"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"Thank you that BC
is getting a new Water Act! As a practicing ecologist, | appreciate the
extraordinary amount of expertise, discussion and time it has taken to
draft this piece of legislation. Groundwater is a vital and yet
tragically under-valued resource. It needs to be regulated with the
utmost care and foresight.

The Precautionary Principle

All living things require water to survive and thrive. In light of our
drastically changing climate, increasing rates of groundwater use and
subsequent contamination (primarily due to the agricultural industry and
mining practices), it is paramount that all public and private water uses
be carefully regulated. Despite what the current federal government is
promoting, cumulative negative environmental impacts are a reality in
everything we humans do. The Precautionary Principle therefore advises
that due to the complexity of ecosystems (natural cycles and feedback
loops), and human products and activities (e.g., new chemicals constantly
being developed), we can never know with certainty the entire suite of
effects our actions (or inactions) are having/will have on our
environment and our health. Consequently, the decisions we make need to
err on the side of caution since we ever only know "part of the
equation.”

Improving the Proposed Water Sustainability Act (WSA)

The following aspects of the proposed WSA need further improvement to
ensure the new Water Sustainability Act does, in fact, address
sustainability:

e ""Environmental flows"" need to be scientifically defined and made
mandatory in all new and existing licences i1If fish and other
environmental values are to be conservatively protected. These
environmental flows'"" must be enforceable and must apply to ALL sectors
of industry i.e., there should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and
gas.

< Any private rights to use water cannot harm the public®s interest,
which includes environmental values. Charging fair market value to water
bottling companies who currently make huge profits from our precious
water resources iIs just one example. Disallowing water licences to be
traded in markets is another.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is highly
inadequate; reviews need to occur frequently. In addition, the new
groundwater licences to be granted to existing users (primarily large
industrial users), must explicitly state that they are subject to a
future review until it can be determined the withdrawals are at
sustainable levels (i.e., employing The Precautionary Principle) and to
allow for honourable government-to-government consultations with First
Nations.

< Water use fees must make public cents. Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and for ensuring resources are available
for local watershed planning and management.



= More opportunities for public participation in the granting of water
licenses and the setting and monitoring of environmental flows need to be
granted. BC also needs independent oversight of water and watershed
management with the resources and expertise to do it correctly.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step; it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and the
resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a revised WSA introduced in Spring 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, resources and fTlexibility
to address current and future uncertainties and thus be more sustainable
in its scope.

Sincerely,

***personal Identifiers Removed***

Port Moody BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as large systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over these services, until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at 1 million
or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and small tax pools.

As well as access to grants, there are other areas that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Van Anda BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Water Sustainability Act”,”To whom it may concern,

I am writing to provide feedback and suggestions for the new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA) being proposed for our province. | am very
pleased to see our water management legislation being addressed, as it
currently does not contain the tools and laws required to effectively
manage our water resources, which is becoming increasingly important in
the face of climate change, growing populations, and increased industrial
development. In order to provide a prosperous future for all British
Columbians, we must FTirst protect the environment that sustains us. For
this reason, environmental protection should be legally protected as a
first priority. After that, public use of water must be protected first
and foremost above private and corporate interests. Once scientifically
established and legally protected environmental levels are protected, and
public needs are met, conditional opportunities for private use can be
entertained.

Given this essential list of priority use, there are several areas that
need to be improved iIn the new Water Sustainability Act:

* The WSA needs to explicitly make protecting environmental flows
for fish and ecosystems a number one priority, followed by essential
household needs. Industrial use must only be granted given the first two
needs are met, and must be able to be suspended during times of water
shortage to ensure '""environmental flows"" and household needs are met
first.

* There should be no exemptions for industrial users in any sector,
including Forestry or Oil and Gas, as currently contemplated in the WSA
proposal.
* ""Environmental flows and water levels need to be scientifically
defined and legally protected through explicit legislation, not
guidelines or discretionary rulings. All public and private water use
licences, both existing and new, must meet these levels at all times, and
be suspended according to priority in times of water shortage.

* Water resources need to be managed on a watershed to watershed
basis, with any administrative zoning or boundaries defined by natural
watershed boundaries. Each watershed"s required "“environmental flows
needs to be determined individually based on climatic conditions specific
to that watershed.

* The WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow licences to be
traded in markets.
* License reviews need to happen frequently to respond to rapidly

changing climatic conditions; 30 year review intervals are far too long.
There should be a maximum 10 year review period, with the option of more
frequent reviews pending environmental conditions in any given year.

* Water use fees for both groundwater and surface water must cover
all government®"s costs associated with licensing and responsible
management of water resources. This includes costs associated with
administration and scientific monitoring and other costs. Fees should
also be sufficient to ensure resources are available for local watershed
planning and management enabled under the new Act. No industrial user
should be permitted to extract water without paying an appropriate fee.



* There need to be more opportunities for the public and watershed
stewardship groups to participate in the granting of water licenses and
the setting and monitoring of environmental flows.

* Local governments and First Nations must be given tools to share
governance of local water resources.
* Finally, there needs to be an independent provincial body to

oversee water and watershed management with the resources and expertise
to do it right.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***

***personal Identifiers Removed***
Coquitlam, BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Water is our most important resource so consider very carefully when
producing this new water act. We could survive without oil but never
without water.



Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***

BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
***personal Identifiers Removed***



Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***
***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Burnaby BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Water is our right as citizenry and our future as humans--corporate
stewardship has been poor with natural resources virtually universally,
so it needs to be a publicly-controlled treasure with public consultation
for i1ts use and distribution.



Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***

BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Pender Island BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Comox BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Van Anda BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Heriot Bay, BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

LET ME MAKE 1T VERY CLEAR - All withdrawal of ground water constitutes
THEFT of the commons. ALL injection of surface water into underground
formations represents meddling with the natural cycles of water, and the
flow of clean water is the lifeblood of LIFE. ALL use of water by
industry MUST require that the water be returned to the natural cycle in
the exact same condition as it was found in - as to cleanliness and
temperature. ALL other use is again, theft of the commons.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.



I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with

our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
SURREY BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Prince George BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
West Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen every five years. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act now and
into the future.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"l appreciate the
opportunity to respond to the Government®s proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). Since the current Act is about 100 years old it
is very important to make sure that the new Act will respond fully to the
new demographic, environmental and industrial realities which now exist
and which will change into the future. Many good proposals have been made
thus far in the new Act, however there are still many additions required
to bring BC*"s water policy into the 21st century. Given the changes that
are occuring due to global warming, this work is needed more urgently
than ever.

1 feel that the following areas need to be addressed in a new Water
Sustainability Act.

* The WSA needs to mandate that ""Environmental flows protect fish and
other environmental values, and the term itself should be scientifically
defined, and apply to new and existing licences.

* Water fees need to be established that will cover all government
administration and management costs Provincially and locally.

* The public"s right to water must take precedence over private rights,
by prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over
other uses.

* The WSA should make explicitly clear that water licences CANNOT be
traded In markets.

* There is a need to establish expert, independent, and adequately
resourced oversight of BC"s water resource use and allocation.

* There should be increased support for public participation in setting
environmental flows and the granting of licenses. There should be the
opportunity for shared governance with the local community.

* Review of water licenses need to be much more frequent than the current
30 years. Licenses for large industrial operations should require more
frequent monitoring.

* Water issues on First Nation Lands should allow for government to
government negotiations.

Thank You for providing this opportunity for me to comment. 1 look
forward to a new Water Act that will respond to the needs of our Province
and its people in the 21st Century.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Nanaimo BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. We also need to
make sure these regulations protect our ecosystems first and foremost any
before industry rights. Industry cannot sustain the earth it only and
ever will only take from the earth.

Therefore, the areas for improvement that need to be in a new Water
Sustainability Act are:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences. And they must not be bendable or
negotiable.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. Also, any language in the WSA must not allow licenses to be traded
in the markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There must not be any exemptions for forestry or oil and gas,
as contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world that is unfolding before our eyes and will
escalate rapidly in 5 years, 30 years between licence reviews is too
long; reviews should happen more frequently, yearly or biyearly. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honorable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act. They
should also allow for future water management of the areas including
repair of systems damaged or altered and for accidents caused by
industry. In a sense a fund established for future generations.

e A public governing committee needs to be part of the decision making
process of the licenses and the ongoing management of the process.We also
need to have expertise of ecosystem management that is independent of
industry and government that will oversee the process. an agent for
earth”s rights.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.The modern world has not gotten earth
stewardship right yet, it is time to have a Charter of Rights for the
environment.



I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with

our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
comox BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Port Alberni BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Kamloops BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™**



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","This new WSA
concerns me deeply and 1 have been voicing my concerns with all of my
friends and networks. We are watching this issue closely and trust that
our interests and the iInterests of the next seven generations will not
only be taken into consideration but will be met. Please see below for
how this can be achieved.

I do thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal
for a new Water Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new
Water Act, but we also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots
of good things that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing
groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new
governance models that will allow local governments, First Nations and
local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds.
BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done better in order to
bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews Is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

< Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.



I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with

our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

All resource extraction industry must have an eco-system based approach.
This i1s currently not the case and many small watersheds are compromised
or destroyed.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.



Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Kaslo BC ***Ppersonal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Nelson BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as large systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over these services, until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at 1 million
or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and small tax pools.

As well as access to grants, there are other areas that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Van Anda BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Salt Spring Island BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Surrey BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! Water is a CRITICAL resource for
our future. There are lots of good things that are proposed for the new
WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for that
water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are things that need to be
done better in order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to reading the new WSA when it is introduced in the spring
of 2014 and will be looking to see that it includes these improvements
and has the tools, the resources and the flexibility to face current and
future uncertainties head on, and with our priorities straight.

***personal Identifiers Removed***
Caring for your water into the future.



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gibsons BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

**pPlease allow access to grants for small communities who have limited
resources and limited taxation.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.



Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Fort St John BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Fort St John BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements.

Please make water a resource owned by the nation and not corporations.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","The new Water
Sustainability Act has great potential. However, 1 have some strong
concerns about the WSA proposed.

The system of allowing the earliest water license users to continue to
draw their full allottment even in times of a water shortage doesn"t make
sense - all users should be proportionally cut back and acquatic habitat
must be maintained.

We are fortunate to live in a province with abundant water resources but
they must be carefully allocated - water needs to be managed in the
public (citizen taxpayer) interests. I"m worried that new industrial
developments (i.e. water bottling, oil and gas extraction) will schlurp
up an unfair amount of water and then not be required to compensate
financially for that unequal use. Applications for industrial water
rights need to be advertised, just as development proposals for Crown
Land are required to be advertised. This would allow an opportunity for
citizens to voice their objections, ask questions and to have a say in
the decision regarding the application.

I am an advocate of local watershed management - my own rural watershed
is part of a Community Forest License and that has allowed water users to
make wise logging decisions in order to protect the quality of our water.
I1"m heartened to read that the WSA may give more responsibility for
watershed management to local groups.

It seems that protecting fish and their habitat may not be a high enough
priority in the proposed WSA - fish have always lost in a competition
with industry and it is the provincial government"s responsibility to
advocate for our aquatic ecosystems. | encourage you to be that advocate
by strengthening acquatic protection in the WSA.

Thank you for considering my thoughts.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as large systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over these services, until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at 1 million
or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and small tax pools.

As well as access to grants, there are other areas that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Van Anda BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"l appreciate this
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). There are many good things that are proposed
for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging
for that water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds. Yet, there are a number of areas of the
proposed legislation that need to be addressed in a better way in order
to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century and serve the needs of
all British Columbians.

1 believe that the following should be priority areas for improving the
proposed Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

< We need better protection of water flows for fish and other related
wildlife and ecosystems. The current proposed provisions are too
discretionary. ""Environmental flows need to be scientifically defined
and it must be mandatory to meet minimum Flow requirements in all new and
existing licences. This Is a major issue in the Cowichan and Koksilah
Watershed where 1 live, putting spawning salmon populations at risk.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
must not harm the public interest. Environmental flows and essential
household needs must be prioritized over other uses. As well, the WSA
should explicitly prohibit the trading of water licences as commodities
in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must prioritized protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
uses, and these provisions must be enforceable and must apply to all
sectors of industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil
and gas, as contemplated in the proposal. The practices of these
industries continue to be among the most significant threats to our
watersheds.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is too
long; reviews should happen more frequently, likely in the range of 10
years at the longest, with a commitment to support data collection and
monitor to ensure the reviews are meaningful. As well, any new
groundwater licences granted to existing users, primarily large
industrial users, must explicitly state that they are subject to whatever
future reviews are necessary to determine if the withdrawals are at
sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-government
consultations with First Nations.

< Water use fees must serve the public interest. Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act. IT
watershed management is delegated to local government, water use fees and
licensing fees should be payable to local government to provide
appropriate resources to ensure good governance.

e A process for broad public participation in the granting of water
licenses and the setting and monitoring of environmental flows needs to
be delineated, and that process needs to be designed to ensure that it
cannot be high-jacked by special private interests. BC also needs
independent oversight of water and watershed management with the
resources and scientific expertise to do it right.



e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step. The process for local governance of watersheds must ensure local
watershed boards have a clear mandate,the resources to support then in
governing responsibly, and their responsibility to govern collaboratively
with First Nations must be clearly delineated.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Cowichan Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as larger systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over small services until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at $1
million or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and limited taxation.

As well as access to grants, there are other resources that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Qualicum Beach BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Burnaby BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! This is especially true given the
way in which article 11 of the Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) permits water
to be a commodity for exploitation by multinational corporations.

There are lots of good things that are proposed for the new WSA, such as
bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and
enabling new governance models that will allow local governments, First
Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their own
watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done better in
order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public®"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.



Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Nelson BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public®"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed*** Victoria BC



"Water Sustainability Act”,"”"Thank you for this opportunity to respond to
the proposalsl for a new Water Sustainability Act (WSA).

Although we need a new Water Act, we need carefully to consider our
options, not least because this will likely be a rare opportunity. In
this light there are 7 key areas that need to be addressed. These are:

1) There needs to be mandatory regulation relating to the protection of
watersheds for ecosystem health and community use.

2) The WSA must make provision for the maintenance of an ecological
reserve of water unavailable for any use other than conservation, the
maintenance of fish habitat and preservation of a functioning ecosystem.
Following the advice of other concerned groups, this must include:

* Legally establish standards (not guidelines) for environmental Tlow
needs and critical environmental flow protections;

* Apply environmental flow needs to both new licenses and existing
surface water licenses;

* Commit to public consultation on the development of regulations and
policy to create the framework for environmental flow needs; and

* Explicitly state that decision makers may suspend or refuse to

issue a licence iT it would negatively affects an aquatic ecosystem.

3) Private rights should not transcend the public’s interest in water
resources. The “first in time, First in right” system must be
discontinued.

4) Commercial use of water should be charged at a commercial rather than
a nominal rate. This should be detereminned by a regulatory body, the
costs of which would be carried by revenue raised through industrial
water extraction licences. As with all resources, water should be seen as
a source of income for the Province, but one secondary to environmental
and public interests. There should be no further unrestricted use.

5) Administration of the new Act should include public, community imput.

6) Regulation and monitoring of industrial activities that although not
drawing directly on water supplies, do impact water quality and
availability. For example, clear-cut logging.

7) Given that we are on the threshold of climate warming, the impact of
the new water Act may shift over time. There should therefore be a
regular review of outcomes and a mechanism put in place that will enable
change and revision to the conditions of the Act such that the above
priorities continue to be prioritised.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these provisions and provides the means and flexibility to face
current and future uncertainties for watersheds, rivers and lakes, and
the security of community supply and ecosystem health.



Yours sincerely,

***personal Identifiers Removed***
Shirley
BC

***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for your
work to revise the water act and work for the public interest to ensure
safe, clean, ready supplies of water for centuries to come. Thanks also
for the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new
Water Sustainability Act (WSA). I am a planner and believe strongly in
water issues and managing them for the public benefit.

1 believe BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we also need to make
sure we get it right! There are lots of good things that are proposed for
the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for
that water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds. In addition there some other changes that
1 believe need to be made in order to bring BC"s water policy into the
21st century and ensure the supply for generations.

Some additional things that 1 think need to be in a new Water
Sustainability Act this coming spring are:

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
"environmental flows'™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. 1 really believe strongly in this. There can be no exemptions
for forestry or oil and gas, as contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews Is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal. ""Environmental flows™' need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

< The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents'"'". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.



e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight. Water is necessary for life. Thank you for
working towards ensuring it is safe and accessible for the local
residents of BC.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Port Alberni BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Salmon Arm BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"I usually try to
word comments regarding policies or government actions that can affect me
as a citizen of BC and as an individual who does take out democratic
society for granted. This is one time when the wording supplied by
someone else so closely mirrors my own concerns that 1 feel little need
to paraphrase. Please take the following concerns to heart. | see no need
to rush legislation through that may not be in the best interest of all
involved. 1 particularly want to ensure that potential polluters not in
any circumstances be allowed to be exempt from any policies that will
protect our precious supply of water.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for
a new Water Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water
Act, but we also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of
good things that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing
groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new
governance models that will allow local governments, First Nations and
local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds.
BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done better in order to
bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public®"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents'"'". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.



e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Invermere, BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently.

As well, the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to
existing users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state
that they are subject to a future review until it can be determined the
withdrawals are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable
government-to-government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Dear people,



I agree with the above points and would like to add:

I would like to STRESS how wrong I think it is to allow free rein for
industry to use precious water for the extraction of LNG. There needs to
be scrutiny around this ""fracking'"' process, in fact it needs to be
stopped altogether until it can be proven that using such a precious
resource for this purpose makes any sense at all. How can this be
completely safe?

We must protect water quality at all costs - without clean water

everything dies.
What a huge responsibility. | pray that you can live up to it.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
NELSON, B C. ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC needs a new Water Act, but we also need to
make sure we get it right. There are lots of good things that are
proposed for the new WSA, such as enabling new governance models that
will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups
to help develop plans for their own watersheds. But there are many
aspects of the new WSA that need further thought.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal. ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews Is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels. Allowance for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations must be built in to the
proposed Act.

< Water use fees must make public cents'"". The public should never be
asked to subsidize industrial water use. Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs, and only
government®s costs, for responsibly managing our water, and to ensure
resources are available for local watershed planning and management
enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed*** Heriot Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
courtenay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Fresh water is a
resource that may seem unlimited at times, especially iIn our wet coastal
climate, but in fact the water that supports the our human needs and the
ecosystems that surround us is precious and potentially at risk. 1 am in
agreement with the items outlined by Our Water BC. 1 also specifically
call on the government to use the Water Sustainability Act to prevent the
over-exploitation of fresh accessible water by commercial interests.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for
a new Water Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water
Act, but we also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of
good things that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing
groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new
governance models that will allow local governments, First Nations and
local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds.
BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done better in order to
bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

- The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents'"'". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.



e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Heriot Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Heriot Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Letter:

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for
a new Water Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water
Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as larger systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over small services until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at $1
million or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. IFf
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and limited taxation.

As well as access to grants, there are other resources that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen™s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There can be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal as this completely negates the effectiveness
of the Act.

e In a climate changing world,with dwindling water availability 30 years
between licence reviews is far to long as we don"t know at this time what
the future will look like so reviews should be possible every few years
as needed to ensure safty of the supplies . As well, the new groundwater
licences that are going to be granted to existing users, primarily large
industrial users, must explicitly state that they are subject to regular
and frequent to insure the withdrawals are at sustainable levels. these
must at all times allow for honourable government-to-government
consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water to a level required by all affected
communities , and ensure resources are available for local watershed
planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. It is vital that BC has independent oversight of
water and watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it
right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the



flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as large systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over these services, until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at 1 million
or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and small tax pools.

As well as access to grants, there are other areas that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as large systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over these services, until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at 1 million
or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and small tax pools.

As well as access to grants, there are other areas that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
White Rock BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



“Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Duncan BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

Am particularly interested in watershed protection after seeing the
destruction of the South Fraser Watershed that has been a result of
construction of the South Fraser Freeway.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.



Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Surrey BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). There are lots of good things that are proposed
for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging
for that water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need
to be done better in order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st
century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows"™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

< Water use fees must make public ""cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as large systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over these services, until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at 1 million
or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and small tax pools.

As well as access to grants, there are other areas that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Hagensborg BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™**



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Watauga BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"l write this on
November 15, having been only recently made aware of the very short time
limit to comment on the proposed new Water Sustainability Act.

I regard it as absolutely imperative that the deadline for comments about
the proposal be extended six months.

That said, 1 appreciate the opportunity to make some points for your
consideration.

I believe that BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we also need to
make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things that are
proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation,
charging for that water, and enabling new governance models that will
allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to
help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of
things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water policy
into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows™' need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
environmental flows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be NO EXEMPTIONS for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. Every five
years os better. As well, the new groundwater licences that are going to
be granted to existing users, primarily large industrial users, must
explicitly state that they are subject to a future review until it can be
determined the withdrawals are at sustainable levels and to allow for
honourable government-to-government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.



I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with

our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Clinton BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

I wish to state very clearly that 1 agree very strongly with the points
raised in the paragraphs above as 1 have lived in this community for over
40 years and understand just how serious are the problems created by the



current legislation. New and updated law is urgently needed and the
comments above indicate the current proposed changes are grossly
inadequate.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). It is time for this review and new processes to
be put in place. Handing over a precious resource to a few industry to
destroy it is not good management.

BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we also need to make sure we
get it right! There are lots of good things that are proposed for the new
WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for that
water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows™' need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen every 5 years but with a
reasonable process. As well, the new groundwater licences that are going
to be granted to existing users, primarily large industrial users, must
explicitly state that they are subject to a future review until it can be
determined the withdrawals are at sustainable levels and to allow for
honourable government-to-government consultations with First Nations.

e Fee schedules for both groundwater and surface water must cover
government®s costs for responsibly managing our water, and ensure
resources are available for local watershed planning and management
enabled under the new Act.

< BC needs independent oversight of water and watershed management with
the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014. Our
water is a renewable resource but must be managed to benefit the
environment, all animals life and for human use for industry. It is a
delicate balance and the law must be enforced when someone or industry is
abusing the system.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed*** Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure the act ensures the best priorities. It is
essential to make the environmental issues of first concern, along with
ensuring water for households and our wildlife. It would be a terrible
mistake to allow industry to be essentially unregulated with respect to
its water usage - what insanity! Water is not an infinite resource; it
can be mismanaged. Allowing free use of water for such activities as
fracking should be illegal; the manner in which industry uses clean water
for this activity, which then renders the water a net loss to our planet
and our ecosystem, is extremely unwise and lacking in foresight.

Please, make the WSA a better act, not one which will damage the future
availability of fresh water.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right. There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal '""Environmental flows'" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Fee schedules fTor both groundwater and surface water must cover
government®s costs for responsibly managing our water, and ensure
resources are available for local watershed planning and management
enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Austin, TX ON ***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
vananda BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Cobourg ON ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Kamloops, B.C. ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA).

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also needs to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century as well as assure sustainability.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act by the spring of 2014:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal. Restoration of water potability must be
assured by those who use water in such commercial operations.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable consultations with
all jurisdications.

e User fee schedules for both groundwater and surface water must cover
government®"s costs for responsibly managing our water, and ensure
resources are available for local watershed planning and management
enabled under the new Act.

e There must be more opportunities for the public to participate in the
granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. The BC government must also retain oversight of
water and watershed management and have the resources and expertise to do
it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

We look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in 2014 that includes
these improvements.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Alert Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Water Sustainability Act”,"”"Thank you for the opportunity to respond to
the Legislative Proposal for a new Water Sustainability Act (WSA). BC
desperately needs a new Water Act, but we also need to make sure we get
it right! There are lots of good things that are proposed for the new
WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for that
water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need
to be done better in order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st
century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are many good things that
are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are
also many things that need to be included and enhanced in order to bring
BC"s water policy into the 21st century. Water and fresh water systems
and sources will very soon be the most valuable resource and commodity we
have, and the importance of getting this new ACT right, to be all
inclusive cannot be over stresed.

The following are priority areas for improvement which should be required
in the new Water Sustainability Act this spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new AND existing older licences to take immediate effect.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public®"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
"“environmental flows for fish and nature, people, farmers and
food/agricultural growth & for essential household needs a top priority,
must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of industry. Any
industry which needs to use "fresh water® sources to extract or produce
their ""product"" must be charged, as an additional cost of their
business, and that use should come 2nd place to the priority user rights
above (for people/agriculture/Tish habitats). They should be encouraged
to use storm/sewer water runoff for their industry purposes. They can
truck in untreated water for their industrial use as a tool & cost to
their business, and any environmental clean up costs on their part of
disturbance of watersheds or water, must be borne by them 100% and so
written in to their (present & future) licencing agreements. There should
absolutely be NO exemptions for forestry, oil/gas/mining/LNG water uses,
as contemplated in the proposal, and many British Columbians feel
strongly about this.

< In a climate changing world where water is quickly becoming our most
valuable resource, 30 years between licence reviews is not sufficiently
flexible; reviews must happen more frequently for effectiveness. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations. The impact of groundwater
use, is huge and dirty used water, must not be pumped back into the
ground, contaminating it, along with soil, by any industry.

e Water use fees must make public sense. Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for



responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There needs to be more opportunity for the public to participate in the
granting of water licenses and the setting and "monitoring® of
environmental flows and impacts. BC also needs independent oversight of
water and watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it
right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and puts people and environment 1st (over
industry water use)...an ACT that has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight, for this extremely valuable resource - our
water. There must be an immediate end to companies like Nestle, or oil,
gas, mining and lumber industries using fresh or groundwater...for their
profit or gains. 1 would appreciate a reply that my response was received
by the deadline.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Delta BC ***Ppersonal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,

***personal Identifiers Removed***
Delta BC V4M2X3



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Sooke BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Parksville BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Shawnigan Lake BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™**



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Ucluelet BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Valemount BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right!

My major concern now is this attempt to move ALR land protection and
hearing the Minister of Agriculture tout this as a feasible plan. The
last thing we need if we are to protect our Province"s water is to have
lands which are protected and set aside for agriculture to be put under
the control of the gas/oil corporations. Please do NOT allow this to
happen!!!1

There are lots of good things that are proposed for the new WSA, such as
bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and
enabling new governance models that will allow local governments, First
Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their own
watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done better in
order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows™' need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.



I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with

our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
North Saanich BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Dawson Creek, BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.The rules must also PREVENT FRACKING.
Licences must not be granted to bottled water companies.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***



***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Surrey BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,”l am pleased to
have the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new
Water Sustainability Act (WSA). Thank you.

BC clearly and urgently needs a new Water Act, but we also need to make
sure we do it well

There are lots of good things that are proposed for the new WSA, such as
bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and
enabling new governance models that will allow local governments, First
Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their own
watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done better in
order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows™' need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
"environmental Fflows'™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews Is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.



e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Canmore AB ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Qualicum Beach BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Ucluelet BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right!

Please place priority consideration on REJECTING the exemption for
forestry, oil, and gas. Industry should NOT be exempt from following
governmental water use policies enacted with this proposed act. Their
access to BC"s resources is a PRIVILEGE, just as it is for citizens; that
they generate revenue for the government is not enough reason for them to
ignore the environmental impact on our precious water supply.

The policies we set today will be felt for generations of future BC
residents. Please make the right decisions here and do not yield to
industry lobbyists and pleading for special exempt status!

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Campbell River BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows'" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently Tlexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.



I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with

our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***

BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). My comment is directly related to the
application of the word "sustainability in this new Act.

Fresh surface water is self-evidently scarce on the southern gulf islands
(SGI). The Province holds these islands in trust "to preserve and protect
the trust area and its unique amenities and environment for the benefit
of residents of the trust area and of the province generally, in
cooperation with municipalities, regional districts, improvement
districts, other persons and organizations and the Government of British
Columbia®. The Islands Trust notes that "this remarkable area is home to
an exceptional variety of species of birds, fish, intertidal life,
wildlife and plants-®.

A Ministry of Environment study (by Matt Austin et al) has assessed the
average importance of conservation of biodiversity, hectare for hectare,
as higher in the SGI ecosection than in any other in BC except for Race
Rocks. Clearly, an important element in conserving the biodiversity on
these islands is the storage in perpetuity of the already scarce stored
fresh water and associated wetlands that support the life forms that
comprise the biodiversity.

On North Pender Island, there are only four substantial sources of stored
surface fresh water, Roe lake, Magic lake, Buck Lake, and Gardom Pond.
Gardom Pond is about 0.8 of a hectare in size, and the ecosystem
comprised by this small lake and its adjacent wetlands supports a
plethora of life forms, protected by a designated riparian zone and
listed in the documentation for an already extant NAPTEP conservation
covenant.

For all of the above reasons it is clearly in the public interest, and
consistent with the purport of the new Water Sustainability Act, to
ensure the continuing safe storage of the water in Gardom Pond. Yet, this
water is stored behind what has only recently been categorized by the
Province as a "high consequence® dam. The current and ongoing costs of
ensuring the safety of this dam under the new regulations, are far, far
beyond the financial means of the four private lot owners who have been
"saddled” with the bulk of the associated costs by having been
retroactively required to take out water licences (in 1994) to cover a
large liability that was not identified when we bought our lots as part
of a subdivision approved by the provincial Ministry of Transportation
and Highways in 1991, 22 years ago.

After many years of our attempting to draw attention to the unworkability
of expecting a few private citizens to take on the associated
unmanageable maintenance and liability costs of providing for the public
safety of the dam, we have at last been able to engage the CRD to assist
us in dealing with finding a solution. However, at present the CRD must
work on a cost-recovery basis. We have already contributed our share of
the over $20,000 dam safety review. A further $40,000 of engineering
studies have already been done, and we currently face additional
identified engineering costs of over a million dollars. Or, we are
advised,we could/should decommission the dam and "drain the lake®. This



would contravene any principle of conserving biodiversity, and would also
do away with the only locally stored water for fire fighting and for
recharging the aquifer (through fractured sandstone as documented in a
local PhD field study).

Currently there is no guarantee that we will not have to try to pay these
impossibly high costs (three of the 6 water licences are held by
pensioners), or drain the pond (also costly), or be fined and/or go to
jail.

Unless the provincial government takes some regulatory action, its
current policy of attempting to compel private citizens to take on costs
and liabilities of a magnitude that it is either unwilling, or considers
itself unable, to take on, on the public®s behalf, will unfortunately
remain unworkable.

The enactment of the WSA seems to us to be an admirably suited occasion
to recognize the need for, and to help in providing for the
sustainability of, a truly workable means of ensuring the safe storage of
water, particularly for the purposes identified as necessary in the SGI
ecosection of the province.

1 thank you for this opportunity to comment, and I look forward to seeing
a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that includes a remedy to
ensure that this aspect of water sustainability is recognized and
provided for through policy that is based on recognition and reflection
of a workable provincial-- rather than an unworkable, private--
responsibility.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Pender Island BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Chilliwack BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Abbotsford BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Van Anda BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Our specific experience is in the streamkeeping field where we have seen
many surface water problems caused in part by lack of meaningful
legislation.



Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Surrey BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***



BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Of utmost concern is the lack of funding available to small Improvement
Districts within the Province. Although mandated to comply with existing



standards, they are excluded from funding to help attain/maintain these
standards

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Reno BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Rossland BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Funding for small
water systems run by improvement districts should be included in this
act. Small water systems must comply with the same regulatory
requirements as larger systems, but are not funded.

Small communities run by Improvement Districts are currently denied
access to federal and provincial grants. The Provincial Government has
made its own mandate to convert Improvement District services to Regional
Districts and Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and
Regional Districts are not willing to take over small services until
their water systems are brought up to regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at over $1
million) for only 300 households.

There are no provisions made to help Improvement Districts access the
same grants and resources available to municipal governments. This puts
citizens in small communities at a great disadvantage.

IT the government expects small communities to comply with new
regulations it needs to provide help to small communities who have
limited resources and limited taxation.

Sincerely,

***personal Identifiers Removed***

***personal Identifiers Removed***

Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< 30 years between licence reviews is not sufficiently flexible; reviews
should happen more frequently. As well, the new groundwater licences that
are going to be granted to existing users, primarily large industrial
users, must explicitly state that they are subject to a future review
until it can be determined the withdrawals are at sustainable levels and
to allow for honourable government-to-government consultations with First
Nations.

< Water use fees must make public cents'”". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Sidney BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act',"This is to speak
to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water Sustainability Act (WSA). We
need a new Water Act in BC, as the original (very outdated)one is
virtually worthless. There are lots of good things that are proposed for
the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for
that water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need
to be done better in order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st
century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,

***personal Identifiers Removed***
North Saanich BC



***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act',"An important issue
that needs addressing is funding for small water systems run by
improvement districts. Small water systems must comply with the same
regulatory requirements as larger systems.

These small communities run by Improvement Districts are currently denied
access to federal and provincial grants. The Provincial Government has
made its own mandate to convert Improvement District services to Regional
Districts and Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and
Regional Districts are not willing to take over small services until
their water systems are brought up to regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at over $1
million) for only 300 households.

There have been no provisions made to help Improvement Districts access
the same grants and resources available to municipal governments. This
puts citizens in small communities at a great disadvantage.

IT the government expects small communities to comply with new
regulations it needs to provide help to small communities who have
limited resources and limited taxation.

I look forward to seeing an act introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Thank you for
the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new
Water Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act,
but we also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good
things that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing
groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and enabling
new governance models that will allow local governments, First
Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their
own watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done
better iIn order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows™' need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

< Water use fees must make public ""cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.



Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay, ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Squamish BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows'" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently Tlexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.



I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with

our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
AB ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Quathiaski Cove BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public®"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""'cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***



Langley BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal. There should not be any contemplation on
whether or not to provide exemptions for forestry or oil or gas - the
""environmental Fflows"" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs are always and should be at the highest priority.

e In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently, such as
once every Tive to ten years. As well, the new groundwater licences that
are going to be granted to existing users, primarily large industrial
users, must explicitly state that they are subject to a future review
until it can be determined the withdrawals are at sustainable levels and
to allow for honourable government-to-government consultations with First
Nations.

< Water use fees must make public cents'". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.



Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***

BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"Please accept the
following concerns, critiques, and recommendations below in forming the
new Water Sustainability Act (WSA), which 1 wholeheartedly agree with:

= Groundwater must be legally protected from contamination by hydraulic
fracturing and other industrial activities. It is impossible to clean up
an aquifer once contaminated, and these underground stores of water will
be absolutely essential to our health and food supply into the 21st
century as we realise we cannot rely on predictable seasonal flows of
surface water.

< More broadly speaking, the WSA needs to explicitly state that any
private rights to use water cannot harm the public"s interest in our
precious water resources by prioritizing environmental flows and
essential household needs over other uses. As well, the WSA should
explicitly reject attempts to allow licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. ""Environmental flows'" need to be scientifically defined and
it must be made mandatory to meet them in all new and existing licences.
There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< As climate change continues to accelerate and cause ever more
unpredictable weather, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently (every 5 -
10 years is probably reasonable). As well, the new groundwater licences
that are going to be granted to existing users, primarily large
industrial users, must explicitly state that they are subject to a future
review until it can be determined the withdrawals are at sustainable
levels and to allow for honourable government-to-government consultations
with First Nations.

e The current system of ""first in time'"" water allocation is extremely
outdated and dangerous. This must be scrapped and a system of water us
priortization implemented, taking sustainable ecological and local
community needs into account First.

< Water use fees must make public cents'". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly. Equally important, communities
should be required to demonstrate efforts to use water efficiently,



through a variety of legislative tools, iInitiatives, and incentives
tailored to their region.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"l appreciate the
chance to rply to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water Sustainability
Act (WSA). No question that BC needs a new Water Act. The issue is to get
it right! There are lots of good things that are proposed for the new
WSA, such as bringing groundwater under regulation, charging for that
water, and enabling new governance models that will allow local
governments, First Nations and local stewardship groups to help develop
plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a lot of things that need
to be done better in order to bring BC"s water policy into the 21st
century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

The priority is a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that includes
these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the flexibility
to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with our priorities
straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
North Saanich BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Courtenay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gabriola Island BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as larger systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over small services until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at $1
million or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and limited taxation.

As well as access to grants, there are other resources that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
victoria bc BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act","Thank you for
the opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new
Water Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as larger systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over small services until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at $1
million or more). There have been no provisions made to help Improvement
Districts access the same grants and resources available to municipal
governments. This puts citizens in small communities at a great
disadvantage!

Provisions need to be made in the new Act, which allow access to grants
to Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions
where matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and limited taxation.

As well as access to grants, there are other resources that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable insurance and lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen"s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gibsons BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***Personal Identifiers Removed***
Surrey BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). The old legislation is horribly out of date and
never envisaged the issues that B.C. faces today regarding our water and
its future management and protection. 1 support such measures as bringing
groundwater under regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new
governance models that will allow local governments, First Nations and
local stewardship groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds.
BUT, there are a lot of things that need to be done better in order to
bring BC"s water policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets. Water is a reource necessary for all
life on our planet. It CANNOT be allowed to become another '**‘commodity
to be sold and traded like coal or automobile parts.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents'"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.



Finally our water acts should view protection of our waters as an
unbreakable trust. We have to ensure that our generaation and all
succeeding ones have unfettered access to adequate supplies of clean,
health, and life-giving water!

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Comox, BC ***personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Vancouver BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
***personal Identifiers Removed***



uathi i
Q iaski Cove BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed™***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Victoria ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Terrace BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Oberschan SG BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundwater and surface water must cover government®"s costs for
responsibly managing our water, and ensure resources are available for
local watershed planning and management enabled under the new Act.

e There need to be more opportunities for the public to participate in
the granting of water licenses and the setting and monitoring of
environmental flows. BC also needs independent oversight of water and
watershed management with the resources and expertise to do it right.

e The commitment to shared governance in local watersheds is a positive
step, and it must ensure local watershed groups have a clear mandate and
the resources to engage responsibly.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
LANTZVILLE BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act.

There is a great deal of good advice coming to you, so I won"t submit
another boilerplate letter, echoing those suggestions.

An issue that is of primary importance to me is in respect to small local
governments: namely Improvement Districts. Small water systems must
comply with the same regulatory requirements as large systems. These
systems are currently (and wrongfully) denied access to federal and
provincial grants, and other resources. The Provincial Government of BC
(our Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development) has a mandate
to convert Improvement District services to Regional Districts and
Municipalities, over time. However, many Municipalities and Regional
Districts are not willing to take over these services, until their water
systems are brought up to costly regulatory standards. For some
communities, this means substantial capital projects (valued at 1 million
or more). This is a catch 22 for many regions in BC! There have been no
provisions made to help Improvement Districts access the same grants and
resources available to municipal governments. This puts citizens in small
communities at great risk and disadvantage!

Provision need to be made, in the new Act, to allow access to grants, by
Improvement Districts AND/OR allow regulatory exemptions/exceptions where
matters of public safety are not an issue.

Our communities are watching, as greater burdens are placed on water
purveyors with respect to conservation, environmental protection, etc. If
the government expects communities to comply, it needs to provide help to
small communities who have limited resources and small taxation areas.

As well as access to grants, there are other areas that would help
Improvement Districts:

1. Access to affordable Insurance and Lending (currently available to
Municipalities and Regional Districts)

2. Bulk-buying resources for rural areas, similar to that of the Ministry
of Citizen™s Services Procurement and Supply.

I look forward to seeing a new WSA introduced in the spring of 2014 that
includes these improvements and has the tools, the resources and the
flexibility to face current and future uncertainties head on, and with
our priorities straight.

Sincerely,
***personal Identifiers Removed***
Gillies Bay BC ***Personal Identifiers Removed***



"Legislative Proposal for a Water Sustainability Act”,"”Thank you for the
opportunity to respond to the Legislative Proposal for a new Water
Sustainability Act (WSA). BC desperately needs a new Water Act, but we
also need to make sure we get it right! There are lots of good things
that are proposed for the new WSA, such as bringing groundwater under
regulation, charging for that water, and enabling new governance models
that will allow local governments, First Nations and local stewardship
groups to help develop plans for their own watersheds. BUT, there are a
lot of things that need to be done better in order to bring BC"s water
policy into the 21st century.

The following are priority areas for improvement that need to be in a new
Water Sustainability Act this coming spring:

e The protection of water flows for fish and other environmental values
is too discretionary in the WSA Proposal! ""Environmental flows"" need to
be scientifically defined and it must be made mandatory to meet them in
all new and existing licences.

e The WSA needs to explicitly state that any private rights to use water
cannot harm the public"s interest in our precious water resources by
prioritizing environmental flows and essential household needs over other
uses. As well, the WSA should explicitly reject attempts to allow
licences to be traded in markets.

e The proposed provincial Water Objectives must make protecting
""environmental flows™" for fish and nature and for essential household
needs a priority, must be enforceable and must apply to all sectors of
industry. There should be no exemptions for forestry or oil and gas, as
contemplated in the proposal.

< In a climate changing world, 30 years between licence reviews is not
sufficiently flexible; reviews should happen more frequently. As well,
the new groundwater licences that are going to be granted to existing
users, primarily large industrial users, must explicitly state that they
are subject to a future review until it can be determined the withdrawals
are at sustainable levels and to allow for honourable government-to-
government consultations with First Nations.

e Water use fees must make public ""cents"". Fee schedules for both
groundw