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Re: Water Sustainability Act

- Thank you for the opportunity fo participate in the Water Act Modemization process. Please
accept this letter as the Sunshine Coast Regional Districts (SCRD) formal response outlining

 the Board's collective comments and concerns on. the policy proposal for the new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). - This letter begins with a comment on the overall approach to
modernizing the Water Act followed by comments on the WSA proposed Framework and certain
policy directions. The format for the comments is as follows: ' ' o

Framework or Policy birection from WSA
> interpre_tation of the Framework or po!icy from the WSA
o Commenton the interpretation - | |

Holist_ié Approach — One Water Act -

. The SCRD is encouraging that a. holistic- approach to managing our water resou.irces be .

considered in this modernization process through the development of a single Water Act that is
- recognized as the overriding priority in the hierarchy of Provincial Acts. ‘Ideally, the WSA will

promote consistency in watershed management and recognize the various uses, sources, and

impacts relating to water resource management. . o S :

A New Water Sustainability Act: Framework .

» . Qur understanding is that the Province is proposing three levels of action for water
' management depending on the severity of existing problems in different areas. Of those

“three actions, precautionary measures appear to only apply to areas with known and
chronic water problems. ' AR o ' .
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ELECTORAL AREAS: A/ Egmont, Pender Harbour B/ Halfmoon Bay D/ Roberts Creek E/ Eiphinstone F/ West Howe Sound
MUNICIPALITIES: Distrlct of Sechelt / Sechelt Indlan Governient District / Town of Gibsons




T

0 Precautronary approaches stich- as. water resource assessments should be IR

 consistent_throughout the  Provingce. It is strongly suggested that the
are addressed before they become chronic. In order to achieve a ‘sustainable’”

© prevent, and address environmental degradation-in all communrty ‘watersheds:. If

Precautronary Principle be a ‘fundamental element inthe WSA so water problems P

'-approach to ‘water management .environmental - measires must antlcrpate :

’_‘there are threats of |rreversrble damage, lack of full. scientific cértainty should’ Hot -
- be used as a- reason for - postponlng measures to prevent envrronmental\.‘:’-g_

";;-degradatzon S T ;“‘
1 Pollcy D:rectlon Protect Stream Heatth and Aquatrc Envrronments i

Thrs pohcy appears to onty requrre new water Ilcenses excludrng new small scale s
Ilcenses fo consrder envrronmental f!ows - _ ; ‘ o

- o New small scale. llcenses and exrstmg Ircenses should have to follow m stream '
tlow gurdelmes as well. . . : .

3 Pcltcy Dlrectron Regutate Groundwater Use
> The WSA appears to regulate Iarge ground water extractrons |n problem areas only
| 0, Cumulattve rmpacts from all groundwater wells should be conS|dered in the WSA.-

s suggested to map all of the aquifers’ that supply drrnklng water in order to
: prevent non- problem areas from becomlng problem areas as a resuit of new

N small wells being drilled without regulatlon or monltormg ‘Also, those applyrng for .. B

-water licenses should have to clearly define the neéd of that license and higher
- priority should be placed on applrcatrons in areas wrth no alternatlve water

B ,.SUpply

: 4 Polrcy Dlrectron Regulate DurmgScarc:ty - ﬁ ‘

> Thrs pohcy appears to be taklng a staged approach to manage water |n trmes of scarcrty
' only where dewatrng from the First in Time-First in Fllght rule to: |mportance of use W|l[ o

' only be consrdered rn exceptional crrcumstanoes ' e L
| o) Water conservatlon efforts should be contmuously encouraged and enfcrced by '
“both the Province -and Local. Governments. ‘Importance’ of use should always

o hold precedence over the FlTFlR rule durrng trmes of scarcrty T
i .5 Polrcy Dlrectlon Improves Secur;ty, Water Use Effrclency, and Conservatlon _'

> It appears that local water conservatrons mrtratlves erE remarn m the hands of Iocal
governments r . _ R .

0 Although this Ievel of engagement at the Iocal government Ievel has proven to .

; satrsty the need for havrng a water conservatron program, water conservation

i ;.efforts may prove-moré successful with increased support from the Provmce .

. 'Oné method to consrder for a strengthened water conservatron approach isto .

o » . change Provmcral bulldrng codes to promote grey water and ramwater harvestrng'
U ,'systems ' : . S
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6 Pohcy Dlrectaon Measure and Report

' > t is our understandlng that thrs pollcy dlrectlon establzshes requrrements tor ttcensed'

" surface and groundwater users to repoft actual use. Thesé requirements do, not apply to .

*‘.domestlc ||cense holders and smatl pnvate weII owners uniess they are in potentrat G
, probtem areas, : : A : . . RS

\' : Lo The SCRD |s encouragmg that reportlng requtrements for aI_I water use be A

oonsrstent throughout the Prownce not ;ust in: problem areas

7 Polrcy Dlrectron Enable a Range of Governance Approaches

> There appears to be no overnd:ng pnonty for tresh water resource decrsrons m thrs S

proposed Act

o Lacal Governments as the puweyors of drmkrng water to therr oommunrtees arej | .
. responsible. for the provision of safe drinking. water ‘and.should have full control -~ - ..
~over land  use .within thelr drinking’ watersheds in order to. fulfill their mandate. = =~~~

| . Although the ptoposed Act.does delegate some reSponS|brI;ty to local-or regional

o -agencies, . it appears that these responsrbllttres will be more on the deve!opment'.:‘":-

- of management plans: through collaboration - rather than delegating land-use -
~“control.- -Mare emphasis should be placed on- enabling a more Iocalrzed :

~* watershed management approach. - This “arrangement would ‘allow “local =
“governments to develop management strategies that ‘are unique to thelr areas -

. ..whrle meetlng standards and gurdetlnes set out by the Provmce L _- L
oy Conciusron | | L | -

. Proaotrve water resource management measures need to be addressed at the Iocal tevel where

| ~ local ‘governments, as the purveyors. of water, have full’ control over-land use within their | B
~drinking watersheds in-order- to fulfill: their mandate of provrdlng safe drinking ‘water to-their -

communities.  In .order to achieve this goal, the new WSA should be recognized as the

.- overriding: priority, in the hierarchy" of Provincial Acts, where the | Precautronary Prmcrpte is o

- consadered in all Iand use decrsrons affeotmg water resources.

o ’As stated by one of the SCRD Board members “emphaS|s needs 1o be piaced on the‘
" preciousness of our water [ln ihis. modern;zatron process]”. - It is significantly easier to prevent

water problems than it is to solve them. The SCRD sincerely ‘hopes that the result of this.. o o
- modernization process allows for a holistic approach to managing. our water in way that protects e

» ":_water resources for aII water users both now and in the Iong term tuture

3 Y Thank you for recelvrng our submlssmn We Iook forward to the results from thrs stage of the
B :Water Act Modernrzatron process I . _ PR R

-_"Yours truly, _

sunsam COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT

e Garry Nohr Chalr

. ms/gn
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