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Fraser River Tunnel Project  
What is the proposed scope for the Fraser River 
Tunnel Project (the Project)? 

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (the 
Ministry) proposes to replace the George Massey 
Tunnel with a new, toll-free eight-lane immersed tube 
tunnel, replace the existing Deas Slough Bridge and 
construct connections to Highway 99. 

The new immersed tube tunnel will have three 
vehicle lanes and a dedicated transit lane in each 
direction, with a separated active transportation 
corridor for cyclists and pedestrians for the first time.  

The Project also includes the removal of the existing 
tunnel and a new Deas Slough Bridge.  

What are the key benefits of the Project? 

The Project will provide safe, reliable, and accessible 
transportation options that support sustainable 
growth for the Metro Vancouver region. Key benefits 
include: 

> Improving transit speed and reliability along the 
Highway 99 corridor 

> Providing relief to traffic congestion at the 
existing tunnel 

> Addressing the long-term seismic safety 
performance of the crossing 

> Establishing a dedicated active transportation 
connection for pedestrians and cyclists across 
the Fraser River on Highway 99 

> Maintaining the current clearances for the Fraser 
River navigational channel 

Where will the Project be located? 

The Project is located within the municipalities of 
Richmond, Delta and the Treaty lands of 
Tsawwassen First Nation. It is adjacent to Musqueam 
Indian Band Title area and within the asserted 
traditional territories of several Indigenous groups. 

Why are you proposing to build a new tunnel 
instead of a bridge? 

The Ministry identified an eight-lane immersed tube 
tunnel as the right project for the region after an 
independent review and significant consultation with 
local municipalities, Metro Vancouver, Indigenous 
groups, TransLink and the community. This option 
was endorsed by the Metro Vancouver Board as its 
preferred crossing solution.  

A complete review of potential bridge and tunnel 
options is included in the Project business case, 
which is available in the Document Library of the 
website.  

When would the Project be completed? 

The new immersed tube tunnel is anticipated to open 
to traffic in 2030. 

How much will the Project cost? 

The total project cost is $4.15 billion. 

What stage is the Project in now? 

The project is in the Early Engagement phase of the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) process. Early 
Engagement is the first phase of the multi-phase EA 
process. 

http://www.engage.gov.bc.ca/fraserrivertunnel
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How can I participate in Early Engagement? 

You can participate in Early Engagement from 
April 25 to June 9, 2022, in-person or online.  

In-person, drop-in style open houses: 

> Coast Tsawwassen Inn 
1665 56 Street, Delta, BC  
Tuesday, May 10, 2022 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

> Hilton Vancouver Airport Hotel 
5911 Minoru Blvd, Richmond, BC 
Wednesday, May 11, 2022 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

Virtual information sessions: 

> Tuesday, May 17, 2022, 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

> Thursday, May 19, 2022, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Please visit the website for Zoom details.  

You can also visit engage.gov.bc.ca/fraserrivertunnel 
to review informational materials and learn more 
about the Project.  

What other engagement opportunities are 
planned? 

The EA process includes four EAO-led public 
comment periods, beginning with Early Engagement. 

In addition, we will continue to engage local and 
regional governments, Indigenous groups, and the 
public on the Project throughout planning. 

Updates to engagement and how you can participate 
will be posted on the Project website. 

What is Early Engagement? 

The Early Engagement phase is the commencement 
of the regulatory process with the Environmental 
Assessment Office (EAO). Early Engagement 
provides an opportunity for the public, Indigenous 
groups, municipalities, provincial and federal 
government agencies, and stakeholders to better 
understand the Project, as defined in the Initial 
Project Description, and share feedback with the 
EAO.  

Feedback received will help inform the development 
of the Detailed Project Description. 

How long is the public comment period? 

The public comment period is from April 25 to 
June 9, 2022. 

How can I provide my feedback during Early 
Engagement? 

The EAO invites participants to share their feedback 
at gov.bc.ca/eaopubliccomments.  

The deadline to submit feedback is June 9, 2022. 

How can I stay up to the date on the Project? 

Sign up on the website to receive newsletters. 
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