
From:                              Wasa Lake Land Improvement District [WLLID@shaw.ca] 
Sent:                               May-02-10 4:13 PM 
To:                                   Living Water Smart ENV:EX 
Subject:                          Fw: Living Water Smart  Updating the Water Act  
Attachments:                 ltr att.pdf; att.pdf 
  
For your information I just noticed there was an error in our submission below.  The first line of the second paragraph should read "The 
WLLID has been in existence since 1969", not 1979. 
  
Sorry about that. 
  
Danella MacIntyre, Secretary 
Wasa Lake Land Improvement District 
  
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Wasa Lake Land Improvement District  
To: livingwatersmart@gov.bc.ca  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2010 10:11 PM 
Subject: Living Water Smart Updating the Water Act  
  
Attention: Living Water Smart - Updating the WATER ACT - Ministry of Environment  
  
Proponent: The Wasa Lake Land Improvement District - Ministry of Community and Rural Development. 
  
The trustees of the WLLID would like to make comment regarding the initiative to update the Water Act. There have been a variety of 
issues relating to the Water Act that have affected our community over the years. One issue in particular, foreshore alterations - 
Section 9 of the Water Act - have bedeviled this community.  
  
The WLLID has been in existence since 1979. Our board members are volunteers from the community. They advocate on behalf of this 
community on issues relating to water quality and quantity. 
  
This summer the WLLID will finish the final Shoreline Management Guidelines for Wasa Lake, a four year project. This has been 
done through partnerships with MOE, DFO, RDEK and Wildsight. For this initiative we have received funding from Columbia Basin 
Trust and collected taxes from the community of Wasa.  
  
The final cost for this initiative, including in-kind volunteer work, is approximately $50,000.00.  
  
All of us, this community and our partnerships, are working together to get ahead of shoreline and habitat development. At the end of 
the day - it doesn't matter what we do, because a few "bad apples" (waterfront owners) can undo all the good that is done. We need a 
sense of fairness, governance and leadership. We hope that the sheriff will come to town and clean house. We need these "bad 
apples" to be dealt with. 
  
 As an example the "XXXXX File" is enclosed. It has been unresolved for the past two years.  
  
The community here at Wasa invests their own time, money and energy on water issues in the hope that it will make a difference for a 
better place to live.  
  
The WLLID advocates an updating of the Water Act.  But to really mean anything other than another piece of paper, this 
government must be willing to commit itself in  enforcing the Water Act.  If not the Water Act and the interests in this community at 
large will continue to be irrelevant.  
------------------- 
From: Wasa Lake Land Improvement District [mailto:wllid@shaw.ca]  
Sent: September-14-08 12:08 PM 
Subject: XXXXXX File 
  
To 
  
We are asking for your attention to a non-permitted foreshore alteration, in contravention of the Water Act.  Included are a number 
of PDF's for you to view, including a letter from MOE.  The history of the property is as follows.   
  
New owner in 2005, XXXXXX.  WLLID spoke to him before any work was done regarding the value of his naturalized foreshore.  We also 
made him aware of average high water and crown vs public ownership of the shoreline.  We left a copy of "The Living Edge", a 
handbook for waterfront living published by the Living by Water Project for him to refer to. 
  
He then applied to MOE for a permit to do work on the shorleline.  The guidelines of the permit were breached, refer to photos 2005 
Incident #1, #2 and #3, and the resulting letter from the joint site visit by MOE and DFO. 
  
In 2008, while doing a lake test, we witnessed additional work on the foreshore, refer to the three photos 2008 XXXXX shore, shore 2 
and shore 3. 
  
Please be aware that as a result of this first incident, the WLLID hired a lawyer to render a legal opinion.  This incident has also been 
written up by West Coast Environmental Law in their document "No Response".   
  
This situation may not be large in terms of habitat destruction, but in terms of the public's perception regarding enforcement, it is 
important to Wasa Lake.  We have a large number of new waterfront owners and if this property is allowed to continue in its non-
compliance, there will be a multitude of copy-cat foreshore alterations. 
  
If you need more information, we have the complete file including government correspondence and WLLID photos. 
  
Thank you for your attention. 
  
The Board of Trustees 
Wasa Lake Land Improvement District 
  
  










