" Thank you for hosting the Water Act MOdermzatloanrks’hOps and providing the opportunity for
- stakeholders to submit thelr comments and concerns as. part of the process for modemlzing the _
‘Water Act. o :

Please accept this Ietter as the SCRD's formal response, outlining the Board's collective
comments and concerns on the goals and objectives presented in the Water Act Modernization

Discussion Paper. The comments and concerns expressed in this letter begin with a comment
. on the overall approach to modernizing the Water Act followed by comments specmc to certatn
S Objectzves frcm Goals outlmed in the Dlscussmn Paper . _

- COMMENTS AND C_ONCERNS - |
Holistic Approach - One -W_eter Act

The SCRD is encouraging that a holistic approach to managing our water resources be
considered in this modernization process through the development of a smgte Water Act,
Ideally, a single Water Act will promote consistency-in watershed management and recognize

- the various Uses, sources, and impacts relating to water resource management In addition to
~one Act for governing fresh water resources, the SCRD s also encouraging that the Province
- recognizes the one Water Act as the overriding priority in the hierarchy of Provincial Acts.
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o= "-.Comments and COncerns on the Objectwes from the Goals outlmed in the Water
" _Modermzatron Dlscuss:on Paper R . |

Goal 1. Objectlve One: Envrronmentai flows are consrdered 1n alt water atlocation', 3
decrsrons tc protect stream health S SR ’

0 Enwronmentai ftows should mclude att of the water in the watershed and the;- C

Lol Water cycle (surface flow, sub-surface flow, atmosphenc etc.). - y
ol . Protecting. stream healith- should be expanded to' protecting watershed heaith

~whetre the precautronary prmclple is the undertylng pnnczple m water allocatlon

declsrons and actlvrty in watersheds

e 'Goal 1. Objectrve TWO Watershed- based atlocatron plans rnclude enwronmental flow o

:needs and the water avarlable for consumptlve use..

| o Envrronmental flow needs should encompass more than just surface ftow
o Source protect[on should be lncorporated rnto thrs objective :

e Goal 2, Objectlves One and Two Governance roles and aocountabrl;tres are clanfred in- -
~* "relation to the allocation of water and the protection of stream health; and Governance
; ]arrangements are flexable and responslve to future needs and values REN _ o

o Local governments need control over managmg the watersheds The new

, ,governance arrangement - should recognrze that_Local Govermnments, ‘as the
~ purveyors  of drinking water fo their communities, .are responsible for. the-;

o “provision of safe drinking water. yet they have no control over land use on crown o
L land W|thm therr drinklng watersheds I - L

L. ‘.Goalz Optlons for new Governance Arrangements ' LR
o The SCRD strongty supports the . optlon of a Delegated Governance S

arrangement Delegating governance arrangements for watershed management 3
“and functions to a local watershed agency would enable a localized watershed

- management approach.. “This: arrangement would ‘allow focal governments to. |
- develop management strategies that are -unique fo therr areas while meetlng EERE

o standards and gmdelmes set out by the Provmce

E _'. Goal 3. Objectrve Four Water users conserve water durlng drought or when stream R
g health is threatened : T

) Water users should atways be encouraged to -conserve water Wa_te__r S

corrservatron strategles should be proactrve as oppose to reactrve

e -Goal 4 Objectlve One: Groundwater extractlon and use is regutated m prronty (cntlcal)..'_. .
s iareas and for large wrthdrawals : " B

o Groundwater extractlon should also be monltored in add:tlon to belng regulated o
o Local governments should have the authority to regulate the number of new wetts '
dnlled in all areas, not jUSt prlonty areas (precautronary prrnmple) '
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' Thank you for recelvmg our submissmn We !ook fonuard to recelvmg the results from thls B
: stage of. the Water Act Modemlzatlon process ) S , :

R Yours tru[y,, o

SUNSHINE COAST REG[ONAL DISTRICT R

 3 7,,/) <L . - 
" Donna Shugar Chalr 3
l,ms/ds '
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